
Arai Helmet and LeMans Corporation
have announced a new partnership that
will see the Japanese made, handcrafted
helmet brand return to the Drag
Specialties and Parts Unlimited
distribution centers for the first time in
over 20 years. 
Despite its huge global reputation, Arai
is still a relatively small, family-owned
company "driven by the same mission
through three generations. The staff at
Arai are motorcycle enthusiasts. They
ride and build each Arai helmet as if they
were creating it for themselves or one of
their own family. 
"Arai's mission has always been the
protection and comfort of every person
who chooses an Arai helmet. Its
foundational principles of protection
first, exceptional quality and rider
comfort have never been forgotten in
over seven decades of helmet design
and manufacturing."
Michio Arai, owner and CEO Arai Helmet
Ltd. and son of the founder of Arai said:
"In the early 1950s, there was a rider
who made the first motorcycle helmet in
Japan for his own protection. During this
time, not only were there no helmet

standards, but there were also no
motorcycle helmets on the market yet.
Over time, others recognized the value
of this man's creation and asked him to
make helmets for them, and thus the
Arai company was founded. 

"As it has been owned by the same
family ever since, it is protection that still
means more for Arai than anything else.
The helmets we make have many

benefits and features that riders can see
and enjoy, but the true value of Arai is
hidden in the complex internal
construction invisible to the naked eye.
This requires ongoing education and
support to convey the Arai difference. I
believe that the focus Parts Unlimited
and Drag Specialties have on dealer
service is what Arai dealers and
customers need." 
Akihito Arai, Vice President Arai Helmet
Ltd. and grandson of the founder of Arai
Helmet Ltd. added: "As I consider the
long-term future of Arai, I believe we
have found a strong partner in LeMans
Corporation. The strength of Parts
Unlimited and Drag Specialties,
combined with their focus on dealer
service, is what Arai needs to reach more
consumers looking for the opportunity
to experience the Arai difference first
hand."  
Brian Weston, Managing Director for
Arai Helmet, Inc. said: "This new
partnership will allow Arai and LeMans
to continue to grow the Arai business
and provide Arai's unique helmets to
many more customers across the United
States."
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Robin Bradley is saddened by the outcome of some 20 years of 'Show Wars'
between Cologne and Milan finally appearing to have taken its first fatality, with
INTERMOT suffering a near death experience despite holding the key to accessing
the valuable north European market where the highest spending riders in the world
are to be found.
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I am writing this two weeks after having visited INTERMOT in Cologne,
Germany (formerly the host event for the AMD World Championship of
Custom Bike Building, since 2014), and two weeks before heading off to
Milan for EICMA.
As anticipated, INTERMOT was a shadow of its once mighty former self. It was three
halls, each half full, instead of five (large) halls rammed with exhibitors. Indeed, there'd
generally always been a sixth too - taking the overflow and offering indoor electric
vehicle testing and other industry activities and displays.
Long before I decided to take up an invitation to stage the 'AMD' at Cologne in Germany,
I had always been a fierce advocate of the importance and quality of the show in that
central German city. Before INTERMOT, Cologne had hosted IFMA - a joint bicycle and
motorcycle industry expo - on an alternate annual basis, swapping with EICMA (the
'Milan' Show), with both offering access to their very different but agenda-setting
markets on a 24-month access cycle. 
The northern and southern European PTW (Powered Two-
Wheeler) markets really are very, very different - they were then
and, in reality, they still are today. 
It was a hugely satisfactory, even symbiotic state of affairs - one
that worked well for the small and large displacement markets
in Europe, and for the G&A, P&A and performance hard parts
sectors.
The 'Cologne Show' dated from the early 1960s. The last one was
in 1996, after which the German motorcycle industry split from the bicycle market and,
with two or three previously rival PTW trade associations burying their differences, one
of the first things that the brand-new, shiny thing that was the IVM (Industrie-Verband
Motorrad Deutschland e.V. - the Motorcycle Industry Association in Germany) had on
its burgeoning agenda was to set about trying to find a new venue as an alternate to
the by then outdated, linear architecture of the original Cologne expo center.
The solution was the sweetheart deal that was on offer at the newly completed Munich
expo center, and after four iterations/eight years for the new show brand at Munich,
the IVM returned it to its spiritual home at a newly remodeled Koelnmesse (Cologne
exhibition center) in 2006.
Unlike Munich, Cologne sits at the heart of the German motorcycle market. From
recollection, some 70% of German market new motorcycle registrations happen within
a 500 km radius of Cologne. 
For a while back then, everything in the European exhibition garden was rosy. Until
ANCMA, the Italian Motorcycle Industry Trade Association, responded to member
complaints about the higher expo center costs at the new Fiera Milano Rho facility that
EICMA had moved to, by announcing, then canceling, then announcing again that they
would stage EICMA annually.
I was at the press conference at INTERMOT, Munich, back in the early noughties, when
the Italian trade association blindsided its fraternal industry colleagues in Germany by
announcing that it would start to compete for the exhibitor Dollar by taking EICMA
annual - without ever having discussed it with its German counterparts beforehand.
That announcement caused a storm, and although the Italians had to initially agree to
row the plan back, they eventually broke that agreement and went ahead with an
annual frequency for 'Milan' anyway. In truth, that decision sowed the seeds for a near
death experience for one or the other, and it has only been a matter of time before one

of them succumbed.
Though it took longer to have an effect in Europe than it did in the USA, the 2007-2009
financial crisis had a devastating effect on the market in Europe, with some 1.8 million
annual PTW registrations collapsing to around 695,000, with the decline not bottoming
out until late 2014.
During that time, the attendance and exhibitor head count at both shows, but especially
at INTERMOT, suffered badly. EICMA continued to draw from INTERMOT with bogus
attendance numbers and a new international airport and routes sucked the life out of
the one remaining USP that Cologne had traditionally had over Milan.
By the time the pandemic hit and forced INTERMOT into a four-year cycle, the damage
had largely already been done and when, as a trade association expo, you are faced
with your own members (effectively speaking the owners of the show) refusing to
continue to support it (above all looking at you, BMW), then it is going to take a massive
injection of capital and a huge sea change in the digital direction of travel for northern

Europe's showcase to re-invent itself. 
Sadly, one northern European rider is worth any ten of those that
visit EICMA in terms of miles/kilometres ridden and products
bought and consumed, but it was shocking just what a "who
cares" shrug of the shoulders that argument got from some of
the so-called senior German vendors when I called them out for
failing to stand up for their home market showcase. 
Factor in the massive tech change that the industry is trying to

get its arms around, the chronic economics of a continent with steepling energy bills
and the little matter of a war to contend with, then even matters such as inventory,
supply chain and logistics issues, plus the 'mega-flation' consumers are having to
grapple with, make the specialty consumer industry expo ecosystem one of the last
places you'd want to be investing your money.
There had been a slew of so-called new initiatives that were supposed to take a brave
newly imagined show concept into a bright new future, including the only superficially
camouflaged decision to allow vendors to retail to show visitors. Personally, I saw little
evidence of them though.
With event attendances the world over in meltdown, I guess it is no surprise that so
many people in the European motorcycle industry are figuring that this was the last
INTERMOT. In fact, an October 2024 date has been announced, and the never very good
Expo Center PR machine is trying to talk it up as a triumphant return to doing business
'in person'.
However, if they took a careful look at their social media feeds, then they too would
probably be likely to conclude that the sands of time have run out for the show as
presently conceived. I always like to bring something nice home for my partner whenever
I 'fly solo', and I'm pleased to say that I was able to bring her something - a nice bunch
of Tumbleweed!

A Nice Bunch of Tumbleweed

Robin Bradley
Co-owner/Editor-in-Chief
robin@dealer-world.com

70% of 
German market
registrations
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Owned since the start of the year by
Arrowhead Engineered Products
(AEP), Boise, Idaho based Western
Power Sports (WPS) has announced an
exclusive agreement to become the
sole distributor of Yoshimura products
in the United States.
WPS will take over distribution of the
product made in California by
Yoshimura R&D of America, Inc. from
Tucker Powersports and the deal is
thought to be a strategic alignment
with Bihr distribution in Europe. Bihr is
a big player for Yoshimura in Europe
and, having themselves been acquired
by WPS parent AEP in the summer, the

premium aftermarket exhaust system
manufacturer has made a huge
commit to the two 'sister' distributors.
Steve Lester, President of WPS, said:
"The agreement expands on a
collaboration that began in 2017 and
underscores the companies'
commitment to uncompromising

quality and service standards. WPS
dealers in the United States will gain
exclusive, first-to-market access to
Yoshimura's exceptional line of high-
performance mufflers and exhaust
systems and accessories for street and
off-road motorcycles, as well as select
ATVs and UTVs."
Yoshimura's genuinely race-bred
'Signature Series' exhaust systems
cover the entire powersports
spectrum, with additional 'Race Series'
systems designed for closed course
competition. Noted for their top-end
design, materials, engineering,
craftsmanship and performance,
Yoshimura also offers exhausts for
select H-D applications that will now
be available through HardDrive.
The recently introduced Yoshimura
titanium 'Street Series' Pan America
RS-12 ADV slip-on weighs in 6 lbs
lighter than the stock muffler with hp
up by +1.4% and maximum torque
increased by +2.5%. Features include
proprietary carbon fiber heat shields
for the muffler and catalyst.
Yoshimura R&D of America company
president Yusaku Yoshimura said: "We
are excited to announce that WPS is
now the exclusive U.S. distributor for
Yoshimura products. We trust in the
WPS team's invaluable industry
experience, extensive resources, and
most importantly, their passion for
powersports."

Founded in 1960 as a Polaris
snowmobile distributor, WPS claims to
currently be the fastest growing
nationwide delivery system of
powersports industry products and
delivers through its regional
warehouse network with locations in
Idaho, Cal i forn ia, Georgia,
Pennsylvania, Indiana and Texas. 

Yoshimura Harley Exhausts Now
Available Through HardDrive

Yoshimura 'Street Series' RS-12 ADV
slip-on in titanium for the Harley
Pan America weighs in 6 lbs lighter
than the stock muffler with hp up by
+1.4% and maximum torque
increased by +2.5%.

Yoshimura fender eliminator kit for
the Pan America

The idea that the Can-Am name could
return to motorcycles has been
circulating ever since the brand was
revived for ATVs and three-wheelers in
2006. The return has now been
confirmed, but the production bikes
won't be ready until 2024, to coincide
with the company's 50th anniversary.
The Canadian brand first appeared as
Bombardier's entry to the motorcycle
scene in 1973, hitting immediate
success in motocross competition, but
Bombardier lost interest. Canadian
Cam-Am production ended in 1982,
with CCM in the UK keeping the brand
alive from 1983 to 1987, when the
Can-Am name disappeared
completely. The 2006 comeback saw
the Spyder three-wheeler and a range
of quad bikes, but the current interest
in electric motorcycles means it's
being used for BRP's entry into that
market.
The first new bikes are the 'Pulse'
roadster and 'Origin' ADV, built around

a modular platform that's designed to
be adaptable to suit all sorts of bikes,
from off-roaders to custom cruisers.
The central battery case doubles as the
main frame structure, with swappable
front and rear subframes to change the
bike's character and geometry. 
Rotax, the Austrian manufacturer that
made the original Can-Am engines, is
developing the electric motors.
In all the upcoming Can-Am models,
the motor is mounted inside the front
of the single-sided swingarm, where it
drives through helical-cut reduction
gears to a front sprocket, and then via

a chain to the rear sprocket to provide
another layer of gearing reduction. 
Unusually, the chain runs inside the
swingarm rather than outside, sealing
it from the elements and allowing it to
run through an oil bath, with a built-
in chain tensioner. That means chain
adjustment and oiling should be
unnecessary and the chain noise
reduced. As with most electric bikes,
there's just a single speed and no
clutch, but Can-Am is sticking to the
familiar foot-operated rear brake
rather than moving to a scooter-style,
bar-mounted version.

Can-Am 'Pulse' and 'Origin' By Ben Purvis
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Zero Motorcycles (Scotts Valley,
California) has completed a new
funding round worth some $107m.
The proceeds will "fund the scaling of
its global operations and the
introduction of new models." Investors
include Polaris, Exor, Hero MotoCorp,
long-time backer Invus, and others.
Since its launch in a Santa Cruz
garage, Zero has sold over 20,000
vehicles that have accumulated over
165,000,000 miles of on-road and off-
road experience. With this round of
financing, Zero Motorcycles has raised
in excess of $450m of capital and will
bring the cumulative capital raised to
above $500m, with an anticipated
additional closing by year end.

What is described as the fastest
bike in the world has broken into
four second territory for the
quarter mile at the Santa Pod
raceway in England. French
motorcycle drag racing legend
Eric "Rocketman" Teboul wanted
to retire from the sport in style,
and he set a high bar to beat. He
had announced that the 2022
FIA/FIM European Drag Racing
Finals at Santa Pod Raceway
would be the site of his official
retirement from the sport.
Teboul's rocket bike hit a 220
mile-per-hour speed while
accomplishing a quarter mile run
in just 5.64 seconds - also at
Santa Pod - back in 2019. This
time he powered his hydrogen
peroxide-powered rocket bike -
for which he apparently mixes
the fuel himself - to a quarter-
mile time of 5.066 seconds, at
263.52 mph. The following day,
Teboul managed to break that
elusive four-second quarter-mile
with a final run time of 4.976
seconds at a blisteringly
ludicrous speed of 290.51 miles
per hour. 

Arch Motorcycles, the Hawthorne,
California based joint venture between
Gard Hollinger and Keanu Reeves, has
released an S&S 45-degree fuel-
injected 124 ci V-twin engined 1s
muscle bike - essentially a
performance cruiser. Sales are limited
to the United States and pricing starts
at around $128,000 - for which you
get a claimed 115 lb-ft of torque, 17-
inch carbon fiber front and rear BST
wheels, a new billet aluminum single-
sided swingarm, fully-adjustable
Öhlins fork and shock, ISR six-piston
monobloc radial mount calipers at the
front (with floating dampened discs)
and a six-piston monobloc radial
mount caliper (with semi-floating disc)
at the rear - and a fairly minimalist,
stripped-down look. Undoubtedly
sportier than the original KRGT-1, with
mid-mount controls, the engine comes
with dry clutch, and what Arch calls a
"proprietary six-speed drivetrain."

