
M
oving from Orlando,
Florida, to Columbus,
Ohio, this year, the 5th
annual AIMExpo

(American International Motor-
cycle Expo, September 21-24) has
announced that dealer
registration is now open through
the event website, and that
Nationwide Insurance has
become the event’s Presenting
Sponsor.
Now owned by the MIC (the California
headquartered domestic U.S.
motorcycle industry trade association),
AIMExpo last month announced
strategic partnerships with two leading
Columbus area dealerships - Iron Pony
Motorsports and Harley dealer A.D.
Farrow Co., as a new phase for the
2013 founded Expo sees it move closer
to the heartland of the Harley-
Davidson aftermarket and custom
V-twin parts and accessory market.
In making the announcement of the
change of host city for the event, last
year the organizers said that
“geographically, Columbus is ideally
placed, with 41 percent of both
franchised and independent
dealerships in the U.S. located within a
500-mile radius of Columbus - a

catchment that includes major markets
like Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, New
York, Philadelphia, Washington, D.C.,
St. Louis, and more.
“Ohio’s state capital is the 15th largest
city in the country, and consistently
ranks among the top cities for business
growth.”
The move continues the US
powersports industry’s tradition of
staging its most popular trade events

in the Mid-West, with the now closed
Dealer  News Internat ional
Powersports Expo having been held at
Cincinnati, Ohio, for many years before
it moved to Indianapolis, and
Easyrider’s Events’ V-Twin Expo being
staged at Cincinnati since its inception.
Being staged at the Greater Columbus
Convention Centre (GCCC), the show
continues to offer a “European Style”
formula, similar to that seen at
INTERMOT/Cologne and EICMA/
Milan, with the first two days for

trade/dealer only (September 21-22)
and the weekend also allowing public
admission.
As this edition of AMD Magazine went
to press, public tickets had already
been on sale for a week or two, with
early bird incentives. A spokesperson
for AIMExpo described demand so far
as “robust” and ahead for the time in
the cycle of that seen for the show
when it was being staged in Florida.
The show will again feature the
‘Custom Culture’ show-within-show
initiative being headed up by Bob Kay,
the event’s V-Twin Market Director, and
will again play host to the
Championship of the Americas (COTA)
– the AMD World Championship of
Custom Bike Building Official Affiliate
event for the United States, from which
the winner will scoop bike freight and
travel expenses to go forward to
compete at ‘AMD XIII’ at INTERMOT
‘Customized’ in October 2018.
The 2016 Champion of the Americas,
Jordan Dickinson (Union Speed & Style
Cycle, Monticello, Minnesota) will be
representing the United States at the
2018 AMD World Championship as a
result of his win in the Freestyle class
at Orlando last October.
www.aimexpousa.com
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The renewal of an old race rivalry could be set to
reignite consumer excitement and drive sales for all

D
o you remember the days of “Win on Sunday, sell on
Monday”? If you do, then you are even older than me, but
‘back-in-the-day’, the 1970s and ‘80s, the market that grew
to the one we had before the “Apocalypse” of 2008 was one

very much fuelled by those far off, simpler days when racing floated
all boats, even those that weren’t necessarily directly involved in the
legendary track and dirt exploits of that era.
While race wins drove specific brand successes in motorcycle and accessory terms,
the priceless thing it brought to the table was exposure for the sport and lifestyle in
general - generating genuine consumer excitement for all 2-wheel choices and
building generational loyalties and affiliations to brands and riding choices that have
cast a long shadow.
Is what we are seeing now in the reinvigorated Harley Vs. Indian rivalry, as showcased
in American Flat Track Racing in general, and the Twins Class in particular, a
contemporary echo? Add in the impact that RSD is
having with its ‘Hooligan Racing’ series, a series that
Indian’s support of which has clearly driven Harley
nuts (see my remarks about the “Harley Hooligan”
series on page 9 of this edition of AMD Magazine),
the huge crowds flocking to the “New Gen” shows
and the transition of custom from niche to
mainstream, and we appear to be headed into a
‘Perfect Storm’ of drama, rivalries and interest that
can only be good for the profile of motorcycling. A
profile that has the potential to have a profound and profoundly beneficial impact
on the custom market in particular.

Harley hero Jared Mees’ defection to “America’s Oldest” motorcycle brand and
his win in the Daytona TT has set the scene for a new chapter that will for
sure capture the public imagination, especially of the youth demographic –

entry riders, young riders, being the foundation of any long-term market stability and
growth; after all, we Boomers were young once!
As we put together the race-dominated news pages of this edition of AMD
Magazine, one little snippet that particularly caught my eye was something that was
buried in an end January Harley news release about their “new” XG750R
replacement for the venerable 1970 launched XR750 powerplant (“the most
successful flat track racing motorcycle of all time”).
It was a remark made by Harley’s domestic U.S. Managing Director Mike Kennedy
about how “unlike our competitors” Harley was going Flat Track racing “behind an
American Made production engine”. Kennedy went on to say that the new race
engine is based on the “same Revolution X V-Twin anyone can buy from a Harley-
Davidson dealer in a Street 750 motorcycle”; fair enough, yes it is.
But American made? Regrettably this is dangerous waters for me as I may be about
lay bare my ignorance for all to laugh at and rack up multiple corrections and
grovelling apologies for the next issue, but his subsequent remark that it is “an
engine designed by Harley-Davidson engineers and assembled at Harley-Davidson
Vehicle and Powertrain Operations in Kansas City” kind of got my attention.

Now, I understand that source of origin is always a sensitive issue, especially for
American manufacturers - and it’s quite right that we should all be able to take pride
in what our country produces, I know I do; and let’s face it, these are particularly
febrile times where such matters are concerned.
I also understand that the prospects of track rivalry also spilling over into the realms
of claim and rival counter claim is not only entirely consistent with the ‘vibe’ of the
OE rivalries of the 1970s and ‘80s, but that, potentially, it too is also very good for
business, for everyone’s business – for the public it brings yet another dimension to
the dynamic.

So, I don’t know, maybe it’s just semantics and hair splitting going on here, but
yes, the Indian Flat Track race engine (which has to be the one Mike Kennedy
was taking a side swipe at) is indeed made oversees. It is though made in

Polaris’ own, wholly owned R&D center subsidiary in Switzerland, by Polaris’ own
staff, at the former Swissauto Powersports operation that they bought in 2010 or

thereabouts.
Polaris had a long-standing partnership with
Swissauto before the acquisition. The highly
respected Swiss company had developed various
engines for them, including the four-stroke Weber
used in many Polaris snowmobiles.
Now, I guess the key word in Kennedy’s remarks is
“assembled”, and if I’m wrong with what follows
Mike, sincerest apologies and much humble pie will
be scoffed with alacrity, but while the Street 750

engine is assembled in the U.S. (in a kind of reverse CKD kit process to the one Harley
and others use for their complete bike sales to dealers in India and elsewhere), with
race development and tuning for the XG750R Flat Track race engine being done by
Vance & Hines Motorsports at their “Palace of Precision” near Indianapolis, the
liquid-cooled, 60 degree, 4-valve XG750 was actually designed and developed for
Harley by a company called AVL. 
AVL are a massive and massively reputable chassis and engine developer – they are
said to be the largest business of their kind in the world with offices and factories
almost everywhere, including in the United States (Lake Forest, California; Madison,
Wisconsin; and Plymouth, Michigan, their U.S. headquarters). 
But last time I was driving through that part of Europe I could swear that Graz, where
AVL’s global headquarters is, was in Austria; and that the AVL factory where the
engines were developed and are manufactured, and from where they are then
shipped as kits to Kansas, was and still is in India – at AVL’s Bangalore facility in
central southern India, if I am not mistaken.
So what was that about “unlike our competitors”?

Robin Bradley
Co-owner/Editor-in-Chief
robin@dealer-world.com    

‘one little
snippet’

http://www.kustomtech.eu
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Indian’s $50k race bike
Indian Motorcycle has announced that
its flat track race bike, the Scout
FTR750, is now available for purchase
– at $50,000 ($66.66 per cubic
centimetre; £109.25 per cubic
inch/45.77”!). This is the same bike
currently being run by Indian’s new
“Wrecking Crew” in the American Flat
Track series.
A purpose-built, high-performance
750cc V-twin engine powers the Scout
FTR750. It features a unique, ultra-
light steel frame, large centrally
located airbox and sleek lightweight
carbon fiber body.  Indian’s design and

engineering teams approached the
bike as the ultimate combination of
advanced performance technology
and design elements from Indian’s
legendary racing models of the past.
“Since its debut, feedback on the
Scout  FTR750 has been
overwhelmingly positive, with
unbelievable interest and demand for
the bike,” said Gary Gray, Product
Director for Indian Motorcycle. “The
bike’s availability to all race teams will
help further establish Indian
Motorcycle’s presence in American flat
track racing.”

The Scout FTR750 made its official
debut during the 2016 season finale,
when AMA flat track racing legend Joe
Kopp raced it at the Santa Rosa Mile.
For 2017, Indian Motorcycle Racing,
backed by Allstate, comprises three of
the most successful and decorated flat
track riders in the sport, including
2016 Grand National Champion Bryan
Smith, 2013 Grand National

Champion Brad Baker, and three-time
Grand National Champion Jared
Mees. All three will be running the
Scout FTR750 this season.

Three-time Grand National Champion
Jared Mees, of modern day
“wrecking crew” fame, seen here
before his Daytona win with National
Cycle’s Ann Willey at the recent
Tucker Rocky/Biker’s Choice Dealer
and Brand Expo in Texas in February

Harley named as “Official Motorcycle” of AFT Twins series
American Flat Track Twins Racing
has named Harley-Davidson as
Official Motorcycle of AFT Twins as
part of an expanded, multi-year
partnership renewal.
Described by the AMA as “the
most historic form of American
motorcycle racing” AFT is now in
its 64th year with 18 rounds
slated for 2017, and that the
“iconic American motorcycle
manufacturer has been
synonymous with the sport since
its formation in 1954.”
“American Flat Track and Harley-
Davidson share a common vision
for the future of our truly
American sport,” said Michael
Lock, CEO of American Flat Track.
“2017 marks a new era, with a re-
imagined class and event
structure, broadcast coverage to
90 million homes through NBCSN
and a renewed partnership with
one of America’s most iconic

brands. Now is the time for a
whole new generation to fall in
love with this great American
tradition.”
AFT Twins headlines the American
Flat Track events, and the AMA
says that Harley has “made a
strategic commitment to the
continued growth of all aspects of
the sport. As the entitlement
sponsor for eight rounds on the
calendar, the Milwaukee-based
manufacturer plans to activate
the largest dealer network in the

industry to drive consumer
engagement through activation at
and around American Flat Track
races.
“For more than 100 years, Harley-
Davidson has been racing to
entertain fans, build enthusiasm
for the sport of motorcycling and
prove the capability of the
motorcycles we sell,” said Scott
Beck, Harley-Davidson Director of
Global Brand Marketing. “Most of
that history has been built around
Flat Track Racing in America –

where racing is at its most
accessible and exhilarating form.
We are racing to inspire Harley-
Davidson ownership among the
next generations of young riders.
It will be an amazing AFT season
this year.”
In a clear effort to exploit the
good work that has been done
independently by Roland Sands
Design’s development of their
‘Hooligan Racing’ series, the AMA
says that Harley-Davidson will
also integrate a new racing
element into the AFT event
schedule at select rounds: the
Harley Hooligans. “The Harley
Hooligans represent a perfect
marriage of flat track and
grassroots racing, giving amateurs
the chance of a lifetime, sharing
the stage with the world’s best
dirt track motorcycle racers.”
Yeah, right, “not made here”
strikes again.

http://www.airfxusa.com


J&P Cycles Iowa Rally
J&P Cycles say their Anamosa,
Iowa location will become the
largest motorcycle aftermarket
store in the world during the
weekend of June 24-25, 2017 as
the J&P Cycles Iowa Rally
celebrates its 38th anniversary
by becoming the site of Hot
Bike Magazine's National
Garage Build-Off for custom
motorcycles. 
The competition is expected to
draw the nation's top garage-
built custom bikes competing
for $3,000 and an invitation to
the annual Hot Bike Tour, where
their motorcycle will go up
against famous builders in the
Invitational Build-Off.
Located at J&P Cycles' original
store, the free rally includes

motocross stunt
shows from Cowboy
Kenny's Steel Rodeo
Tour, live music
throughout the weekend, food,
beer and opportunities to
support Camp
Courageous, a camp
for kids and adults
with disabilities.
In conjunction with
the rally, the National
Motorcycle Museum is opening
a new exhibit, Dirt Riding in
America. Located near the rally
in Anamosa, visitors will be
among the first to experience
the exhibit and will see more
than 450 vintage bikes on
display in the museum's
permanent collection.

The Iowa Rally is a chance for
riders to get up-close and

personal with reps
from more than 50
companies offering
motorcycling
products. It's a chance

to see the newest
motorcycle accessories, and ask
questions to experts from
companies like Vance & Hines,
Kuryakyn, Dunlop, Klock Werks,
Metzeler, Mustang Seats,
Rinehart Racing, and many
more.  Riders can even have
selected parts installed on their
bikes on site.

From a 2016 low of $56.25
following release of their 2016
fiscals, Harley saw its share price
recover ground to reach a 23-month
high of $62.94 in mid-March, a level
not seen since April 2015, but it had
fallen back to $60.57 as this edition
of AMD Magazine went to press
March 21. However, that is still
substantially up on the year-ago
(March 22, 2015) level of $49.66.

As the Official Motorcycle Tire
through 2019 for the American
Flat Track series (AFT), Dunlop is
stepping up technical support
in the form of additional tire
choices - at select Twins class
rounds competitors will have
the option of choosing
between two Dunlop DT3 tire
compound tires. Additionally,
Dunlop will increase
contingency offerings by nearly
300 percent and expand pay-
out to first through fifth place
finishers in both the AFT Twins
and AFT Singles classes. 

In what is being described as the
biggest two-year jump in 50 years,
reports suggest that the United
States has seen a dramatic increase
in car and motorcycle road fatalities
in 2015/16 after years of gradually
declining fatalities. Within this figure,
it is believed that motorcycle
fatalities are, at worst, level.

Bringing an end to the tradition
that founded the Pikes Peak
International Hill Climb, the
event’s Competition Committee
have announced 2017 as the
last year in which motorcycles
designed to race on dirt
surfaces from competing on the
156 turn 12.42 mile now paved
course at “America’s Mountain”
near Colorado Springs. The
course starts at 9,390 feet and
finishes at the 14,115 foot
summit of Pikes Peak and has
been fully paved (for
environmental reasons) since
2011. This will be the 95th
running of what is the second
oldest motorsports event in the
USA.