NEWS
BRIEFS
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Rossville, Tennessee based Memphis
Shades has announced that it is to
return to an exclusive distribution
arrangement with LeMans
Corporation - Drag Specialties, Parts
Unlimited, Parts Canada and Parts
Europe.
LeMans will now be the exclusive
distributor of Memphis Shades' full
line of windshields, fairings and
hardware. Memphis Shades designs
and builds all its windshields, fairings
and hardware in-house - "raw
materials in, finished goods out." 
Memphis' products are made using
unique proprietary processes,
including patented hardware made of
electrocoated aluminum and stainless
steel, stainless steel fasteners,
featuring angle adjustability,
interchangeability and no-tool
removal. 
A long-standing AFT supporter, recent
new products include its spoiler
windshield for 'Rushmore' Tourers
(2014 and up). Designed using CFD to
work in concert with the split stream
vent, they are manufactured in Lucite
branded PMMA, available in four
custom heights (3", 4.5", 6.5" and
8.5").
Finishes include a choice of Smoke (a
medium bronze tint with 30% visible
light transmission), Ghost (a light
black tint with 85% visible light
transmission) and Dark Black Smoke (a

black tint with 25% visible light
transmission).
They are available for a wide range of
models, including 2014 and up FLH,
2015 and up FLTR Road Glide and
2014 and up FLHX Street Glide.
www.memphisshades.com

Memphis Shades Signs Exclusive
Distribution Deal with Drag
Specialties

Spoiler windshield for
FLTR Road Glide

BRP, Inc. (Bombardier Recreational
Products) has broken ground on
construction of its first EV
manufacturing plant - "marking a
major milestone in the company's
electric journey."
Destined to be the manufacturing
home of the Can-Am brand comeback
- as electric two-wheel motorcycles -
the new production facility will be in
Querétaro, Mexico, adjacent to the
current BRP campus in the city. 
Production of the Can-Am 'Origin' and
Can-Am 'Pulse', the company's
recently unveiled first two electric
motorcycle models, is set to begin in
March 2024, with expected deliveries
to dealers and consumers during
summer 2024.
"We have set out to reclaim our
motorcycle heritage with the launch of
a line-up of electric two-wheel
motorcycles, and we are gearing up to

execute on our plan," said Sandy
Scullion, President, Powersports
Group at BRP. 
"We are excited to begin the
construction of this new state-of-the-
art EV manufacturing facility in
Querétaro, Mexico, on the same
campus where we are already
producing our Sea-Doo personal
watercraft and ROTAX engines."
The plant is planned to initially

generate 500 new jobs. BRP says it has
been designed following the 'LEED'
principles with sustainable materials,
in line with BRP's Corporate Social
Responsibility Plan, to reduce the
carbon footprint of its operations.
"Furthermore, the company intends to
offer an inclusive work environment
accessible to everyone, with
modifiable workstations that can be
adapted to different people."

New Can-Am Electric Motorcycle Plant
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Motorcycle sales in Germany
were down for the year to
August 2022, compared to the
first eight months of 2021, at
88,581 units YTD, down by 
-7.11% over the year ago
period. This was the lowest YTD
unit sales total for the German
market since 2017. The German
market was flat at +0.03% YTD
on total PTW (Powered Two-
Wheeler) sales terms at 159,756
units - the second highest
(163,992 units in 2021) since
before 2009.

H-D was in sixth spot in market share
terms for the first eight months of the
year in Germany, having sold 5,821
units for a 6.57% market share.
Inevitably, BMW remained market
share leader in its home market, with
seven models in the top 30 for a
21.56% share (19,098 units YTD),
ahead of Honda, Kawasaki, Yamaha
and KTM.

Zero is the electric motorcycle
market leader in Germany for
the first eight months of 2022
with 266 units sold for a 23.35%
share of Germany's electric
motorcycle market. Vmoto is
second, with KTM third, Energica
fourth and, interestingly, H-D in
fifth with 33 units sold YTD for a
2.90% share in one of Europe's
most receptive markets where
the gospel of EV is concerned.

The 2023 Mission Foods AMA Flat
Track Grand Championship is to run
June 14-20 at the Du Quoin State
Fairgrounds in Du Quoin, Ill. This is
the only event in the USA where
amateur riders can compete for an
AMA National No. 1 plate in amateur
flat track racing.

According to the National
Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB),
United States motorcycle thefts
increased again in 2021, by 26%
over the 2019 figure, having
been down by -3% in 2020.
California again leads the nation
in total thefts with 9,345 bikes
stolen, followed by Texas
(4,263), Florida (3,698), New
York (2,662) and Washington
State (1,947). Of the approx.
52,000 bikes stolen nationally in
2011, Honda was the most
commonly stolen (10,282),
followed by Yamaha (8,185),
Kawasaki (5,904), H-D (5,811)
and Suzuki (4,890). If Jochen
Zeitz is serious about wanting to
restore Harley to its position as
the most desirable motorcycle
brand in America, he clearly has
some work to do!

NEWS
BRIEFS
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Tucker Powersports continues to
develop its electric powered adventure
products offer with several new
products added to its E-Power portfolio
from Segway - including a
moped/electric bike, a scooter, updated
versions of the original Segway device
for both adults and children and a go-
kart.  
"Our partnership with Segway gives us
access to a wonderful range of products
for both kids and adults," said Jamie
Kempinski, Tucker's Director of Business
Development. "Early orders from
dealers indicate that they are extremely
excited to have these units in their
dealerships." 
Segway's iconic self-balancing stand-
up device now has a simple, cool look.
For adults, the S Max features two
brushless DC hub motors, an air-cooled
battery pack, LED lights, an adjustable
control bar and adjustable speed

controls. The S Max
integrates with a
mobile app which
assists with rider
training, adjusting the LED
lights and monitoring battery and
mileage. 
The S Kids version comes with three
different riding modes, non-slip,
maintenance-free tires, LED lights, and
it also integrates with a mobile app.
Also for kids, the eKickscooter Zing A6
features three different riding speeds,

lights, a rear brake and thermo plastic
rubber grips. It's lightweight, easy to

disassemble for transport and
has a range of over three
miles. 
For customers interested in
making their commute more
fun, Tucker offers a moped-

styled Class 2 e-bike called,
appropriately, the eMoped C-80. It's
available in four colors and comes with
an intelligent management system that
includes functions like Airlock System,
NFC Tag, Smart Seat Detection and
Auto-Lock mode. 

Its small size makes it perfect for travel
to an office or home and it's compact,
so it fits in an elevator. It also has a
removable battery that can be swapped
for one that's fully charged. The
eMoped's range of 47 miles easily
covers the distance of a typical
commute. 
Also new to the Tucker offering from
Segway is the Go-Kart Pro, an electric
powered cart with four driving modes,
which makes it appropriate for
beginners to professionals. Designed in
partnership with a professional go-kart
racer, the vehicle has a custom high-
end, brushless motor with pure copper
coil, low internal resistance, reduced
heat generation and electricity loss. It
comes equipped with special drifting
TPE tires. Drivers can choose from four
driving modes: Safety, Regular, Sports
and Race. 
www.tucker.com

Tucker Expands E-Power Portfolio
with Five New Segway Products 

MV Agusta and KTM AG have signed a
commercial agreement for the
distribution of the MV Agusta range of
motorcycles in the U.S., Canada and
Mexico by KTM AG's North American
subsidiary. MV says the agreement is
part of its strategic plan, one which
envisions significant growth in the
coming years. 
KTM AG Group will create a dedicated
US-based legal entity, which will be in
charge of all MV Agusta operations in
North America. Going forward, MV

Agusta motorcycles will be
distributed through both, select
KTM AG dealers as well as
existing and new MV Agusta
stores.
Timur Sardarov, CEO at MV
Agusta Motor S.p.A., commented: "This
agreement is between two historic
European motorcycle manufacturers. I
am confident that KTM's extensive and
professional sales organization, paired
with the strong appeal of our brand in
the region, will bring great benefits to

both companies. Thanks to our
cooperation, we will create

synergies that will enable us
to accelerate our growth

strategy in North America."
Hubert Trunkenpolz, a member of the

Executive Board at KTM AG, said: "We
are extremely excited to start a new
partnership with such a historic
motorcycle brand. Our brands are going
from strength to strength everywhere in
the world, particularly in North America,
where we will exceed 100,000-unit

sales in 2022 with the KTM, Husqvarna
and GasGas motorcycle brands. 
"Taking on the distribution of the MV
Agusta brand will complement our
extensive premium motorcycle range.
With the addition of the most iconic
Italian luxury motorcycle brand to our
KTM North America operations, we are
able to ensure support to all North
American motorcycle enthusiasts, as
well as bringing exciting new business
opportunities to existing and new
dealers."

KTM to Distribute MV Agusta in North America

http://www.surflexclutches.com
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Honda has been teasing its new
Hornet project since last year, but the
company has finally revealed some
genuine photographic evidence along
with the first specifications.
There's already a 745 cc twin in
Honda's range, powering the NC750
line of bikes, but the new 755 cc twin
for the Hornet (and the upcoming
Transalp 750) is a very different
proposition, despite sharing some
characteristics. Like the NC engine and
the Africa Twin's 1,084 cc twin, the
Hornet's 755 cc unit uses the Unicam
cylinder head arrangement, with a
single camshaft acting directly on the

intake valves and opening the
exhausts via rockers. It's a compact
layout that helps reduce both the size
of the engine and its parts count. 
In terms of performance, the new
Hornet engine is superior to the
NC750 engine. Despite only a 10 cc
capacity advantage, it offers a peak of
90.5 hp at 9,500 rpm, much more than
the lazy 57 hp at 6,750 rpm of the NC.
Torque is also up, from 50.9 lb-ft to
55.3 lb-ft, coming at 7,250 rpm. This
new Hornet engine uses a 270-degree
firing interval to replicate the throb of
a 90-degree V-twin, and it will benefit
from electronic throttles and the usual

array of traction control and riding
mode software.
The Hornet Test Project Leader is
Fuyuki Hosokawa, who led the
development of the current Fireblade.
He said: "Before starting this project,
we thought long and hard about what
kind of performance we wanted to
give to the rider. We knew that it was
essential to keep the classic Hornet top
end power 'hit' and at the same time,
as a new generation Hornet for
modern times, we wanted the engine
to have a really strong torquey feel and
'throbbing' sensation at low to mid
rpm. 
"To get the kind of performance and
lightweight handling we wanted, we
knew we had to develop an all-new,
short-stroke, twin-cylinder engine with
a 270° crankshaft. This would not only
deliver that top-end rush, but also the
sporty lowdown torque, ideal for riding
in urban environments and powering
out of corners on the open road."

Honda Hornet 750
Parallel Twin By Ben Purvis

Madrid based Dorna Sports, the FIM's
MotoGP rights holder, has signed a
memorandum of understanding with
Saudi Motorsport Company (SMC) to
host a MotoGP round in Saudi Arabia
- SMC is the dedicated commercial
entity established to bring the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's (KSA)
motorsport events under a single
umbrella.
SMC acts as the local promoter for
KSA's growing motorsport events
portfolio, which currently includes the
Formula 1 Saudi Arabian Grand Prix,
the Formula E Diriyah ePrix, the world-
renowned Dakar Rally and an annual
round of the Extreme E series. 
The signing of the deal took place in
September at the San Marino Grand
Prix by HRH Prince Khalid Bin Sultan Al
Abdullah Al-Faisal, Chairman of the
Saudi Automobile and Motorcycle
Federation and the Saudi Motorsport
Company and by Dorna CEO Carmelo
Ezpeleta. 
Commenting on the deal, Dorna
stated: "The FIM MotoGP World
Championship is watched by more
than 800 million people, broadcasting
live to more than 200 countries around
the world. The addition of Saudi Arabia

to the MotoGP calendar on an annual
basis will see the sport expanding
further into the Middle East, with
Qatar currently hosting the only round
in the region. 

"The partnership initiative between
SMC and Dorna will also see the
establishment of a new talent
development program for young Saudi
riders, designed to increase awareness
of and accessibility to the sport in the
Kingdom."

Carmelo Ezpeleta is quoted as saying:
"As the leading global championship
for two-wheel circuit racing, we are
thrilled at this opportunity for MotoGP
to expand its reach within the Middle

East by adding an annual GP in Saudi
Arabia. The region is a key market for
motorsport and the demand in the
Kingdom for events of this kind is
growing, with research showing that
80% of Saudi fans wanting to see
more in their country."

Dorna Signs Saudi Arabia MotoGP Deal

Dorna CEO Carmelo Ezpeleta (left) with HRH Prince Khalid Bin Sultan Al
Abdullah Al-Faisal, Chairman of the Saudi Automobile and Motorcycle
Federation (SAMF) and the Saudi Motorsport Company (SMC). 
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Responding to demand and
opportunity, legendary British
auto and motorcycle engine
developer Ricardo is to open a
hydrogen test facility at its
Shoreham-by-Sea headquarters
in southern England. "The state-
of-the-art facility boasts test
and advanced development
capabilities both in alternative
fuels and electric vehicles,
supporting a range of hydrogen
and fuel cell services for
Ricardo's global customers."

Vancouver based Damon Motors
announced an order book that had
exceeded a $90m order backlog
globally to October 2022, with the
potential of exceeding $250m
through international partnerships,
like the one with Latin America's
Auteco. Damon says it has over 3,500
waiting customers and is preparing a
pilot production facility at San Rafael,
California - over 25% of Damon's
orders are from buyers in California.
To prepare to scale manufacturing,
Damon says it has also leased a
108,000 sq ft facility in Vancouver,
Canada, which is being readied for
world production.

Japanese made motorcycle
exports to USA (250 cc+) were
38,008 units for the first seven
months of 2022, down by
-9.07% for the year-ago period.
The corresponding figure a
decade ago (2013) was 71,152
units, having peaked (in 21st
century terms) at 249,000 units
in 2006. The data is for the 'Big
Four' Japanese manufacturers -
Honda, Yamaha, Kawasaki and
Yamaha. Though all four have
spread their production globally
even more than ever in the past
20 years, including into the
United States, most of America's
higher value units are still
manufactured in Japan.

Motorcycle registrations in Italy were
+4.56% for the year to August 2022
at 99,226 units. Total PTW
registrations in Italy for the period to
end of August show an overall market
that is in negative territory at -3.69%
YTD (206,247 units). However,
though down on 2021 so far, it is still
the second best first eight months for
the Italian PTW market since 2011. Of
the YTD total, 107,021 were classed
as Scooters, which is -10.26%
compared to the first eight months of
2021. The Benelli TRK 502/X was
again the top selling motorcycle YTD
at 5,712 units. Italy was again the
largest market in Europe in 2021 with
motorcycle registrations +26.49%
(119,079 units) compared to 2020 -
the best for more than a decade.