Polaris CEO Scott Wine has seen his
annual compensation (salary, stock
awards, option award etc) fluctuate
in-line with the company’s financial
fortunes, share price and stock
market capitalization. From a healthy
$8.8m, his share of the action shrank
to $7.1m in 2015 and in 2016 he
has had to get by on $5.46m.

NEWS
BRIEFS

Jared Mees and Indian win
at Daytona
Jared Mees took home a dominant AFT
Twins presented by Vance & Hines win
to become the first rider to win an
American Flat Track race on the Indian
Motorcycle Scout FTR750.
The No. 9 Indian Motorcycle Rogers
Racing FTR750 rider’s big win at the
2017 season opener also marked the
first time that a rider won a TT on a
twin in nearly 34 years, when fellow
National No. 9 rider and Flat Track
legend Jay Springsteen won at the
Peoria TT in 1983.
“You don’t know how special it is to
win the first Daytona TT on the
Indian,” Mees said. “I’m going to go

down in the record books as the first
to win on the Indian. I’m so excited just
for my entire team and the hard work
that everybody put in. It’s unbelievable
what we all went through. Indian
Motorcycle did an outstanding job.”
The win also marked a personal record
as Mees’ first TT win. It also served as
personal redemption as Mees gets his
run at recapturing the No. 1 plate off
to a good start.
Although it’s a new era for flat track,
it was the usual suspects who

dominated. Mees’ rival and fellow
Indian Wrecking Crew rider Bryan
Smith finished second on the No. 1
Indian Motorcycle Racing backed by
Allstate FTR750. Although it was not a
win, the reigning Champ was happy to
leave Daytona right on Mees' heels.
“There was a lot of pressure,” Smith
said. “There was so much focus on this
weekend and especially us, having a
new bike and a new team. So, second
place at a TT in Daytona? I’m happy.”
Joining the Indian Motorcycle duo on
the podium was TT specialist Henry
Wiles on the No. 17 DPC Racing
Kawasaki Ninja 650.
Jake Johnson had a bit of redemption
himself, as the No. 5 Harley-Davidson
Factory Flat Track Team XG750R rider
was plagued with poor luck all day
until when it counted, taking a fourth-
place finish in the main event.
Completing the top-five was Bronson
Bauman on the No. 37 Rod Lake
Kawasaki Ninja 650.
As this edition of AMD Magazine went
to press, the American Flat Track series
was heading for the Atlanta Short
Track at Dixie Speedway, March 25,
then on to the half mile course at
Charlotte on April 1. After a six week
gap battle will be resumed at the
Indian Motorcycle presented Arizona
Mile, Phoenix, May 13; then it is on to
the “Legendary” Harley-Davidson
Sacramento Mile, May 20, and the
Springfield, Illinois TT, May 27.

Congratulations to Jared Mees and Indian Motorcycle! As the legendary
Indian Vs. Harley rivalry is renewed in a reinvigorated American Flat Track
Racing series this year, Mees and Indian took the win at the inaugural
Harley-Davidson Daytona TT presented by Politis & Matovina race at
Daytona Bike Week, a race that played-out under the lights at the Daytona
International Speedway on March 16 
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Having wound down production
of Victory Motorcycles, including
its ‘Empulse’ E-bike, Polaris has
confirmed that it will now
develop a new electric
motorcycle under the Indian
brand.
Expected to cover 120-140 miles
on a single charge, compared
with 75 miles for an ‘Empulse’, in
a recent interview with Reuters,
Steve Menneto (President of
Indian Motorcycle) said: “We
want to attract new riders with
"fun" electric motorcycles. The
characteristics of the (new)
powertrain are going to be more
applicable to be able to ride a
bike in pleasure and twisties,”
differentiating the planned new
offer from the purely short-cycle
urban mobility market that has
largely been the province of E-
bikes so far.
The company will be continuing
to leverage their late 2014
acquisition of Ashland, Oregon
based E-bike manufacturer
Brammo, but Menneto declined
to give pricing details about the
new bike – except to say that it

would be priced “competitively.”
The company's suggested retail

price for the Brammo derived
Victory ‘Empulse’ was upward of
$19,999. Harley is believed to
still be some time away from
being able to capitalize on the
hype it generated with its
“Livewire” prototype in 2014.
Menneto also told Reuters that
he expects the company's
revenue from its motorcycle
business to grow to $1 billion in
the next five years from $708.5
million last year, and confirmed
something that he told AMD
Magazine in January, namely that
the Indian product line will
expand to include smaller
displacement models.

Steve Menneto: “We want to attract
new riders with "fun" electric

motorcycles”

Polaris to replace Victory ‘Empulse’ with
longer distance Indian branded E-bike

Harley-Davidson, Inc. has announced
the appointment of Troy Alstead and
Allan Golston to the company's board
of directors. Alstead is retired from

Starbucks Corporation where he most
recently served as Chief Operating
Officer, and Golston is the President of
the U.S. program for the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation. 
"We are delighted to have two new
talented professionals join our board,"

said Michael Cave, non-executive
chairman of the board of Harley-
Davidson. "Troy and Alan bring
valuable skills and have important
perspectives as leaders in their fields
that will be assets to the company."
Alstead is founder of Harbor O5 and
the Ocean5 Foundation. He worked for
Starbucks for more than 24 years in
finance, operations management and
international business roles. Prior to
joining Starbucks, Alstead held various
finance roles at NCR Corporation and
Egghead Software. Alstead is on the
board of directors of Levi Strauss & Co.
and TopGolf. 
Golston, who has been with the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation since
2000, previously served as its Chief
Financial Off icer and Chief
Administrative Officer. He is a certified
public accountant and has held
positions with Swedish Health Services
in Seattle and the University of
Colorado Hospital. Golston is a
member of the board of directors of
Stryker Corporation, and is a member

of the Stryker Corporation Audit
Committee.  
The appointments of Alstead and
Golston by board action brings the
total number of directors to 13. Their
terms will expire at the company's
2017 annual meeting of shareholders.

Harley-Davidson appoints
new directors to Board 

Troy Alstead Allan Golston

Despite its race
success at the Isle
of Man, the range

of the Victory
‘Empulse’ meant it
was aimed at the
short-cycle urban
mobility market

The “Battle of Sturgis” continues
with the now decades old
controversy about “Sturgis” rights
ownership taking a new twist. There
have been many strands of dispute
that have resulted in claims and
counter claims over intellectual
property ownership. However,
Rushmore Photo & Gifts (RPG) of
Rapid City, the local Nieman family
and Walmart stores have won a
case brought against it by Sturgis
Motorcycle Rally Inc. (SMRI - over
sales of “Sturgis” branded
merchandise) after six years, being
told they had valid defences against
SMRI’s trademark ownership
infringement claims, while
upholding SMRI’s trademark rights.

The NHTSA reports that the
highest number of American
motorcycle accident fatalities
occurs in Florida, accounting
for 20 percent of vehicle
fatalities – up by 30 percent
between 2014 and 2015; 606
died in motorcycle accidents in
2015.

The intriguingly named Frog
Specialties of Gardena, California,
have been appointed as the
exclusive importer and distributor of
the respected French made Beringer
high-performance brakes program.

General Motors and Honda
have announced establishment
of what is described as the
auto industry’s first
manufacturing joint venture to
mass-produce an advanced
hydrogen fuel cell system that
will be used in future products
from each company. Fuel Cell
System Manufacturing, LLC will
operate within GM’s existing
battery pack manufacturing
facility site in Brownstown,
Michigan, south of Detroit.
Mass production of fuel cell
systems is expected to begin
around 2020 and create nearly
100 new jobs. The companies
are making equal investments
totalling $85 million in the
joint venture.

Mahindra Two Wheelers, the Indian
motorcycle manufacturer who
bought a 51 percent stake in
Peugeot’s Scooter business in 2014,
has acquired the rights to the
legendary British BSA name from
Southampton, UK based BSA-Regal
late last year.

NEWS
BRIEFS
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At the end of January, Harley-Davidson
confirmed that the new liquid-cooled
Flat Track race bike - the XG750R -
would replace the XR750 (“the most
successful flat track racing motorcycle
of all time”) as the only bike that Harley
will campaign in the revamped AFTR
2017 series.
“There is extraordinary energy building
behind the new American Flat Track
series, and after decades of XR750
dominance, it’s time to bring a new level
of performance and technology to the
track with the Harley-Davidson
XG750R,” said Harley-Davidson Vice
President and Managing Director U.S.
Mike Kennedy. 
Featuring what is described as a custom
chassis purpose-built for flat track

racing, the XG750R is powered by a
race-modified, liquid-cooled, fuel-
injected 750cc Revolution X V-Twin
engine – a development of the engine

originally engineered for the Harley-
Davidson Street 750.
In what was a thinly veiled side-swipe
at Indian, Kennedy went on to say that:
“Unlike our competitors, we are going
flat track racing behind an American-
made production engine. The XG750R
is a purebred racing motorcycle, but its
modified engine is based on the same
Revolution X V-Twin anyone can buy
from a Harley-Davidson dealer in a
Street 750 motorcycle, an engine
designed by Harley-Davidson engineers
and assembled at Harley-Davidson
Vehicle and Powertrain Operations in
Kansas City. There’s a direct link from

the Street 750 to the XG750R flat
tracker the Factory Team will be racing
for a championship, and that link is our
passion for performance.”
The XG750R raced through a
development season in 2016,
alongside their air-cooled Harley-
Davidson Factory Team XR750
motorcycles. Harley says they were able
to race-tune the Revolution X engine
and racing chassis that were developed
in collaboration with Vance & Hines
Motorsports by doing so. The XG750R
flat tracker motorcycle is not a
production model, however the 750cc
XG Revolution X V-Twin engine is
available as a crate motor for sale
through Harley-Davidson dealers today
and can be modified for racing use by
aspiring dealers and privateers. 
Now in its 64th consecutive season, the
2017 American Flat Track series
features 18 rounds of racing, headlined
by twin-cylinder motorcycles in the AFT
Twins class. 

Harley’s Vance & Hines
developed XG750R

2017 V-Twin Expo “Excellence in Motorcycling” Awards

PERFORMANCE PRODUCT 
OF THE YEAR    

Python Performance
Rayzer 2-into-1 exhaust

ACCESSORY OF THE YEAR
Big Bike Parts

Saddlebag lid bra for ’14-up Baggers

VALUE PRODUCT OF THE YEAR  
Alloy Art

Super cush replacement drive dampener

TECH PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
ThunderMax

XMS exhaust matched EFI tuner

AUDIO PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 
ASA Electronics

HD1BT650 replacement stereo system

INDUSTRY LEADER OF THE YEAR 
Mark Finney, Vance & Hines

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Dan Fitzmaurice, founder Zipper’s

Performance Products

This year's V-Twin Expo "Excellence in Motorcycling" awards go to...

http://www.lepera.com


http://www.mid-usa.com


Harley #3 of 50? Working on the assumption that Matt
Levatich wasn’t counting paint scheme
variants, then the new Revolution X750
engine ‘Street Rod’ will be number three
in his 50 new models in five years blitz -
that’s if you give Harley the benefit of

the doubt and start counting from
January’s XG750R announcement (the

engine is available as a “Crate Motor”,
even though the bike itself isn’t a
production model), and include

February’s Road King Special as #2 in the
plan for global domination. Ever since the

‘Street Rod’ was announced, we have
been trying to remember who it was at
Harley that went on the record at the

time of the V-Rod launch, swearing that
there would never be any “baby rods” ... 

The United States has seen a
continued decline in ATV
deaths and injuries with a
recent government department
report citing fatalities for the
period 2007 to 2012 as -31
percent, with deaths of
children in ATV related
accidents -50 percent.

Portuguese Enduro machine
manufacturer AJP has reported a
third straight year of record growth
in the United States, with 2016 sales
+62 percent, 17 new dealerships
added and two further new models
taking their U.S. range up to five off-
roaders. AJP has launched a new
600cc adventure bike (the PR7) in
Europe for 2017.

The acquisition of Minneapolis
based ATV, side-by-side and
snowmobile manufacturer
Arctic Cat (AC) by Textron Inc.
for $247m in cash is being
investigated by a New York law
firm that specializes in mergers
and acquisitions. They contend
that the basis that the Board of
Arctic Cat may have “breached
their fiduciary duties” by
failing to make sure they got
the best possible price for the
business. AC is to join Textron’s
Specialized Vehicles business,
which also owns E-Z-GO,
Cushman, Jacobsen, Dixie
Chopper, Bad Boy, Ransomes
and Douglas. Textron owns Bell
Helicopter, Cessna, Beechcraft
and Hawker, among others.

Stefan Pierer’s Austria based
investment vehicle Pierer Industrie
AG, the company behind KTM,
Husqvarna, WP Suspension, and
others, has made a $9m strategic
investment in heads-up display
(HUD) company NUVIZ. The San
Diego, California based technology
start-up hopes to have a heads-up
display unit and connected rider
system available in the first half of
2017.

Arctic Cat has finally won a
patent infringement action first
brought against it in 2011 in
the Canadian courts by
Bombardier Recreational
Products (BRP). Designs used
on some 44,000 Arctic Cat
snowmobiles, covering model
years 2007 through 2015, were
found not to have infringed 56
of BRP’s patents and patent
claims. 

NEWS
BRIEFSThere has been much debate about

whether or not the withdrawal of the
Victory brand would benefit Harley,
and now the dust has settled from
Polaris’ January announcement, the
general consensus is that the impact
will be neutral.
However, maybe it is an altogether
different picture for BMW. Their long-
mooted entry into the domestic U.S.
‘Bagger’ market is now upon us, and
with the Victory ‘Vision’ gone from the
market, there is now a clear niche
available to the K 1600 B.
BMW has long trailed their domestic
U.S. ambitions, not least targeting
custom buyer opportunities with their
increasingly popular R nineT variants,
but with the ‘B’ they have tuned their
existing K 1600 GT/GTL touring offer
“specifically with American riders and
great open American roads in mind”.
With an entry level MSRP of
$19,995.00, the company says that it
“features a spectacular backward
sloping linear design with a specifically
engineered rear section to reflect the

characteristics of a grand American
tourer. This not only makes the Bagger
appear low-lying and slender, but also,
thanks to the new rear frame,
significantly reduces the height of the
passenger seat.”
For the record, it has a 1,649 cc in-line
six-cylinder engine that produces 160
hp and 129 lb-ft of torque. The bike
comes as standard with a level of
technology, rider assist and creature
comforts that Milwaukee can only
dream of - three riding modes (Rain,
Road and Dynamic), Dynamic Traction
Control, cornering-optimized integral

ABS Pro, heated seats and hand grips,
power-adjustable windshield, cruise
control, multifunction display with on-
board computer, Dynamic Electronic
Suspension Adjustment (D-ESAR) with
“Road” and “Cruise” damping modes.
Available options include Gear Shift
Assist Pro, Reverse Assist, Hill Start
Control, adaptive headlight, tire
pressure monitoring, floorboards,
central locking system, anti-theft
alarm, Keyless Ride, LED auxiliary
lights, GPS preparation, audio system
with radio, Sirius XM, Bluetooth and
more. 

BMW 6-cylinder K 1600 B ‘Bagger’

Following the popularity of last year’s
Brian Klock designed Indian
Motorcycle and Jack Daniels limited
edition Chieftain, the three have
collaborated again this year on a
second custom-inspired Chieftain.
As this edition of AMD Magazine went
to press, reports were circulating that
the planned limited edition production
run of only 100 of these individually
numbered specials had sold out within
10 minutes at an MSRP of $34,999.
The first and only unsold 2016 Limited
Edition Chief Vintage sold at auction
for $150,000 in October last year –
149 of the 2016 run of 150 specials
had initially been offered at $29,999
in March last year.

Klock designed Indian/JD Special #2
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T he 58-year-old Graves
joined MAG in January
2015, some seven months
after news of Tucker Rocky
owner Lacy Diversified

Industries’ audacious acquisition of
Motorsport Aftermarket Group had
sent shockwaves around the industry.
At the time, I remember describing it as
being like someone dropping a very large
rock into our humble pond, and it doesn’t
seem like a single month has gone by since
then without some kind of news (negative
or otherwise) about LDI’s struggle to get
their arms around the behemoth they
created. Lacy acquired MAG, and then
merged it with TR into a new combined
group holding company in a growth market
– one that has stalled since the deal was
done. Frustratingly for everybody, it has
done so following a period of initial, if
fragile, recovery from the impacts of the
2008-2012 financial crisis.
Graves’ background in the boat and marine
leisure industry has parallels with the
powersports aftermarket, and his
reputation as a consolidator preceded him
into a 24 month-cycle of creating an
entirely new management structure and
rationale for the combined business – a
process that has certainly had its downs as
well as ups.
“The similarities are a big part of what
attracted me to the role with MAG” said
Graves. “I had been involved in specialty
markets that were driven by leisure dollar
spending, where the major items were
engineered and manufactured goods. I also

spent time in distributive environments,
logistics, and with brand development and
management, understanding and seeing
how brand values can be evolved.
“So I felt quite comfortable in terms of
being able to come to terms with, and
understand, the issues and the
opportunities quite quickly – and it is very
much about the opportunities. Just like the

marine and boating industry, powersports
is passion and lifestyle led. In markets like
that there are always going to be
opportunities thanks to the enthusiasm of
the market’s consumers.
“The one thing that I was clear about
straight away was to understand the group
as being essentially three different but
compatible and mutually supportive
businesses; with each helping dealers’
customers enjoy powersports as the
common denominator.
“Number One - Tucker Rocky and Biker’s
Choice are leading distribution businesses
that have their own set of requirements in
terms of capabilities, capital and
relationships. 

“There has been
a lot of interest,
but not much
information”
At the recent Tucker Rocky/Biker’s Choice Dealer and Brand Expo in Texas (February 9-10) AMD Magazine
met with MAG CEO Andy Graves to discuss some of the tough issues that have faced the group since the
merger in May 2014. We found Graves to be ready and willing to face the issues, discuss the strengths
that the combined group can build on, and the opportunities it is now looking to develop …

Words by Robin Bradley
robin@dealer-world.com

“there is a good
platform being built”
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“Number Two - MAG is a brand business
with its own specific needs. Whether
manufactured or third party sourced, and
with MAG, as everyone knows, our products
are mostly made here in the United States
in our own factories, brand management
and product development brings its own
set of challenges, requirements and
opportunities. That’s why separation of
brands from distribution is a big part of the
strategic three-business model we are
building.
“Number Three - our retail group, with
Motorcycle Superstore and J&P Cycles, is
again a separate business discipline, and is
therefore a third unit within the combined
MAG entity.
“So, to answer concerns and comments
that we have heard about taking some of
the historically TR brands, especially some
of the apparel lines, and placing them into
our brand business, well that makes
strategic good sense. People who manage
brands need to be allowed to focus on
doing that. The distribution business can
then be entirely focused on providing our
dealers with the great products and
services they need to capitalize on the
many opportunities they have.
Opportunities to profitably grow their
businesses by helping their customers
enjoy their motorcycling experience.
“Three distinct businesses, our Brand
Group, our Distribution arm and our Retail
e-commerce operation, three distinct
business opportunities, each with their
specific characteristics and requirements.”
We went on to discuss the decision that the
owners took to bring in an outside CEO,
one who could settle the operation down,
exploit available synergies and eliminate

duplications. Graves was equally to the
point: “There was no obvious CEO
candidate within the management of the
two businesses pre-merger, no natural
leader. So the decision to look outside
made complete sense, and also offered the
benefit of having someone with fresh

perspectives and experiences.”
Asked to give a frank impression of what
he thought about what he found when he
started in January 2015, Graves’ answers
went straight to the sometime benefits of
those outside perspectives in their
precision and simplicity.
“Well, this is a seasonal business,” he said.

Progressive Suspension: The industry continues
to put great effort into and emphasis on sales rep
training, and quite rightly. As one of the most
important sets of eyes and ears that a custom
shop owner has for knowledge and, above all,
context, such investments speak to a market’s
long-term viability and vendor’s ability to “drill
down” through the channels;
www.progressivesuspension.com

BikeMaster: One of the largest in-house
brand parts and accessory programs for
Tucker Rocky and Biker’s Choice,
BikeMaster was established in 1981 by
riders as the “wrencher’s friend”. Brand
Manager Phillip Mayfield says “whether
you're a professional mechanic, or just
enjoy working on your own projects,
BikeMaster has the right tools and parts
to get the job done. Central to the
program is our understanding that
quality and performance is what every
motorcycle workshop and owner is
looking for. Our chemicals and
replacement parts provide O.E.M. quality
and performance. Our batteries, tools,
tubes, chain and sprockets, grips, fork
seals, levers, handlebars, air and oil
filters, along with hundreds of other
BikeMaster branded products provide
dealers with retail versatility through
service, parts and sales departments. Our
dedication to serve our dealers through
personal and immediate customer
service means we’ll always have their
back”; www.bikemaster.com

“the similarities are a big 
part of what attracted me”

Twin Power: The Twin Power brand was first
established as a line of high quality
replacement motor parts by Jim Thompson,
Charlie Hadayia Sr. and others for NEMPCO
(The New England Motor Parts Company) in
1982. Fast forward to 2017, and the Twin Power
program is now headed up for Biker’s Choice
and Tucker Rocky by former S&S Cycle and
Baker Drivetrain man James Simonelli. Recent
additions include technical components such as
replacement primary chains, cam chain
tensioner shoes, a 34-tooth compensator
eliminator sprocket, clutch kits, valve and
spring kits, cam and primary chains, manual
primary chain adjuster and, most recently, what
is believed to be the only replacement for the
Harley camshaft position sensor. “From pistons
for Ironhead Sportsters to high-tech lithium ion
batteries, we have more performance parts for
more applications than ever, tested in
independent labs to ensure that they fit and
work like they should,” says James.  Check out
the new Twin Power website at
www.twinpower-usa.com
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“Things tend to happen once a year, in a
sequence, so the merged business has now
been through that cycle twice and is now
beginning its third season. It is interesting
to think about what we have learned and
what we have achieved.
“The big thing, and it’s not really

surprising, was that cultural changes were
needed. When you bring those kinds of
leading companies together, there is always
going to be a need for change in each of
them and inevitably that creates concerns.
Even though most of the issues we
addressed were quite positive for the
businesses, nonetheless a lot of people

found that their world changed a bit. 
“The merger brought a lot of benefits for a
lot of people, but we had to work through
their concerns, we had to help people
understand “what does this mean for me,
what does this mean for the company I
work for.” While that can take time, if the
right decisions are taken, and implemented
quickly, then the benefits can also become
apparent equally as quickly. The three-
business model has certainly brought
clarity and focus in that respect.
“The focus was on helping people get
comfortable with the changes, but I think
that now, having exited 2016 and with the
peak of the 2017 season on us, we have
gotten past that. We feel that there is a
good platform being built. The alignment of
our brands and the alignment of the Tucker
Rocky and Biker’s Choice sales forces all
feel right. We have a lot of really good and
talented people who are now able to pick
their heads up and look forward and
outside at their marketplace, rather than
looking more internally and trying to
respond to the merged environment.
“It has been interesting as a cultural
challenge, but I definitely sense that we
have worked through that now and that
stage of the process is behind us.”
One set of the many external market
concerns I discussed with Graves revolved
around the potential for negative strategic
market impact from the merger.
Whether or not some of the signals that
appeared to be coming out of the proto-
group were near the market or not, one
was that Tucker Rocky and Biker’s Choice
might be heading out of third party
distribution altogether; another that we
might start seeing dumping and price

“the three-business model 
has brought clarity”

Vance & Hines: The Santa Fe Springs, California
based exhaust and performance component
manufacturer remains one of the primary jewels
in the MAG crown, and when it comes down to
having had an impact on the shape of the
industry as we move forward, they don’t come
much more influential than Sales & Marketing VP
John Potts, left; the man whose inspiration
created MAG and current Chairman Emeritus
Arnie Ackerman, center; founder and legendary
petrol head Terry Vance;
www.vanceandhines.com

Roland Sands Design: Another product of the
Sands family dynasty (see Performance
Machine) and an influential part of the MAG
brands stable, former racer Roland Sands has
tracked the market’s design ‘zeitgeist’, and his
bikes-to-parts-to-apparel RSD set-up is now one
of the handful of businesses that have been
architects of the “New Gen” market that is
following in the tracks of the boomers. RSD is
that rare breed of aftermarket businesses that
can legitimately claim to have the ear of the OE
sector. RSD has become a “go to” consultancy
as mainstream motorcycle manufacturers
scrabble to claim a stake of a market with
entirely changed attitudes to and expectations
from the motorcycle ownership and riding
experience; www.rolandsands.com

Burly Brand: Originally conceived as a specialty
handlebar program, Burly Brand, part of
Progressive Suspension, has expanded in recent
years to include Dyna ‘Stiletto’ shock absorbers,
Voyager branded luggage, sissy bars, cable kits,
MX style pegs, 39mm fork preload adjusters, LED
turn signals, Brat Seats, slammer kits, MX style
floorboards and more – all aimed at the “New
Gen” Scrambler, Sportster and Dyna/FXR style
riding audience. Seen here is Progressive
Suspension and Burly Brand Marketing Manager
Sean Delshadi;  www.burlybrand.com

“We are focused on three
key aspects of strategy just
now - making sure our
brands are doing the best
they can to create demand,
making sure our segment
and sales teams are able to
provide the link from the
brands to the dealers, and
making sure we are offering
the best possible on time
delivery and optimized
shipment service” 
Charlie Hadayia, 
Sr. Director of Merchandising

Kuryakyn: The Tucker Rocky/Biker’s Choice
Dealer and Brand Expo is all about
education and information - sales
development coordinator Chris Law (left)
has the attention of Kent Whitaker, Parts
Manager at Paris (Texas) Harley-Davidson;
www.kuryakyn.com

Black Brand: The new MAG apparel program
(launched at the V-Twin Expo in 2016) describes
itself as “not for everyone. Our gear is not what you
buy when you want what everyone else has—you
need to be the wolf, not the sheep to ride in Black
Brand.” Former Advanstar Dealer Expo and IMS
series Account Executive turned Biker’s Choice Sales
Representative Rebecca Mitchell told AMD that
“dealers are finding that ‘Black Brand’ apparel is
selling really well for them – it has definitely been a
successful introduction. There’s no question that we
are making our mark on the cruiser apparel
industry”; www.blackbrandmc.com



attrition, as a channel tier was absorbed by
a factory-to-e-commerce capable
operation; and that with the primary
competitor having previously been the
primary customer for most of the MAG
brands, there has been a lot of concern
about the direction of travel that this
apparent consolidation and realignment of
product lines was taking, or could be about
to take. Especially in the context of a
market way softer than the one that Lacy
must have been banking on.
“Given our size and the pre-eminence of
our brands, inevitably we get a lot of
attention. We are a group of leading
players in the market. But a lot of the fears
have been misplaced. Overall, what we
have done will be seen as having been
good for the industry.
“We have added a major dynamic to the
market. Dealers and their customers will
see the benefit of that. We believe that the
distribution skills and services we bring
both to the MAG brands and to our third-
party partners will benefit everyone –
riders, dealers and vendors. We have
created additional critical mass that results
in a higher quality product, service and
value to consumers. Riders have very
special characteristics that they share in
common with other enthusiast groups, but
they also have basic requirements that they
share with all of us as consumers – they
want ever better products, prices, and an
improved buying experience .”
I discussed with Graves how those initial
concerns had moved. Now it is the massive
level of debt being carried by the merged
entity that has a lot of people worried.
Surely the debt that has been incurred,
combined with a market in which sales are

soft, has reduced the net value of the
combined business? One that some say
Lacy’s overpaid for in the first place? From
the outside, it has looked very much like, in
effect, LDI mortgaged Tucker Rocky in order
to make the deal happen. In that regard,
wasn’t it more of an acquisition than a
genuine merger, and isn’t that debt going

to be a burden that affects progress and
hands the initiative to competitors?
“The deal as structured was a merger. Both
businesses went into a new holding
company as partners.
“Strategically it has been handled as a
merger of equals. As to the debt, well debt

Performance Machine: Founded by Nancy and
Perry Sands in 1970, PM was among the
pioneers of the parts industry as the 1970s
chopper revolution took hold. Though originally
best known for their market-leading brake
calipers, it was the wheel programs that saw
PM become a bellwether for the design trends
and business cycle of the market. Bought by
MAG 15 years ago, PM had been a design leader
when “fat rear ends” were ‘de rigueur’ in the
days of the tire wars, and more recently was
part of the entire custom wheels industry sub-
culture as Harley transitioned the majority of its
production into tourers – ultimately triggering
the so-called “Bagger Boom”, which saw
custom trends morph once more;
www.performancemachine.com

Mustang Motorcycle Products: Founded in
1980 by Al Simmons, Mustang was bought by
MAG in 2004. Seen here on duty for the Three
Rivers, Massachusetts based seat manufacturer at
the Biker’s Choice Dealer Expo in Texas in
February are Matt Kulman, General Manager, left,
and Sales Manager Jesse Sargent;
www.mustangseats.com

“a lot of people found 
that their worlds changed”

Arnott Air Suspension: Glenn Nash is the V-twin
suspension specialist for the Florida based ISO
9001-2008 accredited manufacturer: “There is so
much confusion and misinformation about air
suspension in the V-twin market. Arnott makes
the only true onboard adjustable air suspension
kits for motorcycles. Our TruAir technology uses
genuine gas pressure, height adjustable FOX
shock absorbers in our top-of-the-line “Ultimate
Ride” kit, and the core of our patent pending
design is a separate Goodyear air spring – a
rugged air spring bladder, not an air cylinder or
air-assisted unit – and we back all our systems
with a Limited Lifetime Warranty”;
www.arnottcycles.com