NEWS
BRIEFS



http://www.custom-chrome-europe.com


http://www.corbin.com
http://www.kellermann-online.com


http://www.freedomperform.com


From 2023 Ducati replaces Energica
as the sole provider of bikes for the
FIM MotoE World Cup, that supports
MotoGP, and this is the machine that
will race in the series - the V21 L.
Ducati has previously released images
of the V21 L undergoing tests, but the
company has now given the bike a full
reveal.
The specs include a 150 hp electric
motor and a total weight of 225 kg,
12 kg less than the original
specification demanded by Dorna and
the FIM. Torque peaks at 140 Nm,
which is more than a Panigale V4.
During Ducati's tests, the V21 L hit a
top speed of 275 km/h.
Like the 'Arrow' platform adopted by
Harley-Davidson's LiveWire electric
bike spin-off for its new S2 Del Mar,
the Ducati V21 L uses its 18 kWh
battery pack as a structural
component, but where the Arrow
platform wraps the battery in an alloy
monocoque, the Ducati uses a carbon
fiber shell to provide its strength. A
cast alloy subframe is bolted to the
front to hold the steering head. 
Like the Triumph TE-1 electric
prototype, the battery is made of
'21700' cells (21 mm in diameter, 70
mm long) - the same type used in
Teslas and laptop batteries. A total of
1,152 of the cells are packaged into
the battery pack, which weighs 110
kg - around half the bike's total.
Where Triumph has adopted a 50 kW
charging system, enabling 20-minute
refills, the Ducati V21 L has a 20 kW
charge socket and takes 45 minutes to
take the battery from 0% to 80%
capacity.
The electrical system on the bike runs
at 800V, going from the battery to an
inverter under the seat and then to the

AC drive motor, which spins at up to
18,000 rpm. The motor and battery
each have their own cooling systems,
as each works best at a different
temperature range.
Vincenzo De Silvio, Ducati R&D
Director, said: "For Ducati, having the
opportunity to become suppliers of
the FIM MotoE World Cup is not only
a technologically exciting venture, but
also the best way to interpret the
challenges of the new millennium.
Racing competition represents the
ideal terrain on which to develop
innovative technologies that will then
transfer to production motorcycles. At
this moment, the most important
challenges in this field remain those
related to the size, weight and
autonomy of the batteries, and the
availability of the charging networks. 
"Ducati's experience in the FIM
MotoE World Cup will be a
fundamental support for product
R&D, together with the physiological
evolution of technology and
chemistry. Helping the company's
internal expertise to grow is essential

to be ready when the time comes to
put the first street electric Ducati into
production."
Aside from the frame and the
electrical system, the V21 L's
components are largely conventional
racing kit. The forks are Öhlins NPX
25/30 units, allied to a TTX36 rear
shock, and there's a steering damper
from the same company. It's all off-
the-shelf kit, as used on Ducati's
Superleggera V4 superbike. Brembo
supplies the brakes, with 338.5 mm
front discs that are thicker than usual
and internally finned to help improve
cooling.
As on Ducati's other race bikes,
traction control, slide control, wheelie
control and selectable throttle and
braking maps are used. Ducati says
that it will be years before it makes a
production electric bike for road use,
but by the time it goes 'Go Street', the
R&D it will get from the MotoE series,
with 18 identical bikes competing at
each event, means it will have
thousands of miles of testing under its
belt in the toughest of conditions.

Ducati V21 L MotoE Prototype
By Ben Purvis
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Motorcycle registrations were
+7.55% at 119,210 units for the
period to August 2022 in Spain -
still a little below the 2019
figure, but ahead of 2020 and
2021.

As BRP's acquisition program
continues at pace, with the company
confirming the closing of its
acquisition of the Shawinigan
(Quebec) operations of Kongsberg
Automotive. KA Shawinigan is
described as "a leading player in the
development and manufacturing of
electronic and mechatronic products
and a long-standing supplier of BRP.
This acquisition is in line with BRP's
product strategy, particularly as it
relates to its electrification plan. It is
expected to allow the company to
gain further expertise in mechatronics
and bolster its innovation
capabilities." The deal will see over
300 people added to the BRP payroll.

Motorcycle registrations were
+5.77% for the year to August
2022 in the UK at 78,216 units -
the highest for the first eight
months in the UK since 2016.

Ducati continues to boost its V4
superbike engine for more muscle,
with the updated 2023 version
pushing the platform to just over 240
horsepower. In fresh-off-the-
showroom floor spec, it delivers 207
hp at 13,500 rpm. But in case that
simply is not enough for you, then
either get therapy, or add the race
exhaust to the 998 cc Desmosedici
Stradale R engine to boost output to
237 hp. Still not happy? Then how
about a specially designed Shell
engine oil, formulated to Ducati Corse
specs, and you end up with max.
power of 240.5 hp. Adrenaline
anybody?

The U.S. team was victorious at
the 2022 FIM Junior Motocross
World Championship in Vantaa,
Finland - the fifth such title won
by Team USA. The seven-rider
roster finished the event (which
spanned August 26-28) with 17
points - edging out the host
country Finnish team, which
took second with 25 points. The
Netherlands rounded out the
podium with 26 points. This year
marked Team USA's first
appearance in the FIM Junior
Motocross World Championship
since 2019 and its first win since
2014. The FIM Junior Motocross
World Championship hosts
competitors between 11 and 17
years of age. Countries select
their own best and brightest
motocross stars to participate in
individual classes and team
events.

NEWS
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After multiple weather
disruptions again reshaping the
originally announced schedule
this season, the 2022
Progressive American Flat Track
series final reached a crescendo
at the Volusia Speedway Park in
Barberville, Florida, in October.

Mission SuperTwins
presented by S&S
Cycle
Despite all the advance hype of a four-
way title fight, it was Jarod Vanderkooi
(No. 20 Mission Roof Systems Indian
FTR750) who nonetheless stole the
show by earning his long-awaited
maiden Progressive American Flat
Track premier-class victory in the 14
October Mission Volusia Half-Mile
Finale I.
At the same time, Jared Mees (No. 1
Indian Motorcycle/Progressive
Insurance FTR750) pulled off a
sensational around-the-outside
overtake on Briar Bauman (No. 3
Indian Motorcycle/Progressive
Insurance FTR750) to steal runner-up
honors in the race’s final corner, which
all but ended Bauman's title chances
as well. JD Beach took fourth on the
ever-improving Yamaha MT-07, with
Brandon Robinson in fifth (FTR750).

Mission Production
Twins presented by
Vance & Hines
Title leader Jesse Janisch (No. 33 Vance
& Hines Harley-Davidson XG750R)
took a major step towards his first-

career Progressive AFT championship
by scoring his seventh win of the year
on 14 October.
Runner-up Bromley (No. 62 Memphis
Shades/Corbin Seats/Vinson
Construction Yamaha MT-07)
continued his perfect podium streak
on the season, notching up his seventh
top-three in seven attempts.
Meanwhile, Kolby Carlile (No. 36 KC36
Las Vegas Harley-Davidson XG750R)
took third - which saw him return to
the podium for the first time since the
season’s second round, after missing
ten rounds while recovering from
injury.
Mikey Rush (No. 15 Helipower
Racing/Las Vegas Harley-Davidson
XG750R) was fourth, with Bromley's
Memphis Shades/Corbin MT-07
teammate Cole Zabala fifth.

Parts Unlimited AFT
Singles presented by
KICKER
With his championship campaign
successfully done and dusted, recently
crowned Parts Unlimited AFT Singles
presented by KICKER champion Kody
Kopp (No. 12 Red Bull KTM Factory
Racing 450 SX-FFE) reminded the field
exactly why he’s the category’s new
master.
Freed up to once again push at his
maximum, Kopp made a stunning
restart from the second row, following
an early red flag, winding his way
through tight quarters and all the way
up into second. Moments later, he
executed an aggressive inside strike on
Trevor Brunner (No. 21 Estenson
Racing Yamaha YZ450F) to take
control of the lead.

Vanderkooi Steals
the Show at Mission
Volusia Half-Mile
Finale I

http://www.midwestmcdealerexpress.com
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Jared Mees (No. 1 Indian
Motorcycle/Progressive Insurance
FTR750) put the finishing touches on
his successful title defense as a
thrilling 2022 Progressive American
Flat Track season came to its
conclusion with the Mission Volusia
Half-Mile Finale II (October 15) at the
Volusia Speedway Park in Barberville,
Florida.

Mission SuperTwins
presented by S&S
Cycle 
The defending Mission SuperTwins
presented by S&S Cycle king was well
positioned to retain the #1 plate after
outdueling his title rivals the evening
before. As a result, he only needed to
avoid catastrophe in order to add yet
another premier-class crown to his
already incredible résumé.
Near catastrophe did come, in the
Semi, when Mees made the save of the
season - perhaps the save of his career
- after hitting a bump and going
airborne and sideways with his front
wheel loft high in the air. Somehow, he
not only stayed up on two wheels, but
made a pass to take the checkered flag
first.
With that drama out of the way, Mees
basically just had to show up for the
Main to win the title. Instead, he chose
to fight, executing passes on the likes
of Friday winner Jarod Vanderkooi (No.
20 Mission Roof Systems Indian
FTR750) and rookie hero Dallas
Daniels (No. 32 Estenson Racing
Yamaha MT-07 DT).
Already firmly established as one of
the greatest riders in the history of the
sport, Mees now boasts a remarkable
assortment of accomplishments,
including the 2012, '14, '15, '17, '18,
'21 and '22 Grand National
Championships, the 2009 and 2011
GNC1 Twins Championships, and the
2012 GNC1 Singles Championship.
The race win went to Brandon

Robinson (No. 44 Mission Roof
Systems Indian FTR750), with Briar
Bauman second (No. 3 Indian
Motorcycle/Progressive Insurance
FTR750), Mees third, Dallas Daniels
fourth and Vanderkooi fifth.
With Mees as champion again, second
place in the season standings went to
Briar Bauman, with Dallas Daniels
third, JD Beach fourth and Brandon
Robinson fifth.

Mission Production
Twins presented by
Vance & Hines
Similar to the situation of Mees in the
premier class, Jesse Janisch (No. 33
Vance & Hines Harley-Davidson
XG750R) got the hard work out of the
way prior to the Mission Production
Twins presented by Vance & Hines
finale, so his 8th spot was enough to
complete the formalities of a career-
first Progressive AFT title.
The race win went to Cory Texter (No.
1 G&G Racing/Yamaha Racing
Yamaha MT-07), with Dan Bromley
second (No. 62 Memphis
Shades/Corbin Seats/Vinson
Construction Yamaha MT-07), Cole
Zabala third (No. 51 Memphis
Shades/Corbin Seats/Vinson
Construction Yamaha MT-07), James
Rispoli (No. 43 Wally Brown
Racing/Haversack KTM 890 Duke) in
fourth and Kolby Carlile fifth (No. 36
KC36 Las Vegas Harley-Davidson
XG750R).

Parts Unlimited AFT
Singles presented by
KICKER
Dalton Gauthier (No. 79 American
Honda/Progress ive Insurance
CRF450R) earned runner-up honors in
the 2022 Parts Unlimited AFT Singles
presented by KICKER standings in just

about the most satisfying way
possible, twice overhauling newly
crowned champion Kody Kopp (No. 12
Red Bull KTM Factory Racing 450 SX-
FFE - second) en route to the season's
final victory.
Morgen Mischler (No. 13 American
Honda/Progress ive Insurance
CRF450R) was third, ahead of
teammate Chase Saathoff in fourth,
with Max Whale (No. 18 Red Bull KTM
Factory Racing 450 SX-FFE) rounding
out the top five.
Gauthier was second to Kopp in the
season's Championship standings,
with Mischler third, Trevor Brunner
fourth and Max Whale fifth.

Standings
Mission SuperTwins presented
by S&S 

Mission Production Twins
presented by Vance & Hines

Parts Unlimited AFT Singles
presented by KICKER

Mees Successfully Defends His
Crown at Volusia Half-Mile Finale II

Pos Rider Points Wins

1 Jared Mees 298 3

2 Briar Bauman 276 3

3 Dallas Daniels 267 2

4 JD Beach 266 4

5 Brandon Robinson 251 3

6 Jarod Vanderkooi 228 1

7 Davis Fisher 181 0

8 Bronson Bauman 177 0

9 Jesse Janisch 136 0

10 Brandon Price 98 0

Pos Rider Points Wins

1 Jesse Janisch 320 7

2 Cory Texter 313 5

3 Nick Armstrong 190 1

4 Billy Ross 172 1

5 Cole Zabala 165 0

6 Cameron Smith 157 0

7 Dan Bromley 154 0

8 Johnny Lewis 148 0

9 Michael Rush 138 1

10 Cody Johncox 124 0

Pos Rider Points Wins

1 Kody Kopp 318 7

2 Dalton Gauthier 255 3

3 Morgen Mischler 250 2

4 Trevor Brunner 249 2

5 Max Whale 234 1

6 Trent Lowe 220 0

7 Chase Saathoff 189 0

8 James Ott 135 0

9 Aidan RoosEvans 117 0

10 Brandon Kitchen 104 0
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In August, BRP was hit by a
ransomware cyber-attack that
halted production. To preserve
the integrity of its data and
systems, the entire IT system
was shut down. This resulted in
the halting of production and
inoperability of digital
dealer/supplier interfaces
including ordering, shipment
tracking and warranty claims
processing. Manufacturing was
restarted on 8/15 at Valcourt,
Rovaniemi, Sturtevant and
Gunskirchen, facilities that
produce snowmobiles, three-
wheel vehicles, Switch and
powertrains. The Mexico
facilities, where ORV and PWC
are produced, came back
online the following week
(8/22), though some facilities
were not operating at full
capacity for almost three
weeks.

A 40-year powersports industry
veteran (and Mount Everest
summiteer), Robert Kay has sold his
Star City Motorsports in Lincoln,
Nebraska, to the Englewood,
Colorado headquartered John
Elway Powersports Group, and sold
Platte River Harley-Davidson in
Grand Island, Nebraska, to Steve
and Jeff Hinchcliff. Kay had owned
Star City for 25 years and added
Platte River H-D in 2016. The
transactions were handled by the
Performance Brokerage Services
team. The Elway Group established
a Powersports Division in 2021 and
already had four powersports
dealerships in Colorado before this
first Nebraska acquisition. The
Hinchcliffs own multiple automotive
dealerships and acquired Frontier
H-D (Lincoln, Nebraska) in 2018,
and Renegade H-D (Springfield,
Missouri) in 2021.