S&S Cycle: On home ground for once, S&S’ Texas based
Southern Sales Manager and V-twin Tech Sage-in-Chief Scott
Hakins – 2017 will be a big year for the Viola, Wisconsin based
manufacturer with more than 20 new performance products
slated for release; www.sscycle.com

Maxima Racing Oils: V-twin oils specialist Garret Andrews: “Our
oil change kit options are proving very popular as they give dealers
the flexibility of service solution options they need. We offer two
options – a ‘Quick Change’ kit with oil and choice of chrome or

black K&N ‘Wrench Off’ oil filters, and our complete ‘Oil Change in a
box’ – 20W-50 engine oil, oil filter choice, plus transmission and
primary oils. We are the only oil company offering the choice of
chrome or black oil filter from K&N”; www.maximausa.com
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is nothing new. MAG had debt and the prior
owners [Leonard Green & Partners of Los
Angeles] still have a significant stake in the
combined business, but their risk has now
been spread across all of MAG, as is that of
all the lenders.
“It is no secret that the market, especially
in the second half of 2016, has been

challenging, and like any business we dealt
with those challenges.  We are realistic and
understand that market conditions will
remain uncertain, so we are only
forecasting that we will be broadly flat in
2017, and we are geared accordingly.
“The rumors that have been circulating

about our financial status are largely
unfounded. We have very strong cash flow
generating capabilities. We had strong cash
flow in 2016, and we expect the same in
2017. We don’t have any operating
constraints based on our financial
structure.
“The debt is largely term debt. The strength
of our owners means we have favorable
interest rates and the debt terms are out to
2021 and 2022. We have the earnings
power to service our quarterly interest
payments, and there are no balloon
payments.  At this point the focus remains
on performance, and like any business, if
we get that right, then we will have
options when the debt reaches maturity. As
to what they may look like come the time,
and how we may choose to act when the
time comes, well we can’t know that at this
stage. We just have to continue to focus on
the day job so we can make sure the
options are good ones; and at this time it
looks they will be.
“It has been a tougher market for sure, but
I have confidence that we can build
significant value in the next two or more
years.”
Asked to elaborate on the synergies and
benefits he thinks the merger has brought,
Graves is adamant that what is being
achieved will be a game changer for the
long-term health and viability of the
market, as well as for the three businesses
concerned.
“There is now a platform that wasn’t there
two years ago, and as that stabilizes it will
bring two distinct and equally important
benefits.
“We needed to expand and strengthen
Tucker Rocky in the V-twin market, and in

“we are forecasting flat for 2017
... but we have momentum” 

Cardo Systems: One of the
world’s leading manufacturers of
rider communications systems, the
company never seems to stop
innovating. Jamie Cheek, their
North American VP Sales, told
AMD that their new Scala Rider
‘DMC’ (Dynamic Mesh
Communication) technology
“allows for full intercom
conferencing from two to 15
riders at a range of up to five
miles, with parallel audio
streaming allowing riders to listen
to music or GPS instructions
during their conversations. Our
Packtalk/Smartpack entertainment
system allows for full
uninterrupted intercom
communications from two to 15
riders. We are proud to provide
the only products in the industry
that have the DMC technology”;
www.cardosystems.com

Rivera Primo: Michael Pocevicius and Maritza
Rodriguez - recent new products include their
Brute III Extreme enclosed belt for high
horsepower street or competition applications
requiring above average strength and
reliability. Primo say that the 11mm 1-3/4”
Kevlar poly chain super belt is extremely
durable and designed expressly to live with the
extreme shock loads generated by large
displacement, highly modified American V-twins
– they rate the Brute III as a 150+hp design,
which comes complete with their Pro-Clutch
assembly; www.riveraprimoinc.com

National Cycle: Paul Gomez, left, with Peter
Bernacchi. Recent new products from the
Maywood, Illinois manufacturer include their
new 'Mohawk', an update to their famous fork
mounted flyscreen that features a taller, wider
size with a special 'V' profile for added wind
management - made from thick 4.5mm dark tint,
hard coated polycarbonate for durability with
smooth radius edges and sharp optical quality;
www.nationalcycle.com

"In 2017 we are
investing in some
significant changes
and additions to the
TR staff, in inventory
management and
industrial engineering,
in business and sales
analytics and in
warranty and returns
administration," 
Eric Cagle, President, 
Tucker Rocky & Biker's Choice
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one step we have decisively done that. TR
now accounts for more than half of the U.S.
sales of the MAG brands and has grown our
V-twin market sales in the face of a weak
market – we are now seeing significant
sales volumes in the V-twin sector, and we
have momentum.
“Secondly, Tucker Rocky is now a much
larger supplier to our retail group. We have
been able to move some of that sourcing
volume from other third parties and
distributors. We and our vendors are seeing
big wins as a result. 
“The wins come in the synergies too. Just
to give you one example, we were able to
move the inventory being supplied from
Kuryakyn’s relatively small and expensive
warehouse at Somerset, Wisconsin, and not
just consolidate it into the five-outlet
Tucker Rocky distribution center footprint,
but in doing so considerably grow the
available inventory and improve speed and
cost-efficiency to our dealers. 
“As another example, we have also been
able to move our QuadBoss ATV/UTV
products brand and others, especially our
own apparel brands, into our Brand Group,
and that works really well. Yes, there is that
cultural impact, but the result has been a
powerfully improved business unit. Again,
we’re no longer looking internally for fixes
now, we are concentrating on looking
externally for the opportunities to grow
sales.”
Moving forward, what does Graves see as
being those opportunities, and what are
the challenges that the combined business
may yet have to face?
“Well, like everyone else, we have to eye
what the general forecasts are for the
market ahead and our ‘flat to modestly

down’ industry scenario is consistent with
the estimates that the likes of Harley and
Polaris are giving themselves.
“Maybe our forecasts will prove overly
cautious, I’ll take that; but it is better to
outperform modest expectations than to
fail to meet over-ambitious targets. Like us,
I think a lot of people in the powersports
parts and accessories market are seeing

some cause for optimism. It may well be
that there is a degree of post-election
improvement, and if there is, and if that
translates into more people spending more
money on parts for their motorcycles and
the other recreational vehicles we have

“we needed to strengthen 
TR in the V-twin market”

Motion Pro: The latest news from the Loomis,
California based tools, cables and accessory
specialist is of their appointment by the AMA as
the official tool, control and cable support for this
year’s American Flat Track series. Seen here is
Motion Pro V-twin program Product Planner Joe
Fratis (left) with General Manager Kevin Veltfort;
www.motionpro.com

Feuling Parts: Luke Leatherman, left, and Gene
Sheehan - the new products blitz from the
Mojave, California performance specialist is set to
continue this year as they continue to build the
Feuling legacy, growing the brand into a premier
USA made performance component program;
www.feulingparts.com

Avon Tyres: North American Account
Manager Don Argento told AMD that the US
owned British tire maker is running a new
consumer reward program through to the end
of April that can see customers receive a $50
prepaid card by mail when they purchase a set
of two qualifying Avon Cobra tires, or $20 for
a front and $30 for a rear. “The Cobra tread
design resists uneven wear and tracking on
irregular road surfaces, while the distinctive
snakeskin effect sidewall makes these tires a
real head turner,” says Don;
www.avonmoto.com

Arlen Ness Enterprises and LePera: Recent new products from the Dublin, California based performance and accessory specialist Arlen Ness include
extensions to their award-winning ‘Big Sucker’ air cleaner program with a 90 degree turn kit with hidden breather technology for 2017 M8 Tourers (“Monster

Sucker”); forged aluminum speaker grills and CNC-machined billet aluminum gauge trim. Recent additions from the North Holywood, California based seat
manufacturer LePera include the race inspired ‘Daytona Sport’ - proof that race styling doesn’t have to mean uncomfortable! Available in smooth, Diamond or

pleated style stitching for almost all Harleys, LePera are still hand-crafting all their seats after nearly 45 years as the market’s design leader. All LePera seats
feature a powder-coated steel base plate and a specially poured high-density “Marathon” molded foam foundation;  www.arlenness.com; www.lepera.com
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Brass Balls Cycles: Former AMD World Champion
production bike builder Dar Holdsworth is now
developing a popular precision-machined parts
program – many of the designs have evolved
from some of the design ideas seen on his
multiple award-winning bikes; Dar signed up with
Tucker Rocky just the week before their Dealer
Expo; www.brassballscycles.com

Battery Tender: The Deland, Florida based
starters and battery maintenance specialist is
on the expansion trail – company president
Mike Lenahan, left, is seen here with North
American VP Sales Clinton Green, center, and
International Business Development Manager
Alan Bradshaw. Check out the new upscale
Battery Tender embossed tin packaging and
merchandising displays;
www.batterytender.com

Avon Grips: Owner David Kelly says “our dealers
can choose from the widest range of advanced
design and materials grips on the market - Air
Cushion, Air GEL, Super Sport Air SS, Custom
Contour and Memory foam with a choice of
finishes, such as chrome and black anodized;
www.avongrips.com

product for, then we are ready for it.
“Either way, I do believe we are in good
shape and should be able to outperform
the market. We are focused on giving our
customers reasons to get excited about the
business opportunities we have for them,
and to help them make the most of the
opportunities they can find for their riders
from within our offerings. 

“We spent heavily to improve our
businesses in the second half of 2016, at a
time when the decline surprised a lot of
people, and we intend to continue doing so
to make sure we are positioned for growth
in a slow growth market.

“The platform we have built means we now
have the strategic muscle needed to
succeed, and we will continue to invest
heavily in our sales force and R&D
programs - this is absolutely the time to be
doing so. 
“If funding that and other investments has
meant temporarily curtailing expenditure
elsewhere, then that is what we have done;
if it has meant curtailing some expenditure
altogether and changing aspects of how we
were doing business, then we have done
that also.”
One issue that has been something that I
personally have always wondered about,
(and it becomes especially relevant from an
international dealer’s perspective) has been
the complex matrix of channels through
which a shop owner could buy a Kuryakyn
branded product, for example. Sometimes
there have been anything up to six or seven
channel options available to a dealer, with
domestic U.S. distributors competing with
dealer direct sales and, internationally, pan-
European and national distributors in
Europe competing against all the above as
well as each other. 
Does Graves see the merger of those
brands with a major distributor such as
Tucker Rocky as the moment in market
evolution when that complexity is
resolved?
“Well, Kuryakyn is a good example. The
focus has to be on providing the best
quality of dealer buying experience we can.
It is all about service and inventory, and if a
dealer gets that best by buying from us,
then great –  we want to be the best choice
he can make. The power is in the dealer's
hands: they can choose to buy directly from
Kuryakyn, purchase through Tucker, or have

“we have strong cash-flow
generating capabilities”

Cobra Engineering: The Yorba Linda, California
based exhaust and accessory manufacturer has
become one of the few aftermarket exhaust
brands to make significant progress with sales to
authorized Harley-Davidson dealerships under the
leadership of former Cycle World Editor Camron
Bussard; www.cobrausa.com

Rush Racing: National Sales Manager Adam
Daniel, left, and CEO Terry L. Daniel: “Biker’s
Choice is our exclusive distributor and they do
an excellent job for us. The sales team are
motivated and professional and get right
behind our product line”;
www.rushracingproducts.com

"Our Team Sales Model,
with ten teams based on
the major riding markets, is
a platform that allows us to
provide the tools and
resources our dealers need
to grow. We are working
with them to help develop
social media content, for
example, and provide
meaningful product
knowledge and sales
training," 
Kenan Ikels, VP Sales
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James Gaskets: The Nevada based manufacturer is presently gearing up for production of a new
program of gaskets for the 2017 Milwaukee-Eight tourers: “We’ve been working on a 2017 M-8 for a
few weeks now, and once R&D is done with testing specifications, we hope to have new products
available later this year,” says founder James Clark’s son Ryan, right, seen here with Technical Support
and R&D specialist Trevor Cleveland; www.jamesgaskets.com

Tucker drop ship directly to their end
customer, taking advantage of the practices
we have in place to support brick and
mortar dealers who also operate an e-
commerce business.
“If his route of choice is through another
distributor though, then that’s ok too. If
dealer direct is his preference, then also
great. So long as it is our product that is
being bought and used it’s a win-win. For
us it is about driving sales, not restricting
them. Availability, choice and competition
are critical to that; and to driving up the
standards of what everyone does for our
brands, ourselves included.
“We do not have a particular policy for
this; we have a more pragmatic approach.
How do we win in the market place? How
do we drive those sales? How do we link all
the elements to make sure that it is a
Kuryakyn product that is enjoyed by our

dealers’ customers?  How do we offer
dealers the best buying and service
experience using all of our assets? That is
where our focus is.
“As a result of the merger, we have the
strategic capabilities that we were missing.
Now that we have been through the
process of finessing the business, we have
successfully positioned the business for the
future. We are all optimistic about the
months and years to come.”
That being the case, I asked Graves if it is a
case of “every Dollar being green and
gorgeous” regardless of how it gets into
the MAG/TR balance sheet?
“Well they are, but it is up to us to compete
for the business effectively. We are working
to outperform others, but we have to earn
that, and we are also absolutely committed
to helping our business partners in the
industry. We want our vendor and dealer

“it is about driving sales, 
not restricting them”

American Suspension: Vince Costa, left, and
Mark Evans – top sellers for the Anaheim,
California based company include 26 and 30
inch bolt-on and weld-in neck kits, their “Grand
Slam” builder kits, front Air Ride and F-49DC
Bagger legs; www.americansuspension.com

Kibblewhite Precision Machining: Mike Perry,
Director of R&D and Technical Sales for the
Pacifica, California based valvetrain manufacturer
in full flow with a dealer group brought to his
booth by their Biker’s Choice sales rep;
www.kpmi.us

Dynatek: General Manager Scott Valentine:
“Available for most Harley-Davidson models, our
New Fusion EFI uses rpm and throttle position
inputs to base fuel adjustments on. In some cases,
additional inputs can be used, such as cylinder
head or water temperature, as well as gear
position or boost. Our Dynatune kit monitors the
fuel mixture (by installing the included Wide Band
O2 sensor(s) in the exhaust). It then sends this
information to the Dynatek Control Module and
automatically corrects it as you ride, letting you
feel the changes as they happen. Each map that
we offer has pre-set Air/Fuel ratio target values
included that we find to be the best overall
settings; www.dynaonline.com
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partners to succeed too.
Finally, I asked Graves about international
operations, and he made it quite clear that,
certainly as far as Tucker Rocky and Biker’s
Choice are concerned, domestic U.S. sales
are the key priority, and for now that there
are currently no plans for overseas
expansion.
He said that maybe in the medium to long-
term that is something to look at, but that
for now “you will see Tucker Rocky and
Biker’s Choice focused on the markets here
in the United States, and the MAG brands
will look to their international sales
themselves, as they have done very
effectively for several years with their third
party distributor partners.
“Our plan is for Tucker Rocky and Biker’s
Choice to stay firmly U.S. focused. That’s
not to say that there isn’t opportunity for
us in Europe and Asia, for sure there is –
but we have to take things in sensible
stages. At this time, we see those
opportunities as being through the sales
that our market leading brands can
continue to achieve internationally, not
through our own international
distribution.”

“the benefits
can become

apparent
quickly”

SuperTrapp: Kevin Berger, President, CEO and
Owner: “All new for 2017 are our all stainless TIG
welded ‘BootLegger’ 2:1s for 2010 – 2017 FLH
models; internal disc series slip-ons for Indian
Scouts; unfiltered 2:1:2 performance tuned
Bagger headpipe for Tourers – these produce less
heat than the stock headpipe and substantially
outflow the factory unit – and SuperTrapp ‘Stout’
and tunable 4” external disc-based ‘FatShot’ slip-
ons”; www.supertrapp.com

K&N Engineering: V-Twin Sector Manager
Johnny Jump: “Market response to our new series
of intakes has been fantastic. The RK Series is an
oversized high-flow air filter and backing plate,
with a dyno-tuned velocity stack and an
integrated breather system while maintaining the
stock air cleaner cover; the Aircharger is an
aggressive 90 degree cast-aluminum high-velocity
intake tube and high-flow washable air filter for a
true performance look and increased horsepower
that you can really feel; and our ‘Street Metal
Line’ - the Shaker features a nostalgic look with
exaggerated sanded fins. It is a cast aluminum
high-volume intake with oversized high-flow air
filter and integrated breather system – the built-
in dyno-tuned velocity stack directs airflow to the
throttle body”; www.knfilters.com

NAMZ: Jeff Zielinski (seen with Amybeth
Laroche) told AMD: “We had a great year in
2016. Our Badlands control modules and have
been re-engineered and the new designs use
the same mold and same circuit board, but
reduced machine time, and a simplified bill of
materials means better pricing, fill rates into
the high 90s and a near perfect module which
already boasted a less than a 1% failure rate
per 20,000 units sold!” Badlands started
offering a lifetime warranty at the beginning
of the year, but with those statistics, it
probably won’t be needed;
www.namzccp.com

JIMS: Denise Hughes and Jay Theissen: from
engines to cams, transmissions to tools. Founded
by Jim Theissen in 1967, the Camarillo, California
based manufacturer’s 50,000 sq ft “Palace of
Precision” exports worldwide. Recent new
products include their patent pending ForceFlow
cylinder head cooler. Heat is directed away from
the engine by a high-tech NASCAR derived
cooling fan directed at the head gasket surface,
pushing high velocity air through the cylinder fin
pack in a wide flow pattern. JIMS say ForceFlow
can lower head temperatures up to 100 degrees!
www.jimsusa.com

TTS: Glendale, Arizona based fuel injection
specialist Steve Cole: “The MasterTune
Communications Interface is the tool that
provides 2-way communication between the
bike's ECM and a Windows-based laptop/PC
utilizing the MasterTune software. The
interface also provides stand-alone data
logging for diagnostic and calibration
support. Available in single and two-bike
versions”; www.mastertune.net

Barnett Clutches & Cables: Recent new
products from the respected Californian cables to
clutches manufacturer include complete Scorpion
clutch assemblies for ‘07-’16 Big Twins, clutch kits
for 2017 FLs, Scorpion series clear derby covers,
Big Twin clutch spring conversion kits, clutch
cables for ‘14-’16 Chief, Chieftain, Roadmaster
and Scout models; www.barnettclutches.com

Galfer USA: Jim Morgan: “Our ‘Wave’ rotors
have always been popular, but our new ‘Skull’
rotor design is selling really well in the
custom and V-twin markets.” The Barcelona,
Spain based manufacturer offers brake pads,
lines and rotors and hoses for the majority of
motorcycle segments, including Harleys, as OE
replacements and upgrades;
www.galferusa.com
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Former Modified World Champion
Shaw Harley-Davidson, based in
East Sussex, UK, have won the UK
and Ireland round of Harley’s 2017
“Battle of the Kings” competition
with “Beach Bobber”. UK dealers
were invited to produce budget
capped Sportster customs based on
either the Iron 883, Roadster, or in
the case of Shaw’s “Beach Bobber”,
an XL 48.
Customized in their ’Speed and
Custom’ division by Head Custom
Technician Neil Sefton and Service
Manager Simon Pocock, judging of
the UK BOTK was at the Carole
Nash MCN London Motorcycle

Show (17-19 February); aftermarket
parts include a custom fuel tank,
Free Spirits top yoke, RSD
handlebars and risers, Lowbrow
Customs rear fender, Vintage crown
fuel cap, Shaw Speed & Custom
one-off exhaust, Motogadget
vintage speedo, paintwork by Image
Design Custom, soft texture wheel
paint.
Second place went to Guildford
Harley-Davidson with “Cookie
Cutter”, by Michael Noble, also
based on an XL 48, with third place
going to the legendary Warr’s
Harley-Davidson, on the King’s Road
in London’s Chelsea, with “Super

Hooligan”, a street-going flat
tracker interpretation of the Harley
Roadster by Warr’s Charlie
Stockwell, one of the UK’s leading
customizers.
The 2017 UK BOTK winner “Beach
Bobber” will now go forward to
represent UK and Ireland against
fellow finalists from across Europe
at the BOTK grand finale to be held
at Milan’s EICMA motorcycle

exhibition in November 2017 to
decide the overall “Battle of the
Kings” 2017 champion.
If you want to see more of the kind
of stylish work being produced by
authorized Harley-Davidson dealers
in the UK currently, many more of
the bikes that entered the contest
can be seen here …
customkings.harley-
davidson.com

“Beach Bobber” wins
UK and Ireland “Battle
of the Kings” contest

Beach Bobber

Cookie CutterSuper Hooligan

This edition includes... “Battle of the kings”, 2017 Carole Nash Irish Motorbike and Scooter Show,
Krugger Motorcyles’ 3rd place bike ‘Ladd’ & ‘Showbike Fighting’ Jakarta, Indonesia
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Record crowds filled the halls of the Royal
Dublin Society facility at the beginning of
March (3 – 5) as the 2017 edition of the
biennial Carole Nash Insurance sponsored
Irish Motorbike and Scooter Show pointed
to continued revival in the small but
passionate and creative motorcycle market
in Ireland.
That creativity was apparent again in the
standard and number of custom bikes
entered in to the AMD World Championship
affiliated Ireland International Custom
Show.
With two winners (best Irish and best
International Guest builders) winning
expenses to represent the show at the 2018
AMD World Championship, a strong field
would have been hoping to replicate the
success of Mick O’Shea and Don Cronin
who, after winning the ‘Dublin’ Show went
on to scoop the AMD World Championship
In 2013 with the much admired ‘Rondine’ –
an exquisitely customized 1971 Moto Guzzi.
Last year they again spearheaded an Irish
invasion at ‘INTERMOT Customized’ that
saw Mick and Don take home the Street
Performance class win with ‘Road Fever’, a
1987 Ducati 750, and saw Noel Connolly
add to the Irish trophy cabinet with an 11th
place in the Freestyle Class for the
remarkable ‘Strom’ – the first ever E-Bike to
compete at ‘The AMD’.
This year Cronin (Medaza Cycle) struck
again taking the Irish Championship win,
with his customized BMW1000RS; 

followed by Noel Connolly second with a
Harley “Saltster 883” – a Bonneville
interpretation of the venerable Sportster
with which he also took Best Custom, and
Harry Harrison, a new young builder
emerging onto the scene in Ireland, was
third with a Suzuki GSXR 750 Café Racer
interpretation with which he also took the
Best Engineering award.
The ‘International Best in Show’ prize went
to Brit Paul Milbourn for his Moto Guzzi
“Titanium”; his fellow Brit Larry Houghton
(another man with an AMD World
Championship “rap sheet” as long as your
arm) was second with a re-envisioning of
“Café Rouge”, his Sturgis 2008 AMD World
Championship Freestyle entry; Ian Cushing
of Second City Customs made it a clean
sweep of international podium spots for UK
builders in third place (plus the Best Mod
Harley class win) with his FXR.
The event was generously supported by
Deltran of Florida, the ‘Battery Tender’
manufacturer, who provided product
contingency prizes for the top three Irish
and International builders, and by Zodiac
International and their Irish agent Bridge
Garage who stepped up with a cash prize

fund of € 7,300 (nearly $8,000) of cash
prizes.
All ‘AMD’ entrants also received a ‘Goodie
Bag’ from Ace Café London.
Our thanks also go to UK builder and
current Las Vegas winner Pete Pearson of
Rocket Bobs, Blue Miller of 100 Percent
Biker magazine in the UK, Paul Timpson of
Zodiac International and AMD’s
‘ShowMaster’ Neil Blaber for judging and
prize giving duties.

www.irishmotorbikeshow.com

Don Cronin won the Irish
Championship with his
customized BMW1000RS

Paul Milbourn scooped the
International Best in Show prize
with Moto Guzzi “Titanium”

Big turn-out for ‘Dublin Show’
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B
elgian Fred “Krugger”
Bertrand’s AMD World
Championship story goes way
back to the first ever World
Championship in California in

2004. He was 3rd that year, and again a
year later in Las Vegas. In fact, Fred has
scored more AMD World Championship
points and more podium positions than
any other builder – famously scooping

the World Championship itself in 2010
and 2014, another third spot in 2009 and
a fourth in 2013.
His third place in 2016 was with ‘LADD’,
an S&S 103” engined, drop bars style
Cafe Racer with a GSX front end that is
named after a famed U.S. airbase at
Fairbanks, Alaska, which hosted drag
races until the airfield was remodelled
in 2010.

The billet wheels are Krugger
Motorcycles designed and made (21”
front with 120 Avon, 20” rear with 220
Avon), the drivetrain is Harley, the frame
is a Krugger original with 28 degrees
rake, and the in-board brakes are by
Beringer, France.
This isn’t the first time Fred has paid
homage to a historic motorcycle drag
racing venue – his 2008 S&S 50th
anniversary Panhead “Half Day”
celebrated the legendary Illinois drag
strip where S&S founder George Smith
played out the passion for speed that led
ultimately to the performance parts
manufacturer we know today.

D’By Fred “Krugger” Bertrand of
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Often referenced as, statistically, the
third largest motorcycle/PTW market in
the world, Indonesia hasn’t really been
on the northern hemisphere’s radar as a
hotbed of custom bike building culture,
but that may be about to change.
There has always been a small but
passionate custom scene there, and we here
at AMD Magazine are proud to announce
that there is about to be an AMD World
Championship of Custom Bike Building show
in the Indonesian capital, Jakarta.
Organized by Indramawan, Managing Editor
of Otoplus Indonesia, a leading automotive
and motorcycle magazine (www.otoplus.id),
the 2016 “Showbike Fighting” AMD World
Championship affiliate event will have been
staged and the winners known by the time
the print edition of this

month’s AMD Magazine hits your
desk - it is taking place April 1 –
2 at the 18th ‘Otobursa Tumplek
Blek’, a leading Indonesian
Automotive expo in Jakarta.
However, if it goes well, and if
enthusiasm and determination is
any guarantee of success, then it
will now take its place on the
AMD Official Affiliate Custom
Bike Show calendar – hopefully
for many years to come.
Though new to the AMD
program this year, the show, and
the efforts of Indramawan and
his “fellow travellers” to bring
international recognition and
profile to Indonesian Custom
Culture, go back nearly 15 years.

As a media with the main interest in
motorcycle modification and custom, Otoplus
is aware of the importance of giving
influence to its readers and followers.
Therefore, Otoplus needs a flagship event as
a showcase, to keep the custom and
modification culture evolving.
‘Showbike Fighting’ was first staged in 2004
- a year after Otoplus Magazine had started –
coincidentally the same year of the first AMD
World Championship.
Inspired by the simplicity of concept and
emphasis on hand-craftsmanship that they
saw early World Championship winners such
as Roger Goldammer succeeding with, the
Indonesian custom community started to
build their own bikes, and as their careers
evolved, as Indra told us: “The more
complicated, technically sophisticated
constructions such as the hydraulic steering,
reverse-mounted engines and 2x single side
arms especially seen on builds by the likes of

www.AMDchampionship.com

‘Showbike Fighting’ Jakarta,
Indonesia, becomes AMD
World Championship Affiliate

Indramawan,
Managing
Editor of
Otoplus
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Bertrand Dubet/Fred Miano with ‘Anima’, also
had an influence – showing that simplicity
could live with innovation, with advanced
engineering solutions.
“We started to regularly showcase the bikes
that we were seeing in the AMD World
Championship in Otoplus and published
special editions called ‘Showbike’ that

showed the Indonesian market what was
happening in Europe and USA, and that
helped raise the bar here and shape “the art
of the possible.”
“In 2013, our “Ride The World” campaign, in
alliance with Kustomfest, saw us invite
Roland Sands from RSD to join our programs
with an ‘RSD Challenge’. 

In the program, we challenge our
customizers and builders to build a bike from
a sketch that Roland made. In the grand
finale, Roland decided to choose the 2-
nominee bikes from Susanto ‘Yayang’
Gunawan (909 Hotmatic – Bandung), and
Siswo ‘Wiwin’ Winoto (Win’s Paddock –
Purwokerto) as winners.

Otoplus crew

http://www.kellermann-online.com


http://www.bikerfest.it


http://www.feulingparts.com
http://www.namzccp.com
http://www.barnettclutches.com


http://www.metalsportwheels.com
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E Jason Jessee Signature Series
custom grips
Jason Jessee is a rare individual who's known across multiple
subcultures, including skateboarding and motorcycling, with
skills and style in all of them. New from J. Jessee and Lowbrow
Customs are these Jason Jessee Signature Series waffle grips.
Lowbrow Customs has over three dozen unique styles of
handlebar grips, ranging from traditional to unique. These
newest additions are available in three classic colorways,
ensuring a perfect accent to a wide variety of bikes: cork,
natural gum and black. 
They are available for both 1” and 7/8” handlebars. Other very
popular Lowbrow grips include the Cole Foster Signature
Series and Lowbrow Beck grips. 