Performance Brokerage
Services has announced the
sale of Cowboy Harley-
Davidson and Cowboy
Powersports from Sheila
Umphrey and the late Walter
Umphrey to Ed the Morse
Automotive Group. The
Cowboy H-D stores are located
in Austin, San Antonio and
Beaumont, Texas - along with
Cowboy Powersports. Umphrey
acquired the dealerships in
1999, and they will remain at
their current locations.

NEWS
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The AMA has congratulated Team USA
riders Eli Tomac, Chase Sexton and
Justin Cooper and team manager
Roger DeCoster. "America is once
again the motocross capital of the
world," said AMA President and CEO
Rob Dingman. 
"Team USA rec la imed the
Chamberlain Trophy, which the United
States last won in 2011, when riders
Eli Tomac, Chase Sexton and Justin
Cooper, led by team manager Roger
DeCoster, triumphed at the Fédération
Internationale de Motocyclisme's
Motocross de Nations (MXdN) at Red
Bud Track 'N' Trail in Buchanan, Mich.,
on September 25.
"This MXdN was a perfect
demonstration of the success that
comes from having the right people -
motivated and talented people - in the
right positions, from our team
coordinators to the riders themselves
and our  team manager.
Congratulations to al l  who
contributed to this effort, and
particularly Eli, Chase and Justin, who
rode exceptionally well and
demonstrated the utmost
professionalism while representing
America."
Tomac, Sexton and Cooper defeated
teams from 31 countries and two FIM
Continental Unions on the way to their
historic win.
The FIM MXdN features teams of
riders in three classifications: MXGP,
MX2 and Open. Racing takes place in
three motos. One includes MXGP and
MX2 riders; one includes MX2 and
Open riders; and one includes MXGP
and Open riders. Each team's rider is
scored based on where they finished
in the combined motos. Those scores
are tallied to determine the winning
team.
Tomac finished 1-6 in the MXGP class.
Sexton finished 2-3 in the Open class,

and Cooper finished 9-4 in the MX2
class. Cooper's result, the best in the
MX2 class, earned him the individual
championship in that event.
The MXdN teams are selected by the
national federations affiliated with the
FIM in each participating country.
AMA Director of Racing Mike Pelletier
runs the AMA effort to select, organize,
support and help fund the team.
"The cooperation this year was off the
charts," Pelletier said. "Of course, the
riders' teams themselves, which
included Star Yamaha and Team
Honda, were 100 percent behind this
effort. We also had help from industry
partners, such as Feld Entertainment,
Alpinestars and Monster Energy, as
well as other individuals and groups
such as Paul Perebijnos, who
organized a golf fundraiser, FMF, who
produced fundraising T-shirts, and the
family of the late Tom White, who held
a fundraiser at Tom's Early Years of
Motocross Museum. The AMA can't
thank these partners enough for
supporting this championship-
winning campaign."
Dingman added that the U.S. effort
would not be the same without its
most important volunteer: AMA

Motorcycle Hall of Fame legend Roger
DeCoster.
"Roger gives his all to this event,"
Dingman said, "his experience and
leadership help in ways that can't be
quantified. We appreciate his work
and the support of his employer, KTM
North America, which allows Roger to
be a part of this effort every year. It's
an honor to have the support of so
many stakeholders at this event. All
year, these teams and companies
compete against one another on the
track and through their support of
individual riders. Here, we are one
team, Team USA, and I'm proud to say,
today we are definitively the best
motocross team in the world."
This was the 23rd time that USA has
won the MXdN and the first time for
11 years since it was held at Saint Jean
d'Angely in France in 2011.
Joining the winners on the podium
was Team France with Maxime
Renaux, Marvin Musquin and Dylan
Ferrandis, who finished with 23 points,
seven behind Team USA, while
rounding out the podium were Team
Australia's Mitch Evans, Hunter
Lawrence and Jett Lawrence with 26
points.

U.S. MXdN Team Claims Victory

Drag Specialties and Parts
Unlimited have added leads to
their pencil where helping their
dealers to get their arms around
the E-Bike opportunities
available to them in their local
markets.
Having been appointed a few
months ago as the LeMans
group's first specific hire in the
E-Bike category, Mike Ralph has
now been promoted to be
LeMans' E-Bike Category
Manager. 
His initial brief had been as a
Key Account Representative and

Product Specialist, but as the
powersports market
opportunity for electric vehicle
sales grows almost exponentially,
his promotion will bring the
gravitas of a self-confessed E-
Bike enthusiast to the
development of the LeMans
electric vehicle offer.
Ralph has several years of
management experience related
to bicycles and other wheeled
sports. In addition to being
hooked on electrics, he is a Vespa
rider and has owned various
dual-sport and street bikes.

E-Bike Category Manager

www.AMDchampionship.com
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BRP revenues set a record for
a single quarter in the period
ended July 31, 2022, at
$2.439bn, up 28% compared
to the same period in 2021.
Normalized EBITDA of $418m
was slightly higher compared
to the same period last year
and also represented a record
performance for a single
quarter. BRP retail sales
increased on a high single-
digit percentage basis and
posted market share gains for
SSV in North America despite
limited product availability.
Normalized diluted EPS of
$2.94 was an increase of $0.05
per share or +2%, while
diluted EPS of $2.94 was
20%/$0.48 per share up on the
same period last year. North
American retail sales for
powersports products
decreased by 14% due to
limited product availability,
driven by supply chain
disruptions.

The BMW Group has announced a
$1.7bn investment to build electric
vehicles at a new plant adjacent to
its existing U.S. manufacturing
facility at Spartanburg, South
Carolina. Some $700m of that
investment will go into a new
Envision AESC high-voltage battery
assembly facility at nearby
Woodruff, SC. The new facility will
encompass over 1 million sq. ft. and
produce next generation batteries
for fully electric vehicles. Around
300 new jobs will be created on
site. 

Gamechanger is an overused
word, but Chinese auto
manufacturer Leapmotor's first
mass production model with
CTC technology may well be a
genuine case - and one with
profound implications for how
electric motorcycles and
scooters are built. CTC stands
for 'Cell to Chassis' - a
technology where the chassis
acts as the storage venue for
the electric power. The battery
module is integrated into the
vehicle body. Very different to
using the battery cluster or its
case as a stressed member and
a concept with major
implications for design options
and charge cycles.
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Having announced that it was to enter
the off-road motorcycle market last
year, hiring Ricky Carmichael and Ivan
Cervantes to advise, Triumph
Motorcyc les  has conf i rmed
expectations that it is to compete in
the F IM Motocross  Wor ld
Championship in 2024, with a factory-
supported race program under an
all-new Triumph Racing banner.
Triumph Racing Team has been set up
in partnership with ex-Kawasaki team
principal Thierry Chizat-Suzzoni, with
his long-standing team manager
Vincent Bereni as manager of the new
TRT set-up, based at Chizat-Suzzoni's
MX ESCA race HQ at Eindhoven, in the
Netherlands.
TRT will field two of Triumph's all-new
250 cc 4-stroke MX bikes in the 2024

MX2 class in 2024 and will add an
entry into the 450 cc MXGP class in
2025.
The new TRT banner will now cover all
of Triumph's racing-related activities,
including Moto2 and Supersport
racing. The partnership between
Triumph and Thierry will encompass his
well established and highly successful
Eindhoven team structure and
facilities. Further underpinning that its
ambition and commitment to win is
central to this new partnership,
Triumph has also stated that it will
continue leading the team with a full
crew "of highly experienced technical
staff, all focused on bringing Triumph
to the pinnacle of motocross racing
performance.
"The new long-term partnership
between Triumph and Thierry reflects a
shared goal and commitment to build
depth and success into Triumph
Racing's approach to competition. As
a part of Triumph Racing's portfolio of
commitments, Thierry and Vincent's
team will focus on the FIM Motocross

World Championship, in MX2 and
MXGP, together with development of
technology and talent to build
Triumph's future strength in
international motocross racing."
Thierry and Vincent's past racing
record boasts over 80 MXGP World
Championship victories and a huge
reputation for technical and
preparation excellence. The effort will
be backed by Triumph's in-house
motocross design engineering
department at its Hinckley, UK
headquarters - which is responsible for
and already testing the concept and
development of its all-new MX and
Enduro motorcycle range.
Testing of the new Triumph motocross
and enduro bikes "is also well
underway and information on the

spec i f icat ions, per formance
characteristics and components of
each model will be released in due
course, along with more news on
Triumph Racing's entry into further
top-t ier  championships and
categories".
Triumph CEO Nick Bloor is quoted as
saying: "This new partnership
demonstrates Triumph's long-term
commitment to competing at the
highest levels of racing. Our entry into
the F IM Motocross  Wor ld
Championship with a factory-
supported Triumph Racing team
signifies a landmark moment at the
beginning of our new top-tier off-road
racing campaign."
TRT owner (MX2 and MXGP) Thierry
Chizat-Suzzoni said: "Nick Bloor and
the Triumph Board of Directors have
made their long-term ambitions for
the project very clear, and I see a huge
amount of passion from everyone at
the factory. 
"I am happy with progress on the bike,
it looks great, has speed on the track,

and Vincent and my staff are working
with the engineers at Hinckley on
building it into a competitive package.
MXGP continues to grow around the
world, I am very happy to be back and
looking forward to going racing with
Triumph."
For Infront Moto Racing, FIM's MXGP
rights holder, CEO David Luongo
pointed to the value of having another
factory team on the grid. "It is a great
news! Probably one of the most
important in recent years. We are
talking about one of the most
emblematic motorcycle brands in the
world. This is a very important
announcement and is a fantastic sign
about the interest and the importance
of MXGP in the international
motorsport scene. 
"With an average of 19 events per
year, MXGP gives the best platform for
manufacturers to develop their bikes,
components and to advertise them
worldwide. From Asia to South
America and Europe, MXGP is
covering all the different markets and
is touching most of the off-road fans
in the world."
Triumph Global Off-Road Ambassador
Ricky Carmichael was equally excited
about the news. "It's been a long time
coming, but since the start of this
project with Triumph, I have been
amazed at just how hard everyone has
been working. 
"From the first stages of the
prototypes, I was really taken back at
how good the performance was. Since
then, being in the UK testing the
newest developments, I can tell you
that it has the capabilities of winning
at the highest level, and I personally
believe the riders, from professional to
amateur, across the entire range of off-
road models, will really like what is
being developed!"
To be ready to race in 2024, Triumph
will have to launch its 250 cc bike in
2023, and there's a good chance it
could appear quite early in the year as
the company has already embarked on
tests of both motocross and enduro
versions in the UK, Europe and the
USA. 

Triumph Confirms 2024 MX2 and
2025 MXGP Race Team Plans

Nick Bloor (left) and Thierry Chizat-Suzzoni
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Norton has announced that it will not
now be putting either of the
previously announced, affordable and
much anticipated Norton Atlas
middleweights into production any
time soon (if ever - the Nomad and
the Ranger). First unveiled in April
2019 towards the end of the now
infamous Stuart Garner era, the Atlas
was set to be an all-new, entry-level,
retro-styled naked 650 cc, liquid-
cooled parallel twin, co-developed
with China's Zongshen. Now though,
under the ownership of India's TVS
conglomerate, the plan has been
canceled - which will likely leave
Zongshen and its domestic Chinese
engine customers with a clear run at
the platform, if not the brand names.
Those who had paid deposits prior to
the January 2020 closure of "Garner
Norton" will have to seek redress
from the bankruptcy liquidators. After
the sale of Norton to TVS, interim
CEO John Russell had originally told
customers, in writing, that "Norton
will build the Atlas," with production
commencing in the second half of
2021, but present CEO Robert
Hentschel has now confirmed that
those plans have been abandoned.

Eugene, Oregon based Arcimoto
has announced that its
'Deliverator' EV has been named
the 'Overall Electric Vehicle of
the Year' in the annual AutoTech
Breakthrough Awards.

Husqvarna's Dalton Shirey has won
the 2022 AMA National Hare and
Hound Championship - locking up a
second career title. The 3 Bros Hatch
Husqvarna Racing rider finished more
than two minutes ahead of the
competition at Round 7, which took
place Sept. 24-25 in Lovelock, Nev.

Yamaha Motor Corp., USA
"continues to demonstrate its
leadership in the powersports
industry" and its ESG credentials
"advocating access to public
land for motorized recreation
through the Yamaha Outdoor
Access Initiative (OAI) and
hands-on volunteer efforts by
Yamaha employees." Most
recently, Yamaha corporate team
members joined the Southern
California Mountains Foundation
(SCMF) to help rehabilitate a
frequently utilized OHV area of
the San Bernardino mountains,
planting more than 300 native
species of plants around the
Pinnacles OHV Staging Area to
restore its boundaries and
encourage responsible on-trail
riding.
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With deadlines for the demise of the
internal combustion engine starting to
appear around the world, motorcycle
makers are under pressure to switch to
electric power. Honda is the latest to
come forward with bold plans that
start with an onslaught of at least ten
new electric models by 2025.
The plans include a target of reaching
annual electric motorcycle sales of one
million per year within five years and
rapidly increasing that to 3.5 million
per year by 2030 - just seven years
away. That would be 15% of Honda's
global motorcycle sales.
The initial launch plan is to unveil two
'commuter' electric motorcycles
between 2024 and 2025 for markets
in Asia, Europe and Japan, along with
five lower-performance electric
mopeds - with top speeds between 25
and 50 km/h - and lower-performance
'electric bicycles' with top speeds
under 25km/h. 
Honda also plans for 'FUN EV' models,
launching in Europe, Japan and the US
between 2024 and 2025. These
higher-performance models are
represented in silhouette form in
images that accompanied the
announcement. The three bikes
include a maxi-scooter, a retro-
inspired roadster taking cues from the
'Neo Sports Café' look adopted by the
CB650R, CB125R and CB1000R, and
a lower-slung, cruiser style bike. In
stance, the bikes are reminiscent of the
Honda Integra, NC700 and CTX700
models of a few years ago - all based

on the same platform, but targeting
very different customers. Honda also
plans an eleventh model, the Kids Fun
EV, which will be an off-road minibike
aimed at children in Europe, Japan and
America.
The technology used in these future
electric bikes is intended to include
monocoque thinking, with the battery,
PCU and motor combined into a bike's
body to reduce the number of
components, improve efficiency and

reduce costs. Honda is also working
hard on solid-state battery technology,
where a solid rather than liquid
electrolyte is used. Due to appear in
prototype form by 2024 and reach
production in the second half of the
decade, solid state batteries promise
to be safer, faster charging, lighter and
more power-dense than current
technologies.
Honda has also reiterated its support
of battery-sharing tech, based on a

standardized, swappable battery pack
- as seen with Honda's Mobile Power
Pack (MPP), used in the PCX electric
scooter, Gyro-e and Benly-e in Japan.
Along with Kawasaki, Yamaha and
Suzuki, Honda has established a
standard for swappable batteries in
Japan and is working with European
manufacturers to create a similar
standard in Europe, with the aim of
creating an ecosystem of battery-swap
stations to allow instant refills.