LOWBROW CUSTOMS
Brunswick, OH, USA
Tel: 885 456 9276
sales@lowbrowcustoms.com
www.lowbrowcustoms.com

Raked triple trees for Heritage
Softail and Fat Boy
Woodward, Oklahoma based Covingtons Customs
has these raked triple trees for Heritage Softail and
Fat Boy models.
“Finding the perfect front end rake for your
Heritage Softail or Fat Boy can be a real challenge,”
says Jerry Covington. “But based on our 40 years of
custom building experience, we think we have come
up with the perfect solution.
“Our 3° triple trees provide the perfect amount of
rake to give the bike the look you are after without
sacrificing the performance. Add to that the beauty
and durability of a chrome-plated finish on CNC-
machined aluminum, they make for the perfect
visual accent.”
They fit all years of FLST, FLSTF and FLSTC with
stock tins or nacelle and include all necessary
mounting hardware. 

COVINGTONS CUSTOMS
Woodward, OK, USA
Tel: 580 256 2939
info@covingtonscyclecity.com
www.covingtonscyclecity.com

Throttle-by-wire extensions
Installing taller handlebars generally also means extending the
throttle-by-wire for 2008 and up Baggers. In addition to
manufacturing the world's largest range of control cables for
Harley models, California based Barnett Clutches & Cables
also offers throttle-by-wire extensions.
These plug and play extensions make installation easy - they
are a simple install with no individual wires to mess with, and
no soldering or modifications are required. Available in lengths
of 8”, 12”, 15” and 20”, the 20 incher extension features a
bare end for routing through sharp handlebar bends. Available

for 2008-15 FLs (except CVO/SE) and all 2016-17 models
using throttle by wire.

BARNETT CLUTCHES & CABLES
Ventura, California, USA
Tel: 805 642 9435
info@barnettcables.com
www.barnettcables.com
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Launched in time for Daytona Bike Week,
Dahlonega, Georgia based Hawg Halters has
introduced a new forged billet wheel with
matching true floating brake rotors.
The new ‘Spartan’ has “stunning, contoured
3-dimensional spokes with intricate design
accents throughout. It is available in show
Chrome or ‘Shadow Cut’ in sizes from 16
through 32 inches, with Avon tires available
in 16, 18, 21 or 23” sizes.
Set up at Rossmeyer's Destination Harley-
Davidson during Daytona Bike Week, one of
the primary parts, accessory, tuning and
custom bike “hot spots”, Hawg Halters will
also have their new taper-cut billet fork

covers on show, with all their front end and
builder kits, triple tree and brake set-up
options.
Also available in show Chrome or ‘Shadow
Cut’, the new covers fit both early and late
model touring bike applications and come
in +1 to + 4 inch lengths to fit applications
from stock to 32 inches – they have been
designed to “give the custom builder an
‘out of the box’ solution to longer front

ends and big wheel conversions.
Noted for their stopping power, reliability
and durability, HHI also has their four or six
piston direct bolt-on calipers available as an
optional extra. 
Hawg Halters now has a Western United
States warehouse up and running to better
serve their Western US and Canadian
customers.

HAWG HALTERS INC.
Dahlonega, Georgia, USA
Tel: 877 442 5837
info@hawghalters.com
www.hawghalters.com

Billet fork leg covers

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES

HHI ‘Spartan’
forged billet wheel

40 AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE DEALER - APRIL 2017 www.AMDchampionship.com

http://www.darkhorsecrankworks.com


http://www.arnottcycles.com


http://www.maximausa.com


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE DEALER - APRIL 2017 43www.AMDchampionship.com

VO2 ‘Cage
Fighter’

Santa Fe Springs, California performance specialist
Vance & Hines may be best known for their market
leading exhausts and race track “derring-do”, but
from the Fuelpak to their ‘Raceshop’ engine
components, they offer a range of solutions all
backed by the unmatched performance credentials
that their race pedigree gives them.
Their VO2 air cleaner program sits right in there with
the mission to help you give your customers those
all-important extra horses and great custom
performance styling, and seen here is the VO2 ‘Cage
Fighter’, the latest addition to their performance air
cleaner line-up.
Sporting a sleek and minimalistic design, the VO2
‘Cage Fighter’ is designed for maximum air flow to
the filter element while providing a custom look.
Available for 2008-2016 Touring/Trike, 2016-2017
Softail "S" Series, 2011-2017 CVO Softail, 2001-
2015 Softail (except 2011-2015 CVO Softail & S
Series), 2004-2017 Dyna (except 2016-2017 S
Series), 2002-2007 Delphi Touring, 1999-2006 CV
Carb Softail, Dyna and Touring, and 1991-2017
Sportsters.
The kit includes washable high-flow filter element,
large inlet backing plate and billet Venturi. Available
in brushed finish, it takes its place among the other
designs and finish options in the VO2 line-up –
including the ‘Rogue’, ‘Drak Carbon’, ‘Grenade’ and
naked version.

VANCE & HINES
Santa Fe Springs, California, USA
Tel: 562 921 7461
sales@vanceandhines.com
www.vanceandhines.com

OptiMate 4 - Version 3 has landed
First introduced in 2008, TecMate’s
OptiMate 4 quickly became
established as one of the most
popular battery chargers in their
line-up. 
Version 2, introduced in 2010, had
two major updates - high frequency,
fully electronic power conversion
(able to receive global 100 – 240Vac
power) and a dual program feature.
Program 1 gave direct charging to a
12V battery via the battery clips or
permanent battery leads with M6
(1/4”) rings; program 2 allowed
charging to be activated through the
CAN bus controlled 12V power port
on motorcycles such as Beemers -
OptiMate 4’s keyless program
communicated seamlessly with the CAN bus
control and guaranteed 24-7 maintenance
without the need of supervision. 
The keyless entry and additional features,
such as the ability to save a battery from as
low as 0.5V and pre- and post-charging
testing (allowing the user to monitor charge
progress), quickly made the OptiMate 4 dual
program the most popular and trusted
charger in global powersport.  
The new Version 3 retains all these
advantages and more. The more efficient
power circuitry (California approved) now
delivers 1 Amp of charge current, and

refinements in the software control further
speeds charging - with the visual LED
instructions on the charger itself helping
keep the user informed of charge progress
at a glance.
Two models of the Version 3 are available -
the standard V3 OptiMate 4 and a dedicated
BMW CAN bus edition.  

TECMATE
Tienen, BELGIUM
Tel: +32 (0)16 805440
www.tecmate.com
www.optimate1.com

Extreme performance
‘Bagger’ swingarm
Dayton, Ohio based Brock’s Performance is offering
new, hand-crafted performance aluminum extended
(0 – 3” over) Bagger swingarms. Described as 100
percent bolt-on designs, they can be used with the
OEM rear wheel, caliper, spacers and associated
components.

Engineered for use in high-power, high-torque
applications, the optional 28mm DOM (Drawn
Over Mandrel) hollow steel axle is
proven to 350 ft-lbs; the 3-
position shock mounts
(+1” forward, standard, -1
rearward) allow flexibility
in ride height and billet axle
adjusters/ends + grade 8
steel adjuster bolts prevent
axle slide.
They have replaceable

Aurora PTFE lined spherical bearings pre-installed,
shed up to 50% of unsprung weight vs. the OEM
swingarm, and are available in a natural brushed
aluminum finish. 
Brock’s say that “our 6061-T6 heat-treated
aluminum extrusion means dependable strength,
and we know we are offering unequaled
craftsmanship, engineering and weld quality.”

BROCK’S PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
Dayton, Ohio, USA
Tel: 937 912 0054
dealersupport@brocksperformance.com
www.brocksperformance.com
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Aachen, Germany based manufacturer Kellermann
GmbH have added to their award-winning, popular,
premium bullet lights program with a new design -
the Bullet Atto, an extremely small and spectacularly
bright indicator.
Company CEO Dr. Stefan Wöste says: “‘The Bullet
Atto is compact with excellent illuminating power
and is our smallest indicator ever.” 
The light surface of the Atto would fit four times on
a 1 Cent coin – this reduction in indicator unit size
offers completely new styling options for the
motorcycle. “In fact, the Bullet Atto basically
disappears on the motorcycle. This indicator will only
grab the attention when it really has to!”
The Bullet Atto flashes with the intensity of
Kellermann’s larger, but still quite discreet, bullet
lights with “maximum illuminating power at minimal
size, in short - sensationally small, spectacularly
bright!
The optimized light channelling is managed through
a smart system of lenses and reflectors. In addition
to Kellermann’s established high power LED
technology, their R&D team used new EXtranz
technology for the first time - Extreme Optical
Transparency technology.

The complete electronics of the Bullet Atto are in the
casing; this indicator can be plugged into the 12 volt
net directly, and is approved (in Europe) as front or
rear indicator.
Suitable for 12 volt DC applications, the integrated
circuit-operated 330 KHz design is protected by long
life “Protection Guard”. The company, having been
a target for product counterfeiting in the past, has
their design and technology covered by European
Design Protection; the Atto (a metric unit prefix
denoting a factor of 10 to the -18 … in other words,
very small!) is manufactured in a high-quality metal
housing and mounts with a M5 x 0.5 x 6.5 fastening
screw.

KELLERMANN GmbH
Aachen, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)241 938 080
From the US Tel: 01149 241 938 080
info@kellermann-online.com
www.kellermann-online.com 
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Introducing the Kellermann
Bullet Atto – “small, powerful
and perfectly formed!”

Twin Power
gasket kits
Made in the USA, Twin Power gaskets are
offered as complete application-specific kits
with all necessary gaskets and seals (or sold
individually), with the “highest quality kits”
including AFM (Asbestos Free Material) and
MLS (Multi-Layered Steel) style gaskets.
“One of the biggest complaints we’ve heard

about gaskets is how they’re packaged,”
says James Simonelli, Brand Manager for
Twin Power. “Many of the gaskets on the
market are packaged in uneven quantities,
which makes no sense. We’ve also reduced
package quantities on many items to help
keep inventory costs down.”
Simonelli says Twin Power gaskets offer
improved sealing capability, minimal
required load to seal, high-crush resistance,
exceptional torque retention and
outstanding resistance to blowout. Seen
here are Twin Power’s primary gasket and
top end gasket kits.

TUCKER ROCKY
Fort Worth, Texas, USA
Tel: 817 258 9000
tuckerrocky@tuckerrocky.com
www.twinpower-usa.com
www.bikerschoice.com

Primary Gasket Kit

Top End Kit 
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‘Burly Brand’ fairings
Zodiac is offering these new universal
design fairings for use with 5 3/4"
headlights by ‘Burly Brand’. Made of
molded ABS, they come with an
opaque impact resistant acrylic
windscreen and black powder-
coated steel mounting brackets
for adjustable fitting on 35 thru
49mm front forks. Both Touring

Sport fairings feature styling
pockets left and right of the

headlight, offering customization potential with
lighting. Available in four styles – ‘Outlaw’, ‘Café
Sport’, ‘Touring Sport’ and a ‘Tall Touring Sport’.

Sportster front pulley guard
and sprocket cover

This Genuine Zodiac brand front pulley cover with a
stainless steel wire mesh center and heavy duty steel
front pulley guard is available in black or chrome
billet aluminum for 2004 to present XL Sportster
models. They are easy-install bolt-ons, individually or
as a set; almost all Genuine Zodiac products are
covered by a 2-year warranty. 

Kerker ‘Stouts’ for M-8 and
older tourers
Made in the USA by SuperTrapp, these Kerker ‘Stouts’
are chrome plated or black coated 4" (10cm)
diameter slip-on mufflers, designed to fit the stock
head pipes on 1995 to 2017 FLH and FLT models.
They feature a traditional core, which targets a higher
spread of power, providing more mid-range rpm up
through the red line. They come with factory
installed, streamlined and internal tapered billet
aluminum end caps that have recessed fasteners.
SuperTrapp say they “provide a bold, strong power
curve from mid-range on up with a 9.6 (17%) BHP
and 9 (12%) ft.lb torque gain over stock (measured
on a 2010 FLH); 97dB or 5dB over stock mufflers on
US models.

Freedom Performance 
M-8 systems

Zodiac has a wide selection of slip-on mufflers,
performance headers and full 2-into-1 and 2-into-2
exhaust systems available for the new M-8 tourers.
Among them are these Freedom Performance
Exhausts slip-on mufflers, which are “well known for
their deep rumble, with optional quiet baffles
available for most applications.”

US to EU taillight conversion
module
Almost every Harley made for U.S.
sale has a brake light
and indicator
combination which
activates the turn
signals in addition to
the brake light – a set-
up that  requi res
modification to meet EU
regulations if imported into Europe. Zodiac say that
this conversion module is a microcontroller based
solution that converts the two signals coming from
the original flasher/brake light combination into four
separate outputs for brake light, taillight and left and
right turn signals.

M-8 ‘Big Suckers’
The Arlen Ness popular and award-winning ‘Big
Sucker’ performance air cleaner program has been
extended to include fitments for the 2017 M-8
tourers and 2017 trike models. Ness claim that this
is “the best and simplest performance air cleaner kit
available - period!” Also available from Zodiac for
Evolution Big Twins, Sportsters and Twin Cams, the
Ness "Sucker" backing plate features a built-in
intake support and built-in breather tunnels at each
head to decrease crankcase pressure. Each tunnel
exits at the mount of the intake to create a virtually
closed-loop system. Breather features O-ring banjo
bolt seals and a radiused intake manifold – “for no
oil hoses, no oil fittings, no leaking and no mess”!

All kits include a "Big Sucker" aluminum backing
plate in choice of plain natural aluminum, chrome or
black; Team Ness High-Flow air filter; chrome banjo
bolts; simple instructions and all necessary hardware.
These kits are designed to be used with the stock
outer air filter cover. 

‘Beck’ air-cooled
spark plugs 
Added to Zodiac’s extensive
range of parts for older and
vintage Harleys, these M18
x 1.5 spark plugs are for all
Harley singles 1926 thru
1934, all 45ci models, all side valve Big Twin
and Knucklehead engines; they replace HD
no. 3.

Ciro headlight bezel
Distributed in Europe by Zodiac,
recent additions to the Ciro range
include this headlight bezel for
tourers and trikes. “A new design,
it has been sculpted to perfectly fill
the space around the headlight for
a streamlined look. It features
custom fang-shaped, bright white
LED running l ights that
automatically turn on and off with
the headlight.” Easy to install, it ships with
everything needed to mount and plug into the
accessory port with no cutting, drilling or splicing.

Easily removable light housings make painting to
color-match easy. 

Saddlebag accents lights
and extensions

Also added to Zodiac’s Ciro inventory, “this is the part
that the factory forgot!” These Ciro filler panel lights
complete the rear end of 2006 to present Touring
models by “filling the large unsightly gaps with a
smooth, flowing chrome or black accent and LED light.
This part dramatically increases visibility from the rear
by incorporating an ultra-bright plasma amber turn
signal along with red low intensity running and high
intensity brake lights.” Kits are also available with
chrome or black side-filler panels for certain models.
“Matching saddlebag extensions to really finish the
rear end of the bike and create that full-custom look
also available.” Easy ‘plug and play’ installation. 