Despite all this, the internal
combustion engine isn't being
forgotten. As the basis of Honda's
success, the company is working to
develop low-CO2 and carbon-neutral
ICE models, introducing flex-fuel bikes
in India, with E20 (20% ethanol)
compatible machines in 2023 and
E100 (100% ethanol) models in 2025.
Honda already has 100% ethanol
bikes on sale in Brazil.

Honda Plans Ten New
Electric Bikes by 2025

Described as a "Luxury Air
Cruiser", the Aerwins
Technology Xturismo is said to
be the first in a whole new class
of personal transport - think
Star Wars Storm Troopers on
Speeders on the forest moon of
Endor in 'Return of the Jedi'
meeting a drone style
hoverbike, and that pretty much
brings to mind the Xturismo.
However, this is not science
fiction. In fact, Aerwins, a
Japanese manufacturer,
demonstrated the Xturismo at
the recent return of a
reimagined Detroit auto show.
As tech edges us ever closer to
electric powered aviation and
taxis, this machine is not in fact,
as might be assumed, an EV, but
a good old fashioned

hydrocarbon burner - internal
combustion with battery and
autonomous control via an
electric control system. 
The hoverbike is already on sale
in Japan, and Shuhei Komatsu,
founder and CEO of Aerwins,
said plans were underway to
sell a smaller version in the
United States in 2023. In order
to make that happen, his
company plans taking the SPAC
route to a NASDAQ listing that
will value the business at
$600m. 
The Xturismo is claimed to be
able to fly for 40 minutes, with
a maximum cruising range of 40
km, reaching speeds of up to 62
miles per hour (100 kph). It
weighs in at around 300 kg and
measures 3.7 m long by 2.4 m

wide and 1.5 m high.
The payload is recommended
not to exceed around 100
kg…and the price? In a galaxy,
far, far away, it is hoped to be
able to sell it for $777,000 -
although Komatsu has said that
the company hopes to get the
cost down to $50,000 for a
smaller, pure electric model by
2025.

Science Fact - As Flown at Detroit
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Following the lead set by Honda and
others, Brembo is to establish a
business incubator of its own,
"Brembo Ventures" - a venture
capital unit that "aims to accelerate
the development of innovative
solutions for the mobility of
tomorrow." BV will also coordinate
relations with the start-ups where
Brembo is a shareholder. One such is
its 6.8% acquisition of PhotonPath,
a business that aims "to create new
solutions for the digitalization of
braking systems." BV also holds a
20% stake in Infibra Technologies - a
2014 founded research institute
spin-off that develops and produces
integrated photonic systems.

Aviation may only contribute
2.5% of anthropogenic
greenhouse-gas emissions, but
it is a high- profile contributor
to global warming. Green
moves are happening, including
work towards using batteries
or hydrogen for short-haul
flights. Sustainable fuel made
from biomass and waste
products is already being used
by some airlines. However,
what would solve the matter
quickly is an all-new fuel, high
in both environmental
credentials and in energy
density, based on modified
bacterial fungicides. Scientists
at the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory in
California have worked out
how to create cyclopropane
(cp) rings, one of the energy-
richest chemical structures
found in hydrocarbons, using
genetically engineered
bacteria. Aeronautical
engineers already know the
value of cp rings, in the 1960s,
Soviet scientists used them in
their design of Syntin, a rocket
fuel that propelled the upper
stages of Soyuz and Proton
launchers. But making Syntin
and other synthetic
polycyclopropanated (pop)
compounds remains hard and
expensive - and usually
involves a fossil-fuel feedstock.
However, an anti-fungal
molecule produced by
Streptomyces roseoverticillatus,
a common soil bacterium, one
of only two known natural pop
compounds, is full of cp rings
and powerful enough to fuel
aircraft with energy densities of
up to and greater than 40
megajoules per liter, more
potent than most widely used
rocket and aviation fuels.
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Paul Langley's decision to move on from S&S Cycle
after six highly successful years at the helm before
he took over from Fred Fox as Chairman at LeMans
Corporation, left a vacancy for a new President at the
Viola, Wisconsin home of 'Proven Performance - a
vacancy filled by former Harley man Paul Skarie.
Skarie had some 14 years at Harley, mostly in sales
and management roles, and not least as Harley's
senior man at its Sydney based Australian HQ at a
time that saw strong growth for Harley in the
southern hemisphere.
We started by talking about his perception of S&S
before taking up the role and how that affected his

decision to throw his hat into the ring for one of the
market's most prestigious - and potentially
challenging - roles.
"S&S is the most iconic name in the motorcycle parts
industry, especially, historically, in the Harley
aftermarket, and you can't work at Harley without
being aware of S&S from day one.
"Initially the perception was one of S&S as a
competitor, with a little bit of frustration at that, but
like most people that join Harley, that very quickly
turned to admiration and respect.
"After nearly 65 years of delivering 'Proven
Performance', developing and selling products that
not only deliver on that brand promise, but are
products that customers really do want, you can't

help but respect the job that S&S does for Harley
riders and the reputation it has always had for
excellence.
"So, going for the job was a no-brainer for me. I see
it as a tremendous honor to have been selected and

a huge opportunity to make a market contribution
that really means something, because S&S really
means something.
"What is especially impressive about S&S is how it
has maintained such a high level of product design
and production quality and continuously managed
to hire and develop such excellent people. All
businesses see their people as their primary assets,
or at least they should, and coming into S&S, I have
been so impressed at the professionalism, skills and
dedication that I am surrounded by all day, every day.
"Consistency only comes about if you are continually

reinventing yourself and maintaining your relevance,
responding to market changes and recognizing the
new opportunities that change brings. S&S has
consistently done that ever since the 1950s, and I see
my job as maintaining the environment in which that
can continue to happen and we can continue to be
quick to market."
We were sat in the S&S booth in the middle of the
Drag Specialties NVP Dealer Expo in August. As we
talked about the heritage he sees as his job as being
to sustain and help prosper for future years, Paul
motioned to the crowded hall saying "this is a great

LIVING UP TO
THE BRAND
After some 15 months in the role of President at S&S Cycle, I
met with ex Harley-Davidson man Paul Skarie (at the Drag
Specialties NVP Dealer Expo, Madison, August 2022) and we
started by talking about the impression and knowledge he
had of S&S during his 14 years working at Harley-Davidson…

'admiration and
respect'
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show, but inevitably many of these businesses won't
be here in 20 years' time, just as it was others filling
the halls of the industry's trade events 20 years ago. 
"S&S on the other hand has always been here,
always been a market staple - and it is my job to make
sure that it is still the premier aftermarket
performance parts manufacturer 20 years from
now."
Being an ex-Harley employee, who now sits atop of

the performance aftermarket in manufacturing
terms, I had to ask Paul what he thinks about the role
of the aftermarket in general, and how S&S
specifically fits into the Harley-Davidson rider
universe.
"It is tempting as an OEM manufacturer to think that
you should, and could, be doing everything yourself.
That the existence of aftermarket vendors is business
lost, maybe even a sign of weakness - hence that
feeling of competition and frustration that factory
newbies often feel. 
"But as the OEM you absolutely cannot do
everything yourself. While not all aftermarket vendors
are equal, they do all bring something to the table
for the market's riders and the dealer network they
do business at - the authorized network and the
custom shops.
"With the top of that food chain, where S&S and
maybe a dozen or more of the most respected

premier aftermarket vendors sit, you are eventually
able to come to see the real value that they bring to
the factory's customers. As has often been said, the
aftermarket represents huge off balance sheet
investment into the OEM brand, and provided
everyone recognizes each other's intellectual
property and is on the same page in terms of
promoting the motorcycles as objects of desire, then
it should be a win-win.
"I can't really speak for how others might see it, but
for me, now that I can see and understand both sides
of that equation, I think it definitely is mutually
beneficial - not one-sided. I think S&S always has and
still does bring genuine benefit to Harley owners by
enhancing their riding experience in ways that the
factory just can't."
I asked Paul if he, therefore, would subscribe to the
view that vendors like S&S, but S&S especially, did as
much to shape and define the opportunities that
Harley itself had at certain key moments in the last
50 or 60 years did - not least as 'Keepers of the
Flame' in the AMF days and at the times when Harley
was flirting with near death experience in the 1980s
and at the time of the financial crisis. 
"Yes. I do. I get that. Especially in the 1980s. Long
before my time, of course, but you only have to spend
time in the Harley Museum to realize just what an
existential crisis the Motor Company faced back
then.
"The secret for Harley - and other great brands - is
that it isn't only about the cam or the engine or the
chassis or the paint. It is about the culture, and S&S
is not only a part of that culture, but it additionally
has a culture and heritage of its own. Let's face it,
the S&S logo is one of the very few others that 'Bar'n'
Shielders' would wear with pride - as a patch or even
as a tattoo. 

"Harley riders see the S&S brand as saying
something about them, and when customers and
enthusiasts are 'in that place' then you know you
have a powerful asset - an equity that is hard earned,
but all too easily lost. You have to recognize that, be
cognizant of it and understand how to protect and
further evolve it.
"The admiration has to be earned and you can never
take it for granted - you get put on that pedestal by
the customer, you don't get to put yourself on it."
As OEMs such as Harley-Davidson have moved
towards harmonizing production so that single
model production meets emissions, noise and other
regulatory standards worldwide, so too the
aftermarket is needing to do the same. 
It isn't easy, it is a major investment, it is time-
consuming and can create multiple product design
issues. A decade or more ago there were those
in the motorcycle aftermarket who were
calling on the MIC to lobby Washington
for a 'Dirty Law' to exempt
motorcycles from compliance.
However, what a difference a
decade can make. There is now
a widespread understanding
that it can mean free added
horsepower and torque, better and
more durable product quality and allow
the aftermarket to talk the same language as
future generations of consumers.
There is now a growing acceptance that compliance
is not only inevitable but desirable - good for
business. S&S Cycle were visionaries. In global
compliance terms, they were early adopters, moving
in that direction even before Harley's own
engineering had got there. 
I asked Paul if, under his watch, that investment
would continue and if he recognizes the distance the
company traveled towards future-facing solutions in
the years before he arrived at Viola.
"Oh, yes and yes. While there are some products that
can be engineered solely for domestic US
consumption - styles of product for which there
simply wouldn't be demand or model compatibility
and equivalence elsewhere. Overall, there is no
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MK45 (4.5" OD) 50-state
legal Cutlass slip-on muffler.
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question that global compliance is efficient business,
and efficient business is good business - especially
in an era where compliance is ever more strictly
enforced and where the movement of product
between markets, especially via online sellers, is itself
ever more difficult to control.
"Compliance affects S&S' traditional core business -
from engine components to complete assemblies
and engines. But the entry into the performance
exhaust market inevitably places a big, fat target on
your shipments. Your importers and their dealers
have to know that in addition to all the traditional
S&S brand characteristics of design, engineering and
quality, the S&S logo on the box also means that the
product can be sold legally in their jurisdiction. 
"The move into the exhaust business has been an
important one for us. One that we intend to see

become an ever increasingly important part of
our revenue profile. It is ironic that because
we have the R&D, engineering and

resources, emiss ions
compliance can actually be a big
positive for S&S. Not only
because it gives us a competitive
edge, especially in international
markets, but also because if you

can get it right, it opens up massive
opportunities for a brand to offer an

enhanced experience over the stock OEM
product. As the home of 'Proven Performance', that
is right in the crosshairs of what the S&S brand has
always meant.
"Of the many investments that had taken place at
S&S Cycle in the past decade or more, few are as
important as the in-house emissions laboratory. Not
only does it give us a huge advantage over our
competitors, but on a consultancy basis, it is a major
revenue stream for us. The third party work that we
can do there for our customers more than pays for
the investment."
Which brings us to the third party manufacturing
work that S&S does for a wide range of customers -
inside and outside of the motorcycle industry. That
was a development at S&S that was largely born out
of the recession in the United States at the end of

the 1970s, and while its long-standing relationship
with Kawasaki has been a well known credential that
S&S has been able to wear with pride, that is not the
only such relationship - either inside or outside the
motorcycle industry.
"A lot of the production equipment we have is not
unlike that which many manufacturers have these
days. Some of it is market leading, bespoke and
proprietary, but in principal processes are processes.
What puts us ahead of the curve though is our
people. I always find myself going back to them as
our primary competitive advantage. If we were to be
judged simply as a machine shop, then we are very,
very good. But it is the skill sets, experience, training
and craftsmanship of our men and women that are
the magic ingredient that elevates us from the good
to the exceptional.
"The same has become apparent in recent years with
management of our supply chain. Of course, we have
faced the same materials, logistics and pricing issues
as everyone else, but our teams have proven
themselves at least as adept at managing and
handling those issues as anyone else. While we
cannot guarantee to have been able to entirely
mitigate the impacts, we have managed to minimize
the problems caused."
Our final line of discussion revolved around
diversification, not just in terms of contract
manufacturing, but of the new markets that have
been opening up to S&S and other manufacturers.
"One classic example is what was achieved with
Indian Motorcycle - both AFT racing and King Of The
Baggers. The FTR relationship with Indian has been
fantastic for us, for Indian, for the racers and for the
rebirth of flat track as a premier motorcycle sport in
the United States.
"When Paul Langley came into the business, he did

a great job of stabilizing it and sowing the seeds,
doing the hard yards, the groundwork to give S&S a
solid foundation for growth, and we are now able to
benefit from that, as we are with his work with Royal
Enfield.
"While AFT is exciting and fun to watch, the
difference with 'Bagger' racing is that riders -
whether it’s a Challenger or a Road Glide - can go
home and realize that they too can do some of that
with their own bikes. We are benefiting hugely from

that, and so too is the market - the manufacturers
and their dealers.
"Our latest move has been our well-publicised move
into the UTV/SxS performance exhaust market. With
the growth in that sector showing no sign of slowing
down any time soon, we see a great future for S&S
in that market.
"In entering a new segment like that, we do have a
great advantage in the respect and reputation that
the S&S brand gives us - we are back to that again.
But that would be quickly voided if we weren't
delivering. So, we have taken our time about it, been
very careful and deliberate to make sure that the
product offer lives up to the 'Proven Performance'
reputation and, so far, I'm pleased to report that it is
doing so and that our entry into that segment has
been well received. It is going well for us."
www.sscycle.com

'the respect and
reputation that the
S&S brand gives us'

M-8 Big Bore Kits - 107 ci to 129 and 114 ci to 132, 4.32" bore.
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TecMate has introduced a smart solar controller that charges
and maintains 12V lead-acid (conventional, AGM, GEL) or
12.8V/13.2V lithium (LFP/LiFePO4) batteries from any solar
panel. 
TecMate's CEO/CTO Martin Human says that "many cost-
effective solar panels are delivered without any form of charge
control as the low trickle of current is meant to be just enough
to prevent the battery losing charge in the vehicle. The drain
from the vehicle’s circuitry and the battery will keep the voltage
within range of the battery’s natural rest voltage (12.5V-12.8V
for lead-acid or 13.3V-13.6V for lithium LFP). 
"If the battery started out partially discharged when the
vehicle was stored, a solar panel by itself may not deliver
sufficient voltage to bring that battery back to full charge,
resulting in a battery that might be in poor health come
spring." 
Enter the OptiMate Solar DUO controller (TM522-D) - a
gamechanger for the way in which solar charging works. The
unique feature is the conversion of the trickle of current from
solar to pulses of controlled higher energy that is more
effective for the charging requirements of any battery. 
Installed between the solar panel and the battery, this smart
little gadget absorbs the low current into a high-efficiency
capacitor that is then frequently discharged into the battery,
with the concentrated energy raising the voltage going into
the battery. It can, therefore, absorb most of the delivered
energy, with the vehicle’s circuitry continuing its low constant
drain from the battery between pulses. Essentially, more is now
going into the battery than it is delivering. 

"The frequency of pulses depends on the size of panel and
strength of sunlight," says Martin. "The lower the light
intensity the slower the pulses, sometimes down to once every
two seconds, but even at the lowest rate, that pulse is powerful
enough for the battery to effectively absorb charge." 
Like all OptiMate battery chargers, the TM522-D Solar DUO
controller is rated for 24-7 continuous use. It can, and in fact
should, be left connected when the vehicle or battery is stored,
so that it can safely maintain the battery in optimal condition,
never mind how cold it is or how little direct sun the panel
might receive daily. 
"The controller delivers a controlled charge during the day and
then overnight it monitors and displays the charge level
reached on a four LED array. Come the following morning, it
will continue charging or optimally maintain the battery if it
has reached full charge. 
"The Solar DUO works best with panels from 10 to 60 watt.
It is delivered with an O-27 polarity converter adapter (as
many aftermarket solar panels have an SAE connector in
opposite polarity), a set of O-04 charge clips and an O-01
fused permanent battery lead. 
“Many doubt that solar can be effective in the freezing cold
and low light conditions of mid-winter, but the OptiMate Solar
DUO controller changes how solar battery maintenance works
- changing a trickle of low power to pulses of higher energy. 
"It has been thoroughly tested and proven - my favorite case
study is with an industrial client of ours who uses our OptiMate
solar technology to maintain the batteries of its standby
generator sets in Alaska." 

TECMATE
Tienen, BELGIUM
Tel: +32 (0)16 805 440
www.tecmate.com
www.optimate1.com

Game-changing Pulse Based
Solar Charging Tech - as
proven in Alaska!
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Yorba Linda, California based Cobra Engineering's
Gen II 'Neighbor Haters' build on the success of the
originals and are described by Sales Director Camron
Bussard as offering dealers "quality and
performance at a price-point normally associated
with low grade slip-ons, plus they are 50-state legal. 
"They pack a characteristically and reassuringly
'robust' and characterful Cobra sound quality and
are officially declared as manufacturer replacement
parts. 
"Designed and manufactured at our Yorba Linda,
California headquarters, they are available as 50-
state legal 4.5" 'Upper Cut' slip-ons in black, or

'Round' in choice of chrome or black for '17-'22 M-
8 Baggers."
Cobra also offers the 'Upper Cut' 4.5" in black and
'Round' in choice of chrome or black for '95-'16 Twin
Cam Baggers, that may or may not be compliant. 

COBRA ENGINEERING
Yorba Linda, California, USA
Tel: 714 692 8180
www.cobrausa-vtwin.com

Cobra Gen II 4.5" M-8
'Neighbor Haters'

4.5-inch 'Upper Cut'

4.5-inch 'Round'

Having presented its innovative and revolutionary Z-
Ring High Performance Endurance HPE chain in
September 2020, given the success achieved in the
past two years with 525 chains and driven by the
numerous requests of enthusiasts, Italian
manufacturer Regina is now announcing that it has
extended the range to also include 520 applications.
This addition to the range means that not only will
Regina's distributors and its dealers be able to gain
another good slice of the market - both HPE chains
together represent access to some 85% of available
sales - but thanks to the important production
volumes that will now be achieved, Regina has thus
succeeded in developing economies of scale, which
have allowed the Italian manufacturer to reduce HPE
production costs. 
Despite the difficulties caused by the continuous
increases in raw materials and energy costs at this
time, Regina - which still makes 100% of its
motorcycle chains in Italy - has nevertheless decided
to share this production benefit with the market,
making the entire HPE range much more accessible
to all end-users by reducing HPE product sales prices
to the public.
The chains in the HPE range - the first in the world
to allow the elimination of the periodic relubrication
traditionally needed every 1,000 km with standard
chains - have found considerable success among
motorcyclists for both the remarkable convenience
of the lube-free concept and for the unique durability

and performance characteristics of the product. 
Regina's CEO, Paolo Garbagnati, told AMD:
"Numerous laboratory and road tests show that the
HPE chain achieves a useful life at least equivalent,
if not superior, to that of a traditional Z-ring chain
that needs to be regularly relubricated.
"The reduction of energy dissipation and increase of
the efficiency of the chain drive obtained by
combining the high hardness of the coated surface
with a low coefficient of friction results in improved

chain performance and reliability.
"The hydrogen-free Tetrahedral Amorphous Carbon
(ta-C) coating offers better performance of the
motorcycle - which translates to lower fuel
consumption - than the use of a traditional chain
thanks to our use of what is currently considered the
most advanced of the DLC (Diamond Like Carbon)
coatings.
"We apply this to the surfaces of the bushes and
rollers of HPE chain. The elimination of chain cleaning
operations and lubricant splashes while driving
minimize the environmental impact and tedious
routine maintenance operations." The 520 HPE
chain will be available from the end of October 2022.

REGINA 
Cernusco Lombardone (LC), ITALY
Tel: +39 039 9980 1
sales@reginachain.net
www.racing.reginachain.net

Regina Adds 520 Series Z-Ring Chain
to Lube-Free HPE Range
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Having created an entirely new division in pursuit of
new streams of sales, German BMW parts specialist
Wunderlich's ADV operation continues to add
product for the Harley Pan America.
Seen here, the unbreakable, turbulence-free, high-
quality ABS plastic 'Flowjet' windshield "gives the
Pan America an independent, sporty and integrated
new offroad look in just a few easy steps." The

dimensions are 346 mm wide by 345 mm high.
"It delivers a high level of basic protection, perfect
off-road styling, is fully adjustable in height and tilt.
Handmade, it is a robust, scratch resistant,
modification-free, fully reversible 'plug and play' OE
replacement installation that comes complete with
all necessary hardware and German type approval
(ABE)."
Described as "ideal for sporty Enduro riding,
especially beyond paved terrain" and for "short and
medium distances where wind and weather
protection is secondary," it is said to ensure
"pleasant, laminar flow conditions thanks to its
streamlined shape with size and proportions that
combine perfect design with high basic protection."

Also shown here, these new 'AktivKomfort' seats for
the Pan America 1250 and 1250 Special consist of
two seats - one for the rider, a separate one for the
passenger - rather than a one-piece "two-up" bench
seat solution. 
"The cover with ThermoPro technology offers
excellent grip and has a high-quality, elaborate finish
with Alcantara piping and contrasting 'cut' seams,"
and the ergonomic 3-D contour is said to be good
for the back and the glutes. The shape and angle of
the crafted seat core support the ergonomically
advantageous, natural posture of the pelvis for a
more relaxed, less stressful and tiring riding position.
In addition to excellent grip, the ThermoPro
technology means the seat can be anything up to 
25 °C lower in full sun in high summer compared to
the conventional stock seat cover material.

WUNDERLICH GMBH
Sinzig, GERMANY

Tel: +49 (0)2642 97980
wunderlich@wunderlich.de

www.wunderlich-adventure.com

Wunderlich - Pan America Additions

Headed up by former Touratech founder and
owner Herbert Schwarz as Brand Ambassador,
Wunderlich Adventure is a new division from the
noted German BMW parts and accessory
specialist dedicated to the ADV sector. 
Already armed with zillions of products to
enhance BMW Adventure model owners' riding
and ownership experience, its first mission has
been to establish a foothold, indeed an already
leading position, in the Pan America accessories
segment. 
Wunderlich is well known for its BMW
conversions and specials, and this is its first Pan
America project bike - showcasing many of the parts that are already available - from the seats and
windscreens seen here to other products that have already appeared in AMD this year such as
radiator and other protectors (including headlamp protectors and skid plates), additional windshield
designs and soft and hard case luggage system options. 
Schwarz says that in addition to model-specific product designs, Wunderlich offers some 2,000
universal fit parts and accessories for all ADV models, including the Pan America.

German parts and accessory designer HeinzBikes'
new 'Nano' 3-into-1 LED lightbar for the '21-'22
Sportster S RH1250S features turn signals, brake and
taillight and is said to "provide the perfect rear
conversion."
"Inconspicuous at the rear, it hides the large original
turn signals and taillights and, when in use, the light
units convince with furious brightness and laser-like
luminosity."
Built with state-of-the-art lighting technology with
minimal size LED lights (smaller than a one Cent
piece), it is mounted directly under the rear fender
without the use of adapters or other accessories. 
It is described as precision CNC-machined from billet
aluminum with a black powder-coat finish. The
indicators and taillights are connected directly to the
12V supply without resistors. "In combination with

our new side mount license plate holder, the rear of
the Sportster S will shine with a complete and
completely new look."
The lighting units in the protected design are E-
approved and TÜV-compliant, and available in black
powder-coated finish with a tinted lens.

CUSTOM CHROME EUROPE
Grolsheim, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)6721 4007 0
info@customchrome.de
www.custom-chrome-europe.com

'Nano' 3-into-1 LED Lightbar 
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This lowering kit for 2021-up H-D Pan America
models, available as 1" or 2" (seen here), is made in
steel with a black powder-coat finish.
A simple bolt-on, fully reversible install, it does not
require any modifications to the suspension - it
doesn't even require a shock compression tool and
comes complete with instructions (center stand

operation requires two people after the installation
of the 2” lowering kit; caution is required when
operating the kickstand).
Kodlin USA is headed up in the United States by
former Custom Chrome and Kuryakyn man Holger
Mohr. As the Kodlin range grows, the latest news is
of availability of Kodlin parts through Drag

Specialties (in addition to HardDrive) and of the
signing of noted specialist V-twin parts and accessory

sales and marketing agency Brands That Shine.
In addition to these 1 and 2" lowering kits for the
Pan America, further recent additions to the Kodlin
range include the all-new Trackboard Collection
(floorboards, brake pedal pad, shifter peg and mini
boards) for 1980-2022 H-D Touring models, Elypse
2-1 turn signals for Softails and a slew of parts (turn
signals, lightbar and side mount license plates) for
the Sportster S.

KODLIN USA
Morgan Hill, CA, USA

Tel: 408 228 4508
info@KodlinUSA.com
www.KodlinUSA.com

Kodlin Lowering Kits for Pan America

Turbo Heat Shields
Avon Lake, Ohio sound and thermal
management specialist Design Engineering
(DEI) has introduced a custom turbo heat
shield that is available in a variety of styles
and fitments for all turbo types, including
for motorcycles.
"DEI's complete line of turbo heat shields
provide the ultimate means of reducing
turbo lag and serve as a superior heat
barrier," said Mike Buca of DEI. "Whether
you're racing, towing or just out for a
cruise, maximize turbo performance with a
DEI turbo heat shield."
Offered in attractive, easy-to-install designs,
the shields come in kits that include any
necessary locking ties or wire. 
Popular made in the USA DEI designs
include the GEN-3 TITANIUM turbo shields -
DEI's most technologically advanced shield

line, featuring a silicone-
coated TITANIUM LR outer
layer, silica blend insulation
layer with a glass-silica-
stainless weave inner layer
and protective stainless mesh
liner.  
DEI Ultra 47 turbo shields are
made from a tri-layer mix of an
aluminum-impregnated glass fiber outer
shell with a high-temperature insulating
mat core and silica glass blend liner. They
feature double stitching and heavy-duty
capped anchor points. 
The ONYX Series black turbo shields feature
a popular, high-tech, rich black finish and
use an exclusive combination of premium
heat-resistant textiles and newly designed
stainless steel attachment anchors.

DEI also manufactures a design that is
proprietary to Trask Performance for its
turbo kits.  

DESIGN ENGINEERING INC
Avon Lake, Ohio, USA
Tel: 440 930 7940
johng@designengineering.com
www.deipowersports.com

http://www.bitubo.com
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With yet another example of the simplest things
sometimes being the best things, this oil filter strap
wrench from Loomis, California headquartered
Motion Pro is said to fit all spin-on type oil filters up

to 5" in diameter
Designed for use with a 3/8 inch drive ratchet or
extension, it has a maximum strap diameter of 125
mm (5 inches), a new billet aluminum body with laser
etched logo and stronger 38 mm wide strap for
improved grip and durability.

MOTION PRO
Loomis, California, USA
Tel: 650 594 9600
www.motionpro.com

Oil Filter Strap Wrench

Haslett, Michigan based Baker Drivetrain's
high torque bearing kit is designed to
eliminate lateral walking of the main shaft
race, eliminate oil leaks and ease
serviceability. This kit replaces the 34091-85
inner bearing race that was used on 1985-
2007 Big Twin applications.
Bert Baker explains: "The 34091-85 inner
bearing race has been used on Big Twins
since 1985. The inner primary bearing rides
on this race. By design, this race is press-fit
onto the transmission main shaft. This
system works fine for stock engines. 
"But the stock inner bearing race becomes
useless when you have over 100+ hp,
because the strength of the engine will

cause the race to walk. If it
walks inboard, it will damage
the main drive gear seal and
cause a transmission oil
leak. If it walks
outboard, it will
cause a primary
oil leak. 
"Our high
torque bearing
kit eliminates
this condition. The
kit includes a
precision-honed
bearing and seal and is now
included in our DD6 and OD6 kits."