ZODIAC INTERNATIONAL BV
Mijdrecht, NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 (0)297 288 621
sales@zodiac.nl
www.zodiac.nl

Zodiac additions
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Pine Island, Minnesota
based Khrome Werks
continues to add new
high-performance Jim
Preisler designs to
their 2017 offer,
among them these
new three-step
headers with 4.5” HP-
Plus billet tip mufflers
for 2017 tourers.
Made in 16 gauge
stainless steel, they feature 1-3/4 - 1-7/8 - 2
inch 3-step primaries, spherical port caps to
insure sealing, 18mm and 12mm O2 bungs,
interconnect for increased torque, full 2.00”
left side cross-over for maximum flow and
dual P-Clamp mounting that allows the
system to expand freely.

The muffler bodies are 4 ½ inches with 2
inch inlets and have aluminum billet tips
with heat resistant black finish, high-flow
absorptive baffle with expansion chamber
to maximize torque and combination
stainless steel and high-temp fiberglass
baffle wrap.
The system has 2 ½ inch diameter 16 gauge
steel heat shields with 220 degree wrap,
which are available in highly polished nickel
chrome, high temperature proprietary black,
or highly polished Eclipse black chrome.
The company says that these 2017 tourer
systems “increase horsepower and torque
and enhance low frequency and dampened
high frequency tones.” Mounting hardware
is included with OEM style muffler and
header clamps. 

KHROME WERKS
Pine Island, Minnesota, USA
Tel: 507 884 0483
mailbox@khromewerks.com
www.khromewerks.com

4-1/2" spotlight bar
New from Monrovia, California based custom lights
specialist Headwinds, this is a new 4-1/2" 38  degree
spotlight bar design for Road King, and ’85 and later
Electra Glide models.
For bikes raked 12 degrees and over, Headwinds has
used the common sense experience garnered in over
25 years experience providing improved and
updated Harley lighting solutions to solve the
problem caused by custom
rake angles - this new 38
degree light bar brings the
spotlights and turn signals back
down to illuminate the road,
rather than the sky!

Other rake angle solutions are available; the
spotlight spacing is wider than stock to allow
Headwinds' 4-1/2” Rocket spotlights to clear the
fairing. Also shown are their matching Vampire series
2” turn signals and 12 degree raked headlight bezel.
The bar fits with stock hardware and detachable

windshields; available in chrome,
black or polished aluminum.

HEADWINDS
Monrovia, CA, USA
Tel: 626 359 8044
headwinds@headwinds.com
www.headwinds.com

Three-step headers
for 2017 M-8s
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Sportster conversion options
German custom bike builder and parts designer Fred
Kodlin has added to his program of styling parts with
Racing style and Cafe Racer conversion parts for
Sportster models.
Handmade in steel by Kodlin’s craftsmen at their

Borken/Hessen, central Germany, workshops, they are
TUV approved for Sportsters 2004 and up with up to
200 rear tires and ship raw and ready for paint.
Also seen here, Kodlin’s stylish black seats in durable
leatherette (with metal baseplates available) complete
the look.
Other Sportster products available include a
handmade chin spoiler, custom swingarms, and the 2
into 1 performance exhaust system seen here,
available for all 883 and 1200 Sportsters, exclusively
made by Kodlin in collaboration with Austrian
manufacturer Remus. 
Street legal in Europe, they come with an EG operating

certificate; made in black coated stainless steel, they
include heat shields and carbon end caps, come with
optimal sound control and exchangeable dB killer, and
are said to produce up to 8 hp more power than the
stock Harley XL system. Lambda connectors and
insertable catalytic converters available.

FRED KODLIN MOTORCYCLES
Borken/Hessen, GERMANY
Tel. +49 (0)5682 70710
support@kodlin.com
www.kodlin.com
http://kodlin-shop.com

Kodlin Racing style conversion – black finished
stainless steel 2:1 exhaust also seen here

Sportster Racing style
fender in steel

“Tuck & Roll” seat in leatherette –
Cafe Racer style; also available for

the Racing style conversion

Sportster Cafe Racer
style fender in steel

http://www.motorcyclestorehouse.nl


Designed and manufactured by EMD
(Esteves Motorcycle Design, France) and
available through Drag Specialties, these
retro style Vortex air cleaner housings are
made in die-cast aluminum with CNC-
milled gasket surface and central
porthole in thermoformed Lexan to
“increase flow and to watch that spray of
raw fuel when you grab a handful of
throttle.”
Lightweight and functional, they include

a stainless steel back plate and hardware;
K&N air filter element and carb support
brackets/breather systems are available
separately.
Available in black cut or raw, with some
exceptions, they are available for ‘90-‘06 Big
Twin and ‘88-‘06 Sportsters with CV carb or
‘01-‘17 models with Delphi EFi. 

DRAG SPECIALTIES
Janesville, Wisconsin, USA
Tel: 608 758 1111
drag@dragspecialties.com
www.dragspecialties.com

‘Keg’ style
risers

New from Oklahoma City based Brass Balls
Cycles, these 1” bar ‘Keg’ style risers for Springer
front ends are 2.5” tall with 2” diameter, giving
the bars a 1.75” rise from the bottom of the riser
to the bar centreline. Machined from 6061-T6
heat-treated aerospace grade billet aluminum;
mounting hardware included. Brass Balls Cycles,
USA, www.brassballscycles.com

Cast Vortex air
cleaner housings

http://www.motorcyclestorehouse.nl


MAG Connection adds
Arnott Air Suspension
France based purchasing portal provider and
distribution, buying consortium and vendor
representation specialist MAG Connection continues
to expand the fast-growing range of brands it
represents.
The latest addition to their line-up is the Air Suspension
range from Florida based specialist Arnott.
Described as “the leader in true on-board adjustable
air suspension kits for motorcycles”, Arnott’s air
suspension systems feature proven height and
rebound-adjustable, nitrogen-charged FOX shock
absorbers for a “custom-tuneable safe and
comfortable ride.”
Available for 1990 to 2017 Tourers and 2001-2016
Softails, Arnott’s patent-pending TruAIR motorcycle air
suspension kits consist of two options – their “Smooth
Ride” and “Ultimate Ride” application-specific kits,

featuring a rugged Goodyear air spring bladder and
monoshock damper design. For added ride comfort,
Arnott offers some Ultimate Ride kits with FOX's
rebound adjustment dial, so the rider can quickly and
easily modify the internal damping characteristics of
the application-specific shocks.
Arnott pairs the shocks with a small but powerful
compressor – these are not air cylinder or air-assisted
systems, but true limited lifetime warranty backed air
suspensions – hence “TruAIR”.

MAG CONNECTION
Paris, FRANCE
Tel: +33 (0)8 20 82 01 11
gg@mag-online.com
www.mag-connection.com

Jackpot M-8 stainless steel FLH head pipe
Jackpot head pipes are said to be “the
highest quality, best performing head pipes
on the market,” according to Fuel Moto’s
Jamie Long.
These Jackpot Milwaukee-Eight 2-1-2
stainless steel head pipes are designed to
deliver “top level performance and the
ultimate in heat dissipation for both rider
and passenger.  The Jackpot head pipe
accepts the factory M-8 heat shields. We
have made installation extremely easy by
incorporating heat shield alignment tabs
into the design.”
Made from heavy duty .065 wall tubing,
precise CNC formed mandrel bends mean
each pipe is beautifully crafted with TIG
welding done entirely by hand.  
“Also new for the 2017 Jackpot head pipe is
our exclusive Fuel Moto Tunable Collector
Insert (TCI) for adjusting sound, horsepower

and torque levels. It comes pre-installed and
is easily removed with a single button head
screw.
Features include 18mm and 12mm oxygen
sensor bungs to accommodate stock and
wide band O2 sensors (plugs are also
included), exclusive large diameter merge
collector with continuous stepped outlet
sections and new Fuel Moto exhaust port
gaskets.
They accept OEM and aftermarket 2.5”
right-side mufflers, support stock to
130+Hp builds and are backed by a lifetime
warranty.

FUEL MOTO USA
Little Chute, WI, USA
Tel: 920 423 3309
info@fuelmotousa.com
www.fuelmotousa.com
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British manufacturer Venhill Engineering are well
known in Europe for their cables, with fitments for most
popular makes and models, and an impressive “back
catalog” of applications.
The company has now added replacement throttle and
clutch cable kits for Harley applications, in universal kits
with cables that are unfinished at one end, so that they
can be cut to length and used for custom applications
and builds as well as stock replacements.
All the connections are designed to fasten securely
without the need for soldering, so these are proper DIY
kits for 'home mechanics' as well as providing dealer
workshops with a versatile stocking solution. 
The dual throttle and idle cable kits pictured here come
in both push-fit and threaded versions, to suit a wide
range of models. Extra-long – at 1,350 mm/53 inches

- they allow for bikes fitted with high handlebars, and
come with either 90° or 75° bends, in a choice of black
or braided steel outers. The black cables have
longitudinal conduit (not coiled) which won't pinch on
bends, so they won't restrict cable movement.
The clutch cable (also shown here) is also made extra-
long - at 2080 mm/82 inches - and comes in black or
braided steel finishes to match the throttle. Like all
Venhill cables, they're designed to deliver improved
performance and durability, along with smoother
action.

VENHILL ENGINEERING
Dorking, Surrey, UK
Tel: +44 1306 885111
sales@venhill.co.uk
www.venhill.co.uk

Dual Throttle
and Idle
cable kits

Clutch cable kit

Replacement 51 and 55mm
Sportster throttle bodies
Described by Indianapolis based
Horsepower Inc. as the only Sportster
throttle body upgrade on the market, their

51mm and 55mm throttle bodies fit all fuel-
injected Sportsters and deliver improved
airflow over the stock 48mm item.
The kit includes a Billet-Pro air cleaner
equipped with a K&N lifetime warranty air
filter element (carbon fiber cover sold
separately).  
Designed to improve horsepower gains
between 8-10 hp, depending on other build
modifications, they feature hand-ported
intake runner diameters for 1.620 and 1.710
dimensions for both 51mm and 55mm
throttle bodies.

HORSEPOWER INC
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA
Tel: 317 757 8668
jimmy@horsepowerinc.net
www.horsepowerinc.net
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Extra-long brake and clutch
cable kits
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Fire & Ice Dual Touring saddle 
Designed for 2009 - 2017 H-D touring models, this
“Fire & Ice” touring saddle from Hollister, California
based specialist Corbin is the newest version of their
popular Dual Touring saddle, and is said to be the
world's first production heated AND cooled
motorcycle saddle.
“That's right,” says Corbin. “We were the first to
bring the luxury of heated seating to the market, and
now we've created an option for summer relief from
the discomfort of the heat build that can arise,
especially on long rides.
“Like all Corbin breakthrough innovations, this
system is designed for simple installation and fully
self-contained in the saddle. Simplicity, form and
function all wrapped up in one neat package.”
The seat features all the same properties that have
made Corbin’s original Dual Tour saddle a winner,
with generously sculpted seating panels for
maximum support. This model is specially designed
to fit the 2009 and up Electra Glide, Road Glide and
Street Glide models. 
“The lower chassis used for Harley's 2009 and up
Baggers freed us up for a new level of ergonomically
designed perfection. Wide, sculpted seating
positions create a larger area of contact for excellent
weight distribution, shaped like the body to eliminate
pressure points and give long lasting support.
“Ever heard of the Peltier Effect? If so, you've

probably already figured
out the basics of how the
Corbin ‘Fire & Ice’ system
works. With just a couple
of fans and some clever
application we can include
both heat and cool in the
same saddle without
pumps, compressors or
fluids. It should be noted
the cooling effect is
affected by ambient
temperature. In our
samples the room temperature was 74 degrees, and
it took just a few minutes to cool the seating surfaces
down to a much more comfortable 63 degrees. In our
continued tests, the system quickly cooled the
surface 10-15 degrees below ambient temperature.
On the heat side, we thermostatically set it to top out
at approximately 110 degrees.”

CORBIN SADDLES
Hollister, CA, USA
Tel: 831 634 1100
corbin01@corbin.com
www.corbin.com

Compu-Fire has announced upgraded 1.6 KW
high-torque starters for 2007 and up Big
Twins.
Designed with an 11-tooth drive gear for
faster cranking, the Compu-Fire high-torque
starter has a heavy-duty clutch design “to
handle the heaviest of loads with 4.44: 1
gear reduction,” says Sales Manager Ian
Morier. 
The powerful OEM dimension 1.6KW output
high-torque allows easy starting and can still
be used with the stock battery cables; the
size means it is an easy install, even on
Softails. They are available in chrome and
black finishes.  

PERTRONIX PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
San Dimas, California, USA
Tel: 909 599 5955
contact@pertronix.com
www.pertronix.com
www.compufire.com

Compu-Fire high-torque starters
for 2007 and up Big Twins
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INTERNATIONAL
HEAD OFFICE

THE NETHERLANDS

ZODIAC INTERNATIONAL B.V.

Tel: 0031(0)297 288621

Email: sales@zodiac.nl

AUSTRALIA

CASSONS PTY. LTD.

TEL: +61 28882 1900

Email: enquiries@cassons.com.au  

AUSTRIA

ZODIAC ÖSTERREICH

TEL: +43 67 64 86 40 65

Email: zodiac-oesterreich@zodiac.nl

FRANCE

ZODIAC FRANCE

Tel: 01 45 93 10 75

Email: zodiac-france@zodiac.nl

FC PARTS

Tel: 03 27 85 57 15

Email: fcparts@wanadoo.fr

GERMANY

ZODIAC DEUTSCHLAND

Tel: 02137 78740

Email: zodiac-deutschland@zodiac.nl

GREAT BRITAIN

ZODIAC U.K.