BAKER DRIVETRAIN
Haslett, Michigan, USA

Tel: 517 339 3835
sales@bakerdrivetrain.com
www.bakerdrivetrain.com

Baker High Torque Bearing Kit
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These days, 4.5" seems to be the ideal
muffler diameter for sound, power and
looks. Firebrand has taken that formula one
step further on the modern H-D touring
machines with a highly tuned, louvered
stainless steel baffle. 
But how do you tune a baffle, I hear you
ask? "Contrary to many people's
assumptions, a baffle isn't just a tube with
some holes - or at least it doesn't need to

be. Firebrand's expertise is using the size
and angle of the louvers, as well as their
location within the muffler, as critical
design variables to capturing the exhaust
gasses as they pass through. 
"Too big and they slow velocity, too small
and you risk a pitchy sounding muffler. Get
it right and your bike sounds and performs
like a proper V-twin should. 
"The new 'Monarch' slip-on from Firebrand

does exactly that and finishes the muffler
off with a durable and perfectly matched
coating and a billet tip. Available for 1999
through 2022 H-D Touring bikes in Asphalt
Black or show chrome. All Firebrand
exhausts are made in the heartland of the
US and available through HardDrive."

HARDDRIVE V-TWIN
Boise, Idaho, USA
Tel: 208 376 8400
info@hdtwin.com
www.hdtwin.com
www.firebrandmotorcycle.com

'Monarch' 4.5" Slip-Ons for
H-D Touring Models 
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Bitubo Remote Adjustable
Touring Model Shocks

This Italian designed and manufactured Bitubo
WME22V3 shock absorber set has been developed
specifically for H-D Touring models. Remote
adjustable rebound and spring preload are fitted on
one shock, the other has been set up to work
seamlessly with the adjustable shock. They can be
used to lower all 1980 to present Touring models and
are sold in three lengths - 12" (305 mm) as stock on
2014 FLHX; 12.4" (315 mm) as stock on 2008
FLHTCU and 12.85" (326 mm) as stock on most
1980 to present Touring models.

Tommy & Sons 'Inception'
Series FXRT Style Bolt-On
Fairing Kit

For bringing the popular FXR/FXRT clubstyle look to
2018 and up Softails, these Tommy & Sons
'Inception' series bolt-on kits are available with and
without lowers. Made in-house from fiberglass by
Tommy & Sons in precision build moulds, they have
a paint-ready white gel coat finish and ship with all

necessary mounting hardware, brackets, headlight
cover and windshield. A 7" headlight must be
purchased separately. The fairing was originally
developed for 2018 and later FXLR and FXLRS Low
Rider, but can be custom fitted to other M-8 Softail
models.

Twin Cam Rocker Box Sets

These stock style rocker box kits for Twin Cams
contain two upper covers and two lower housings.
They fit 1999-2016 Touring, 1999-2017 Dyna, 2000-
2017 Softail and 2009-2016 Trike models and are
available in chrome or gloss black.

"Fuel Friend" Canisters

These handy fuel canisters are available in 0.5, one
and two liter capacity. They fit easily into a
saddlebag, and the smallest one will even fit a
toolroll or toolbox. The one liter version can be
strapped against a frame or sissy bar and can also
be used to store some extra oil in. UN approved for
all types of fuel and oil. A lockable outlet for use with
the one and two liter canisters is separately available.

ZODIAC INTERNATIONAL BV
Mijdrecht, NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 (0)297 288 621
sales@zodiac.nl
www.zodiac.nl

Zodiac International
Additions

Described by owner Alex Fox as "TYBRIDS,"
this is a new titanium/stainless steel 2-into-
1 exhaust system for 2017 M-8 and up H-D
Baggers.
Co-developed with, and manufactured by
Bassani at its California headquarters, it
features a lightweight, high-strength
titanium muffler coupled with a durable and
highly stable, heat resistant, premium 304
18 gauge stepped (1 3/4" to 1 7/8")
stainless steel head pipe.
Fully tig-welded, it has a 2.5" race baffle
and 18 mm and 12 mm 02 ports with
adapters and plugs.

The Slyfox Performance mantra is simple -
lighter, stronger, faster - and Alex says that
"growing up in a family of racing,
engineering and powersports, it was
nothing but a reality to keep the family
legacy alive.
"All of our parts are made in the USA, out
of the finest materials and manufacturing
processes, and sold exclusively through
Drag Specialties."

SLYFOX PERFORMANCE
Huntington Beach, CA, USA
Tel: 949 942 6622
support@slyfoxperformance.com
www.slyfoxperformance.com

Bassani Slyfox
Titanium M-8
Bagger Exhaust
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A new entrant to the aftermarket exhaust segment
is Lake Elsinore, California based Stainless Powered
Concepts (SPC) - founded in May this year by Mark
Jacobs and Greg Miranda, two industry professionals
with long standing roots in the exhaust space.  Mark
and Greg are the former President and Sales
Manager respectively at Two Brothers Racing. 
Speaking with AMD, Mark said "we realized that it

was time for us to move on and pave our own way
in the exhausts market. We were no longer having
fun, and when that happens, it is best for all
concerned to change things up.
"We fully understood that starting something new

would come with many challenges, loaded with
uncertainty, but the relationships that we had
developed over many years have made this transition
amazing.
"Our business philosophy is old school. To deliver
one-on-one service to our dealers and end users, use
only the best materials, create something that you
would be proud to put on your own bike and
understand the difference between knowing what to
do and what not to do!"
Their initial product applications include M-8 Softails
and Baggers, Twin Cam Baggers and 2006 - 2016
Dyna models. Initially, SPC has three muffler designs

- 'Lanesplitter', 'Cutback' and 'Big Bore'.
"We construct our mufflers with hand tig-welded
stepped headers for maximum torque. Our systems
will include the necessary hardware for simple
installation, as well as 02 sensors for both stock and
wideband applications.  
"Our flagship Big Bore design includes a 4.5" cone
with 2.25" to 2.5" stepped core. The end result is a
perfect blend of sound, performance and look."

SP CONCEPTS
Lake Elsinore, CA, USA
info@spcexhausts.com
www.spcexhausts.com

Mufflers by Stainless Powered Concepts 

'Big Bore'
'Cutback'

'Lanesplitter'

Predator III Extended 
Reach Seats

The Predator III extended reach seat moves the rider
back 1 1/2" compared to the stock seat - ideal for
those with a longer inseam. It features 6 1/2" tall
driver support with unique styling and a high-quality
automotive-grade vinyl cover. "The molded
polyurethane foam provides maximum comfort and
has a narrow driver's cut for better leg clearance. The
thermoformed ABS seat base gives the perfect fit,
while the carpeted bottom and rubber bumpers
protect paint." 
They are available in smooth or double-diamond
stitch with black, silver or red thread. The seats are
made in the USA for '97-'07 FLHR and '06-'07 FLHX
models. 

M-8 Intake Manifold 
Flange Kit

This Drag Specialties brand stock flange replacement
kit is made from die-cast zinc material with a chrome
finish. It includes two flanges with Nitrile rubber seals
and four screws. The kit fits '17-'22 M-8 models.

Rear Brake
Master
Cylinder
Assemblies
Drag Specialties rear master cylinder assemblies for
Touring models are a quick stock upgrade - they
come fully assembled and are a direct bolt-on
replacement. Available with a high-quality chrome or
gloss black finish, they deliver an improved, solid,
smooth rear brake feel on '08-'22 FLHT/FLHR/FLHX
and FLTR models.

Battery Cable Kits

Drag Specialties battery cable kits are said to
"increase the starter performance by supplying
maximum battery current to the starter motor. This
kit contains all the cables needed to replace the OEM
cables." The black 4-gauge cables are manufactured
with pure electrolytic-grade 36-gauge tinned copper
strands for maximum current transfer and superior
flexibility. All cables have 1/4" and 5/16" terminals.
Available for '17-'22 FLHT, FLHR, FLHX and FLTR
models.

DRAG SPECIALTIES
Janesville, Wisconsin, USA
Tel: 608 758 1111
drag@dragspecialties.com
www.dragspecialties.com

Drag Specialties Additions
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Designed especially for the 2022 Indian Pursuit or for
the 2020-2022 Challenger with an Indian trunk
added, Corbin Saddles has maximized the seating
area and positioned the rider bucket in the sweet
spot to offer the best possible ergonomics and long
range comfort. 
Sculpted seating platforms conform to the shape of
the rider's body to give more square inches of even
support and eliminate hot spots and pressure on the
tailbone. Neutralized seating platforms help to hold
the body in place and curb sliding in the saddle. This
also helps to relieve rider fatigue by taking pressure
off the wrists and knees. 
"Our exclusive Comfort Cell foam material on the
inside provides a firm, resilient ride that supports the
body indefinitely. Over time, Comfort Cell will break
in and adapt to provide a personalized fit to the
rider's body.
"Bucket shaping of the front seating area gives an
unprecedented amount of body support. Notice how
it curves up at the back to provide six inches of

support to the lower back. Towards
the front of the bucket, we design the

saddle narrower to allow for ground reach. 
"This dual touring saddle accepts a single bolt install,
adjustable backrest in the rider's seating area that
adjusts to provide a tailored fit to the rider's posture.
The backrests are available in several styles to suit
tastes, but we have found the #BR Ovalbac (shown)
to provide the right blend of clean visuals and rider
support. 
"It gives you an additional nine inches of vertical
support and is sculpted to fit the shape of the back.
Covered with genuine leather to match the saddle,
they are also built up with Comfort Cell foam for long
lasting comfort. At the rear we offer a variety of
finishing plate options. Our standard plate is a black
leather look, but we also offer a smooth, paintable
model or can supply one pre-painted gloss black."
Corbin's Dual Tour has the option of electric seat
heaters, with rider and passenger areas that are
controlled independently via conveniently located
switches in the left side panels. The seats plug directly
into wiring that exists on the motorcycle for simple
integration.

CORBIN SADDLES
Hollister, California, USA
Tel: 831 634 1100
corbin01@corbin.com
www.corbin.com

Dual Touring Saddle for
Pursuit and Challenger

Oreland, Pennsylvania based NAMZ Custom
Cycle Products continues to "make it easy
to do it right" with these new wiring
harnesses.
In strong demand at this time, this
American-made replacement speedometer
wiring harness is designed to fit 2018
Softail models. It is intended to allow the
use of Harley or Koso HUD gauges (with
proper mount on riser) without any cutting
or splicing.
"There is no easier way to replace the large
OEM gauge than to install taller risers and
use the sleek new HUD style gauges. Our
harness is 100% plug-n-play, 36" long and
designed to allow a perfect fit for any
height handlebar/riser combination."
Also seen here, when swapping handlebars
or risers, Indian riders will love this new
NAMZ NHCX-IC22 replacement switch
housing harness for 2022-up Indian Chief,
Chief Dark Horse, Chief Bobber, Chief
Bobber Dark Horse, Super Chief and Super
Chief Limited models. 
Celebrating 21 years in business, NAMZ and
Badlands products are available through

Drag Specialties, Parts Unlimited, Tucker,
Mid-USA, J&P Cycles, V-Twin, Parts Canada,
Parts Europe, Custom Chrome Europe,
Motorcycle Storehouse, W&W, Zodiac,
Rollies Speed Shop in Australia and
Performance Cycle Wholesale Limited in
New Zealand. 

NAMZ CUSTOM CYCLE PRODUCTS 
Oreland, Pennsylvania, USA 
Tel: 610 265 7100 
info@namzccp.com 
www.namzccp.com

Custom Harnesses

NHCX-IC22
replacement

switch housing
harness

Replacement
speedometer
wiring harness

Italian suspension specialist Matris has released
suspension upgrades for the 2021 and up CMX 1100
Honda Rebel - a twin-cylinder 'bobber' styled
platform that is proving increasingly popular as a
custom platform.
To optimize handling, Matris' tested and proven
Quad-Valve F15K asymmetric, hydraulic 20 mm
cartridge is fully adjustable on compression, rebound
and preload. 
No modifications are required to the OEM front fork
to replace the OEM front suspension with the F15K
cartridge, so it is a plug & play, 100 percent fully
reversible install. A choice of spring rates are
available to do the handling of the front end and can

be tuned to accommodate variables such as rider
weight and riding style.
At the rear, the top-level Matris M40KC "Dark"
series twin shock offers full compression, rebound,
spring preload and ride-height adjustments for a fully
tuned response to riding conditions and the road
surface.

MATRIS S.R.L.
Camisano Vicentino (VI), ITALY
Tel: +39 0444 411636
info@matrisdampers.com
www.matrisdampers.com

Rebel 1100
Suspension
Upgrade
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Ventura, California based Barnett Clutches & Cables'
new 'Scorpion' lock-up clutch features a redesigned
billet aluminum lock-up pressure plate that is made
to fit under the stock primary cover. 
"No need to change or modify your cover," says
Barnett's Chris Taylor. "As with all our 'Scorpion'
clutches, the surface area is greatly increased and
lever effort is kept to a minimum. Three different coil
spring sets provide a wide variety of spring pressure

options, allowing you to tune the clutch for stock to
200+ hp applications. A steel inner hub is also
included to complete the unit."
Like all 'Scorpion' clutches, it is designed to fit into
the stock type clutch basket. Chris says that the
versatility of the 'Scorpion' makes it an excellent
choice for stock to big inch motors and ideal for
Baggers, two-up riding and pulling a heavy load. 
"In addition, the lock-up pressure plate is also
available separately as a retro-fit to existing
'Scorpion' clutches. As with all Barnett products, this
clutch is proudly made in the USA."

BARNETT CLUTCHES & CABLES
Ventura, California, USA
Tel: 805 642 9435
info@barnettcables.com
www.barnettcables.com

'Scorpion' Low-Profile Clutch
- '90-'97 H-D Big Twins  

Now owned and operated by Ron Linville, iconic
Oceanside, California, Custom Cycle Engineering
(CCE) - home to Randy Smith's famed finned engine
covers - remains the 'go-to' for front fork tubes. 
However, recent additions include its proprietary

'Mad Dog' mounting system to limit lateral and
torsional movement of the powertrain on all FLH and
FXR models.
The company's exclusive aluminum billet pivot
blocks and custom cylindrical style metal bushings
provide a "superior, long lasting vibration isolator.
When combined with our spherical bearing retrofit
kit (sold separately), you will have the ultimate in
tracking stability - increasing stability at all speeds."

CUSTOM CYCLE ENGINEERING
Oceanside, California, USA
Tel: 760 941 6487
sales@customcycleengineering.com
www.customcycleengineering.com

'Mad Dog' Powertrain
Mounting System

Now owned by Cometic Gasket founder Bob
Gorman, world renowned Klotz Synthetic Lubricants
has introduced a range of new V-twin-specific oil
change kits. 
Founded in 1959, "Klotz Lubricants has been
providing superior lubricants to racers, performance
enthusiasts and traditional end users for 63 years.
Klotz manufactures lubricants for every discipline of
racing and knows what it takes to keep these
maximum effort engines and gearboxes running at
peak performance," said American V-twin Sales
Manager Jason Moses.
"The Klotz name has been synonymous with two-
stroke engine performance for many years and is
now offering that race-winning technology to the V-
twin market. 
"The Klotz oil change kits can be ordered as a single
hole oil change kit with a premium chrome oil filter,

or we offer a complete premium oil and lubricant
change for all three holes on Big Twins or both holes
on Sportster models - also including the premium
chrome oil filter." They are available from all of the
major motorcycle parts and accessory distributors. 

KLOTZ SYNTHETIC LUBRICANTS
Fort Wayne, Indiana, USA
Tel: 260 490 0489
www.klotzlube.com

Klotz Synthetic V-Twin
Oil Change Kits

Tucker Powersports'
Twin Power brand
has added a high-
performance oil
pump to its portfolio
- designed for
Harley-Davidson
motorcycles with air-
cooled M-8 engines.
Twin Power Brand
Manager James
Simonelli reports
that it offers "significantly improved
performance over the stock oil pump."
The Twin Power oil pump is said to offer
better crankcase evacuation, resist sumping
and improve oil flow - specifically, an
increase of 123% on the feed side and
146% on the scavenge side versus the
current (fourth generation) M-8 oil pump is
reported (testing done at 2,500 rpm). 
In addition, a corrective spacer is included,
which improves performance and prevents
wear on the factory camplate. A stock-style
seal is incorporated into the cover, similar
to the latest factory design. 
"We love the new Milwaukee-Eight
platform," says James. "It's a fantastic
design with huge benefits over previous
generation Harley engines. We saw that
there were design changes since the
engine's original introduction, and we know
that a reliable oil system is critical to any

engine, whether it's a stock rebuild or a
maximum performance hot rod. 
"That's why we are offering this oil pump
that's better than the stock version on the
M-8 models produced today. With a true
bolt-in installation, compatibility with stock
or aftermarket components and an
affordable price... what's not to like?" The
new Twin Power oil pump fits all air-cooled
M-8 model Harleys.

TUCKER V-TWIN
Fort Worth, Texas, USA
Tel: 817 258 9000
www.tucker.com/v-twin
www.twinpower-usa.com
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Even by Biltwell's lofty
standards for two-wheeled
fun - remember, this is the
company that finished the
NORRA 1000 Baja desert race
on a custom Sportster in
2018 - 'Operation Numbnuts'
required considerable time,
treasure and manpower just
to leave US soil.
Building a support vehicle large
and robust enough to chase
nearly a dozen riders, drivers
and media personnel across

Alaska and Canada's Yukon
territory was job one on
Operation Numbnuts' to-do list.
To that end, Biltwell teamed up

with an overland Jeep
customizer and adventure man,
appropriately named Yeti, to
source and help customize a

decommissioned US military all-
terrain transport vehicle. 
After nearly two years of
building, fine-tuning, road
testing and reengineering, 'The
Pig' was ready for deployment
in the early summer of 2022. To
avoid killing their combination
cargo truck, bunk house and
mobile motorcycle workshop on
the miserable drive from SoCal

to Puget Sound, Biltwell trucked
'The Pig' to a ferry terminal in
Bellingham, WA. By the time
they reached Fairbanks, Alaska,
after four days at sea, everyone
on Team Numbnuts was ready
to ride.
And oh, what a ride it would
prove to be. Five of the riders
aboard were bike people who
knew the brand and what to

Biltwell's Arctic Expedition
"There and back again"

Words: Libellum Raceday /// Photos: Geoff Kowalchuk

In 2018, Biltwell co-founder and brand manager Bill
Bryant and his wife Carrie drove from their home near
the company's headquarters in Temecula, CA, to the
northernmost reaches of Alaska's treacherous Alcan
highway in a well-equipped overlanding rig - the four-
wheeled kind. It was during this month-long family
vacation that the seeds for Biltwell's most recent
Internet-busting adventure were sown. 

'bravo
Milwaukee'
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expect: crusty but thoroughly
well sorted Shovelheads and
Panheads. The balance of the
group understood the challenge
ahead of them and wisely chose
to ride a fleet of Pan America
ADV bikes on loan from the
Motor Company. 
The mechanical juxtaposition
might have proven comical if
the old bikes laid down like
most folks predicted, given the
treacherous circumstances. The
truth is, only one chopper
returned in The Pig's cargo box,
and not even a broken
generator shaft could stop Bill
and his trusty Panhead from

traversing mud and tundra well
inside the Arctic Circle. 
The rest of Team Numbnuts, and
especially the lone female rider
Kalen Thorien, who rode all the
way from Florida via Sturgis on
her personal Pan Am before
joining the group in
Washington, enjoyed the trip of
a lifetime aboard Harley's
supremely capable ADV
machine. Bravo, Milwaukee!
Aboard that incongruous mix of
vintage V-twin and modern
Harley iron, Biltwell friends and
co-workers finally got to
witness the mystery and

majesty of the Northern Lights
on their last evening inside the
Arctic Circle. 'The Pig' valiantly
covered the vast majority of
Biltwell's 3,500-mile adventure
under its own steam, but Yeti
had to rely on a Canadian
wrecker jockey to drag his
defeated monster truck across
the US border. 
Despite everything - the blown
motors, bear scat, wolf tracks,
skeptical locals, broken
generators, dead batteries,
short tempers and long days -
no one in Biltwell's motley band
of bike riders spent an evening
in jail or hospital. If that seems

'ride
motorcycles,

have fun'

<<
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like a low bar for success, you
haven't ridden across Alaska on
a 65-year-old motorcycle. The
Biltwell crew now has - and
lived to tell their tale. When
your company slogan is "ride
motorcycles, have fun,"
adventures like this are
practically mandatory. 
For an in-depth story about this
epic journey, visit the Biltwell
blog at
www.biltwellinc.com/blogs/
wtf/numbnuts

<<

'no one in Biltwell's motley band of bike
riders spent an evening in jail or hospital'
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INTERNATIONAL
HEAD OFFICE
THE NETHERLANDS

ZODIAC INTERNATIONAL B.V.

Tel: 0031(0)297 288621

Email: sales@zodiac.nl

AUSTRALIA

CASSONS PTY. LTD.

TEL: +61 28882 1900

Email: enquiries@cassons.com.au  

AUSTRIA

ZODIAC ÖSTERREICH

TEL: +43 67 64 86 40 65

Email: zodiac-oesterreich@zodiac.nl

FRANCE
ZODIAC FRANCE

Tel: 01 45 93 10 75

Email: zodiac-france@zodiac.nl

FC PARTS

Tel: 03 27 85 57 15

Email: fcparts@wanadoo.fr

GERMANY

ZODIAC DEUTSCHLAND

Tel: 02137 78740

Email: zodiac-deutschland@zodiac.nl

GREAT BRITAIN

ZODIAC U.K.

Tel: 01453 882 917

Email: zodiac-uk@zodiac.nl

HUNGARY

ZODIAC MOTORCYCLE

PRODUCTS HUNGARY

Tel: 06 30 217 1832

Email: zodiac-hungary@zodiac.nl

ITALY
ZODIAC ITALIA

Tel: 3426 561527

Email: zodiac-italia@zodiac.nl

SCANDINAVIA
ZODIAC SCANDINAVIA

Tel: +46 (0)70-518 14 62

Email: scandinavia@zodiac.nl

SPAIN
ZODIAC ESPANA

Tel: 663 86 81 44 

Email: spain@zodiac.nl 

SWITZERLAND

AMERICAN BIKE SHOP

Tel: 071 761 2678

Email: abs-zodiac@rheintal.ch

www.zodiac.nl 
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MOTORCYCLE STOREHOUSE B.V.
Gotenburgweg 46, 9723 TM Groningen, The Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0)50 303 9775 - Email: sales@mcseurope.nl

MOTORCYCLE STOREHOUSE LTD.
Unit 2 Oakden Drive, Manchester, M34 2QN, UK

Tel: +44 (0)161 337 4390 - Email: sales@mcseurope.uk

MCS SPANISH AGENT 
Paloma Pinto

Tel: +34 0 93 865 7427 
E-mail: paloma@mcseurope.nl

MCS FRENCH AGENT
Bruno Selle

Tel: +33 (0)4 90 67 76 33 
E-mail: bruno@mcseurope.nl

MCS GERMAN AGENT
Rasi Bayazid

Tel: +49 (0)211 289 0538 
E-mail: rasi@mcseurope.nl

MCS ITALIAN AGENT
Marcello Fontana

Tel: +39 0445 390437 
E-mail: marcello@mcseurope.nl

www.tecmate.com

EUROPE, UK & REST OF WORLD 
(FOR REGIONS NOT LISTED BELOW)
TecMate (International) S.A., Belgium
T: +32-16-805440
www.tecmate.com

NORTH, CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA
TecMate North America
T: +1-905-3372095
www.tecmate.com

AFRICA, AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND
TecMate South Africa
T: +27-21-5316045
www.tecmate.co.za

JAPAN, S. KOREA, TAIWAN & S. 
CHINA SEA REGION (EXCEPT CHINA)
TecMate Japan Co., Ltd.
Tokyo, Japan
T: +81-50-5374-7219
www.tecmate.co.jp

SALES OFFICES 
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MOTORCYCLESTOREHOUSE.COM 
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Australia
Rollie’s Speed Shop
Tel: 07 3252 2129

Serco Pty Ltd 
Tel: 07 382 3283 3

Canada
Power Twins 

Tel: 403 250 6611
Parts Canada 

Tel: 877-277-7560

Germany
Custom Chrome Europe

Tel: 0049 (0)671 88888 0
Parts Europe

Tel: 0049 (0)6501 9695-2000
W & W Cycles

Tel: 0049 (0)931 2506115

Netherlands
Motorcycle Storehouse BV
Tel: 0031 (0)50 303 9771

Zodiac International
Tel: 0031 (0)297 28 86 21

New Zealand
Performance Cycle Wholesale

Tel: 0064 (0)9 308 1625

USA
Tucker V-Twin

Tel: (800) 347 8080
Drag Specialties

Tel: (800) 222 3400www.barnettclutches.com
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Kawasaki has been among the most
vocal of Japan's bike makers about its
plans to launch multiple battery-
e lect r ic , hybr id and
hydrogen-powered motorcycles, and it
surprised crowds at the Suzuka 8-hour
by demonstrating two near-
production ready machines on track
ahead of the race. Kawasaki previously
revealed an electric prototype in 2019
and showed an early version of its
hybrid bike last year, but these new
machines differ significantly. 
The HEV (Hybrid Electric Vehicle) is the
higher-performance and more
sophisticated machine. Based around
a parallel twin engine - it appears to
be from the Z400 - with a large
electric motor mounted above its
transmission and a small under-seat
battery pack. 
In town, it's able to run on pure
electric power, although with a
relatively short range thanks to the
small, light battery. On longer,
constant-speed runs, it uses the twin-
cylinder petrol engine, operating at an
efficient speed to drive the bike and
simultaneously recharge the battery
pack. 
When you need all the performance at
once, both powertrains run
simultaneously, offering more
performance than either could
achieve alone. The result should be
economy and emissions equivalent to
a 250 cc machine, and performance
similar to a Ninja 650, with none of
the range or recharging problems
associated with pure electric bikes.
It uses a conventional combustion
engine and transmission, with the
foot-operated gear shift replaced by
an electrically operated handle switch
version, with an automatically
controlled clutch. The move to semi-
auto shifting means the transition

between electric and petrol power can
be achieved relatively seamlessly. 
The frame is purpose-made, but isn't
unnecessarily exotic - it's a tubular
steel design, with a box-section
swingarm at the rear and off-the-shelf
suspension and modest brakes. 
The second bike shown at Suzuka, the
pure electric, was completely different
to the prototype revealed in 2019.
Where that was a sports-style bike
with a permanent battery and
conventional manual transmission,
the bike at Suzuka was a 125 cc-

equivalent with a direct drive, single-
speed transmission and no clutch. 
It also appears to have swappable
batteries in a case that's accessed by
removing the top of the 'fuel tank'
section in front of the rider. Power is
expected to be limited to 11 kW to
ensure it fits into learner bike
legislation, Final styling is likely to be
different to the bodywork seen here.
Both models made an official debut at
INTERMOT in October, and are slated
to reach showrooms over the next 12
months.

Kawasaki Reveals Near-Production
Electrics and Hybrids By Ben Purvis

Hybrid prototype

Electric prototype
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Having acquired Cooper Tires,
the parent company of Avon
Tyres - a long standing favorite
of custom bike builders the
world over - Goodyear has
announced that Cooper Tires
Europe is to close the 130-year-
old Avon site at Melksham in
England. The company will
"gradually phase out all
Melksham-based operations by
the end of 2023." AMD
contacted Goodyear for
information as to whether or not
Avon branded production will
continue elsewhere, or if this is
the end of the road for Avon
Tyres - however, as at press-time
the silence had been deafening.
We are left to draw our own
conclusions, I guess.

H-D is to recall 1,074 RH975
Nightster motorcycles (2022) due to a
possible handlebar break arising from
poor welding.

This year has seen some notable
anniversaries among the
Californian V-twin aftermarket
community - including
Progressive Suspension notching
up 40 years. Now based out of
the Performance Machine
factory, as part of the
Powerhouse Brands Group that
also includes Burly Brand, PM
itself was founded in 1970. It is
a big landmark elsewhere in the
Greater Los Angeles area, with
leading seat designer Le Pera
hitting the 'Big Five 0'. Founded
by Bob Le Pera Sr., the north
Hollywood based manufacturer
is still in family ownership,
operated by Bob Le Pera Jr. and
sister Christine Le Pera.

Cycle Gear and J&P Cycles owner
Comoto has opened a new RevZilla
branded brick-and-mortar experience
storefront at Newport Beach,
California.
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