Tel: 01453 882 917

Email: zodiac-uk@zodiac.nl

HUNGARY

ZODIAC MOTORCYCLE

PRODUCTS HUNGARY

Tel: 06 30 217 1832

Email: zodiac-hungary@zodiac.nl

ITALY

ZODIAC ITALIA

Tel: 3426 561527

Email: zodiac-italia@zodiac.nl

SPAIN

ZODIAC ESPANA

Tel: 663 86 81 44 

Email: spain@zodiac.nl 

SWITZERLAND

AMERICAN BIKE SHOP

Tel: 071 761 2678

Email: abs-zodiac@rheintal.ch

www.zodiac.nl 
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Motorcycle Storehouse B.V.
Industrieweg 22, 9781 AC Bedum, The Netherlands

Tel: +31 (0)50-3039775 - Fax: +31 (0)50-3039777

MCS Spainish agent
Paloma Pinto

Tel: +34 0 93 865 7427 - Fax: +34 0 93 865 7427
E-mail: paloma@mcseurope.nl

MCS French agent
Bruno Selle

Tel: +33 (0)4 90 67 76 33 - Fax: +33 (0)4 90 67 92 11
E-mail: bruno@mcseurope.nl

MCS German agent
Rasi Bayazid

Tel: +49 (0)211 289 0538 - Fax: +49 (0)211 289 0532
E-mail: rasi@mcseurope.nl

MCS Italian agent
Marcello Fontana

Tel: +39 0445 390437 - Fax: +39 0445 395539
E-mail marcello@mcseurope.nl

MCS UK agent
Simon Letts

Tel: +44 (0)1892 668844 - Fax: +44 (0)1892 667722
E-mail: simon@mcseurope.nl

www.tecmate.com

Multi-lingual catalogs : 
tecmate.com/cat

Global distributors : 
tecmate.com/distributors

Email (sales / service / technical): 
tecmate.com/contact

SALES
OFFICES 
EUROPE, UK & Rest of the World 
(for regions not listed below)
TecMate (International) 
S.A., Belgium
Tel: +32-16-805440

North, Central and 
South America
TecMate North America, 
Canada
CAN  : +1-905-3372095
USA  : +1-541-6399800

Africa, Australia, New Zealand, 
Southern Asia
TecMate South Africa, 
South Africa
Tel: +27-21-5316045

http://www.tecmate.com/cat
http://www.tecmate.com/distributors
http://www.tecmate.com/contact
http://www.jamesgaskets.com


Australia

Rollie’s Speed Shop
Tel: 07 3252 2129

Serco Pty Ltd 
Tel: 07 382 3283 3

Canada
Power Twins 

Tel: 403 250 6611

Parts Canada 
Tel: 877-277-7560

Germany
Custom Chrome Europe

Tel: 0049 (0)671 88888 0

Parts Europe
Tel: 0049 (0)6501 9695-2000

W & W Cycles
Tel: 0049 (0)931 2506115

Netherlands
Motorcycle Storehouse BV
Tel: 0031 (0)50 303 9771

Zodiac International
Tel: 0031 (0)297 28 86 21

New Zealand
Performance Cycle 

Wholesale
Tel: 0064 (0)9 308 1625

USA
Bikers Choice

Tel: (800) 347 8080

Drag Specialties
Tel: (800) 222 3400

Tec Dist. 
Tel: (800) 356 0043

www.barnettclutches.com

DISTRIBUTOR NETWORK
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Australia
Rollies Speed Shop

Tel: 07 3252 2129

Canada
Preston Cycle Products

Tel:(800) 265 2298
Parts Canada/Drag Specialties

Tel:(877) 717 2858

Europe
Custom Chrome Europe
Tel: 0049 (0)6721 4007 0

DÜX Industries
Tel: 0049 (0)40 434037

Parts Europe 
Tel: 0049 6501 9695-2000
Motorcycle Storehouse 
Tel: 0031 (0)50 3039775

Zodiac International 
Tel: 0031 (0)297 288 621

USA
Bikers Choice

Tel: (800) 347 8080

Custom Chrome
Tel: (800) 729 3332

Drag Specialties
Tel: (800) 222 3400

Kustomwerks
Tel: (800) 498 4711

MID-USA
Tel: (800) 527 0501

Tedd Cycle
Tel: (914) 565 2806

DISTRIBUTOR               NETWORK

w w w. b e l t d r i v e s . c o m

For more information on TRADEZone advertising contact Sara Viney - sara@dealer-world.com

http://www.truettandosborn.com
http://www.deipowersports.com
http://www.fehling.de
http://www.beltdrives.com


http://www.dp-brakes.com
http://www.nationalcycle.com/support-intl-dist


http://www.badlandsmotorcycleproducts.com
http://www.techcycle.com
http://www.ultimaproducts.com
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AIMExpo/MIC Events (US) AIMExpo 2017 ................................................................................30

AirFX USA (US) Air suspension kits ..............................................................................................9

Arlen Ness Enterprises (US) Parts & Accessories ....................................................................18,53

Arnott Air Suspension (US) Adjustable air suspension kits ..........................................................41

Avon Grips (US) Memory foam grips..........................................................................................49

Badlands Motorcycle Products (US) Illuminator modules ............................................................61

Barnett Clutches & Cables (US) Big Twin narrow primary clutch components ..............................37

Darkhorse Crankworks (US) Crank assembly balancing & rebuilds..............................................40

Davida (GB) Helmets ................................................................................................................12

Design Engineering Inc (DEI) (US) Cerakote coated double-black heat shields ............................59

DNA Specialty (US) Custom wheels ..........................................................................................56

DP Brakes and Clutches North America (US) Brakes & clutches ..................................................60

Drag Specialties (US) Service ......................................................................................................5

Editrice Custom (IT) 31st Biker Fest International ......................................................................36

Fehling (DE) Parts & accessories ................................................................................................59

Feuling Parts (US) Bulletproof camchest kits ..............................................................................37

Hawg Halters Inc (US) New Spartan wheel & HHI billet fork covers ............................................47

James Gaskets (US) Derby cover gaskets, distributor network ................................................55,58

Joker Machine (US) Vega turn signals ........................................................................................49

Kellermann (DE) Bullet Atto indicator ........................................................................................35

Kibblewhite Precision Machining Inc (US) Valvetrain components ..............................................56

Kustom Tech (IT) Parts & accessories............................................................................................4

LePera Enterprises (US) Seats ....................................................................................................15

Mag Connection (FR) Distributor ..............................................................................................48

Maxima Racing Oils (US) V-Twin specific oils..............................................................................42

Memphis Shades (US) Spoiler windshield ..................................................................................63

Metalsport Wheels (US) Wheels ................................................................................................38

Mid-USA Motorcycle Parts (US) Parts and accessories ................................................................16

Midwest Motorcycle Supply (US) Ultima products ......................................................................61

Motorcycle Storehouse (NL) Distributor, International Sales Offices ..................................50-51,58

NAMZ Custom Cycle Products (US) Wiring harnesses & fluid lines ..............................................37

Pingel Enterprise (US) Parts and accessories ................................................................................8

Renegade Wheels (US) 'Tahoe' wheel and range........................................................................63

S&S Cycle (US) Stealth air cleaner kits for 2017 HD Milwaukee-Eight ........................................28

SBS Friction (DK) SBS brake pads ..............................................................................................45

Tech Cycle Performance Products (US) Belt drives & starters ......................................................61
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Arctic Cat (US) NewsBrief: Acquisition by Textron under investigation ........................................17
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Arnott Air Suspension (US) Distributed by MAG Connection ......................................................52

Avon Grips (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..........................................................25

Avon Motorcycle Tyres North America (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..................24

Barnett Clutches & Cables (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review....................................27

Barnett Clutches & Cables (US) Throttle-by-wire extensions........................................................39

BikeMaster (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..........................................................20

Black Brand Motorcycle Clothing (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review..........................21

BMW Motorrad Deutschland (DE) 6-cylinder K 1600 B 'Bagger' ................................................17

Brass Balls Cycles (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ................................................25

Brass Balls Cycles (US) 'Keg' style risers ....................................................................................51

Brock's Performance Products (US) Extreme performance 'Bagger' swingarm ............................43

Burly Brand Products (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review............................................21

Burly Brand Products (US) Fairings available through Zodiac ......................................................46

Cardo Systems (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ....................................................23

Ciro (US) Headlight bezels and accents lights available through Zodiac ......................................46

Cobra Engineering (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..............................................25

Corbin Saddles (US) Fire & Ice Dual Touring saddle ....................................................................57

Covingtons Customs (US) Raked triple trees for Heritage Softail and Fat Boy ..............................39

Deltran USA (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ........................................................25

Drag Specialties (US) EMD cast Vortex air cleaner housings........................................................51

Drag Specialties (US) On the road with Dealer Training Tour ......................................................64
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Dynatek (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..............................................................26

Easyriders Events (US) V-Twin Expo industry awards ..................................................................15
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Maxima Racing Oils (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ............................................22
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NAMZ Custom Cycle Products (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review..............................27

National Cycle (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ....................................................23
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Paul Milbourn Customs (GB) Wins Irish International Best in Show" ..........................................31

Performance Machine (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..........................................22

PerTronix Performance Products (US) Compu-Fire high-torque starters........................................57

Polaris Industries (US) NewsBrief: CEO annual compensation ....................................................10

Progressive Suspension (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ........................................20

Rivera Primo (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ........................................................23

Roland Sands Design (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..........................................21

Rush Racing Products (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..........................................25

S&S Cycle (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ............................................................22

SDL Exhibitions (IE) 2017 Irish Motorbike and Scooter Show results ..........................................31

Shaw Harley-Davidson (GB) Wins UK and Ireland "Battle of the Kings" contest..........................29

SuperTrapp Industries (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ..........................................27

SuperTrapp Industries (US) Kerker 'Stouts' available through Zodiac ..........................................46

TecMate International (BE) OptiMate 4 updates ........................................................................43

TTS (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review......................................................................27

Tucker Rocky Distributing (US) Andy Graves interview and Expo review ................................19-27

Tucker Rocky Distributing (US) Twin Power gasket kits................................................................44

Twin Power Products (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review............................................20

Vance & Hines (US) Tucker Rocky/Biker's Choice Expo review ....................................................21

Vance & Hines (US) VO2 'Cage Fighter' air cleaner ....................................................................43
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This INDEX is a complete listing of all the items in this edition. It includes all our advertisers and the product, feature and news items
published this month. The INDEX will act as a quick reference guide, and will be useful when searching this and other editions either

for contact details for a particular company, or for a specific item that has appeared. The INDEX appears in every edition of AMD .

62 AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE DEALER - APRIL 2017 www.AMDchampionship.com



http://www.renegadewheels.com
http://www.memphisshades.com


64 AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE DEALER - APRIL 2017 www.AMDchampionship.com

On the road with Drag Specialties
Drag Specialties has reimagined
how it connects with its dealers
on a regional basis for 2017 with
the first exclusive Dealer Training
Tour, which will take the
company’s renowned product
training to its dealers in a series
of evening events that combine
hospitality with industry
expertise.
The tour kicks off at Tampa,
Florida, on Tuesday March 28,
then, after moving on to
Jacksonville, Florida, on Thursday
March 30th will sweep north,
west, south and back east again
in a 17-state, 24-stop itinerary
(with more dates and venues to
be announced) that will reach a
crescendo in Texas in early
October (Dallas and Houston).
The Drag truck will
feature no less than 10
late model customs
featuring product from
participating vendors
such as Bassani
Xhaust, lighting
specialist Custom Dynamics,
Hogtunes, Memphis Shades,
Klock Werks, Khrome Werks, 
S&S Cycle, Saddlemen,

Revolution Performance, LA
Choppers and more.
Dealers at each stop will be able
to take advantage of the same
kind of vendor presentation
program that has been a
hallmark of Drag Specialties’
annual National Vendor
Presentations, with their sales
contacts on hand to help them
get the most out of a unique
opportunity to add to their
knowledge base in a way that is
proven to help sell product.

If Harley-Davidson are going to
increase the dividend they pay to
shareholders, they generally do so
early in the year, following the prior
year fiscals. This year the board has
approved a dividend of $0.365 per
share (common stock) for the first
quarter of 2017, a 4.3 percent
increase compared to the $0.35
paid Q1 2016.

Harley-Davidson Financial
Services is being sued by a
customer in Florida for what
has been described as
telephone harassment when an
auto-dialler system made
repeated collection calls to his
cell phone.

Harley has seen its 26th dealership
open in India since it began selling
there in 2010. Foothills Harley-
Davidson, at Dehra Dun in the state
of Uttarakhand in norther India, lies
in the “Doon Valley", close to the
foothills of the Himalayas.

The percentage of Harley-
Davidson unit sales being
made outside the U.S. reached
a new record percentage of
total sales in 2016, at 37.89
percent (98,631 units) of their
total 260,289 unit sales for the
year. That is substantially up on
the 36.42 percent posted in
2015 and from the 30.22
percent (94,830 units) exported
in 2008. Sales in Europe
(EMEA) were a new record at
45,838 units sold, 46.47
percent of total export sales
and 17.61 percent of total
sales. Harley achieved a record
in-class market share in Europe
in 2016 of 10.8 percent.

NEWS
BRIEFS

DATE LOCATION
03/28 TAMPA, FL
03/30 JACKSONVILLE, FL
05/09 BALTIMORE, MD
05/11 LONG ISLAND, NY
06/27 GRAND RAPIDS, MI
06/29 DETROIT, MI
09/05 SACRAMENTO, CA
09/07 LOS ANGELES, CA
04/11 NASHVILLE, TN
04/13 KNOXVILLE, TN
05/23 HARTFORD, CT
05/25 ROCHESTER, NY
07/11 MILWAUKEE, WI
07/13 MINNEAPOLIS, MN
09/19 LAS VEGAS, NV
09/21 PHOENIX, AZ
04/25 ALPHRETTA, GA
04/27 CONCORD, NC
06/06 PITTSBURGH, PA
06/08 CLEVELAND, OH
07/25 CHICAGO, IL
07/27 MADISON, WI
10/03 DALLAS, TX
10/05 HOUSTON, TX

2017 EXCLUSIVE DEALER
TRAINING TOUR

The 2017 Drag Specialties
‘Fat Book’ catalog cover bike
is one of ten project builds
that will showcase vendor
product on their coast-to-

coast tour

In addition to Drag Specialties' own projects, the truck will tour with bikes by
the sponsoring vendors showcasing the products they'll provide training on

http://www.aim-tamachi.com

	p01_AMD213
	p02_AMD213
	p03_AMD213
	p04_AMD213
	p05_AMD213
	p06_AMD213
	p07_AMD213
	p08_AMD213
	p09_AMD213
	p10_AMD213
	p11_AMD213
	p12_AMD213
	p13_AMD213
	p14_AMD213
	p15_AMD213
	p16_AMD213
	p17_AMD213
	p18_AMD213
	p19_AMD213
	p20_AMD213
	p21_AMD213
	p22_AMD213
	p23_AMD213
	p24_AMD213
	p25_AMD213
	p26_AMD213
	p27_AMD213
	p28_AMD213
	p29_AMD213
	p30_AMD213
	p31_AMD213
	p32_AMD213
	p33_AMD213
	p34_AMD213
	p35_AMD213
	p36_AMD213
	p37_AMD213
	p38_AMD213
	p39_AMD213
	p40_AMD213
	p41_AMD213
	p42_AMD213
	p43_AMD213
	p44_AMD213
	p45_AMD213
	p46_AMD213
	p47_AMD213
	p48_AMD213
	p49_AMD213
	p50_AMD213
	p51_AMD213
	p52_AMD213
	p53_AMD213
	p54_AMD213
	p55_AMD213
	p56_AMD213
	p57_AMD213
	p58_AMD213
	p59_AMD213
	p60_AMD213
	p61_AMD213
	p62_AMD213
	p63_AMD213
	p64_AMD213
	Untitled

