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I
n a stark contrast to the
trends being seen elsewhere
in Europe, Italian new
motorcycle registrations (as

reported by trade association
ANCMA) are growing strongly
after the market there suffered
the same early season Euro
3/Euro 4 inventory crossover
impacts seen in most other
markets.
For September, registrations are
reported at 5,898 new motorcycles,
which is +13.40 percent compared
to September 2016, and the 7th
straight month of growth for the
Italian market.
On a year-to-date basis, sales are
running at +10.43 percent for the
first 9 months of 2017, at 72,295
new units registered so far this year.
This contrasts with Germany, where
the latest available statistics
(through August 2017) put the
market at -6.38 percent YTD (85,821
units), the UK at -15.38 percent
through September (79,605 units),
and Spain, where motorcycle
registrations are -8.03 percent for

the period through September (at
105,230 units YTD).
In addition to Italy, the only other of
Europe’s “Big Five” markets to
report positive results so far this year
is France, where PTWs in the 125cc
and above market (excluding
scooters) were at +3.8 percent at
111,934 units through to August.
In Italy total PTWs sales are +6.88

percent for the first nine months of
2017 at 177,230 units. In 2016
motorcycle registrations in Italy were
+21.49 percent at 75,936 units;
total PTW registrations were +13.26
percent for the full year at 193,814
units. 

Scooter sales so far in 2017 are up
by +4.56 percent at 104,935 units
for the first nine months. 
The organisers claim that 2016 saw
big increases in exhibitor and visitor
numbers, including “trade visitors”,
but such data that is released by the
EICMA administration makes it
difficult to authenticate such claims.
Indeed, most exhibitors (Italian and
international) that IDN spoke with
last year thought that attendance
(trade and consumer) and, in
particular international trade
attendance, was down on 2015, and
that it has been steadily in decline at
EICMA for some years.
Certainly the many open spaces seen
in the halls in 2016 suggested that
the available exhibitor footprint had
continued to contract. 
Despite an initial attempt to add
another public day to the show, it
follows its usual schedule this year
of two press and (theoretically)
trade/preview days (November 7 &
8), followed by four public
attendance days (November 9
through 12).
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Italian registrations growing
as industry heads for Milan
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E
ven though the Euro 3 pre-registered inventory as at December
31st 2016 will have (mostly) been sold, earning valuable
income for dealers, it has been a disappointing year so far for
new motorcycle registrations in most of Europe.

As seen elsewhere in this edition of IDN, sales in Italy and France are doing
well (very well in the case of Italy), but even there the market performance
feels fragile. Despite the (theoretically) improving economic picture in most
of Europe (especially in the Euro currency zone), the outlook is no less certain
now than it was five years ago.
While many are pointing to the massively changing landscape in which
transport and leisure spend markets find themselves, there has always been
change. Indeed, the time to worry is when stability smells more like
stagnation.
Maybe the “lost decade” has meant that we have
double or triple “change impactors” crowding in
on us now, and whereas it is often quite difficult
to be able to actually identify the change that we
know is taking place about us, now the speed and
degree is so marked, the impacts so
revolutionary, that we are back in an equivalent
of the early days of the automotive and
motorcycle industries in terms of just how fast
and far the market is going to change.
In the past, or certainly in the second half of the
twentieth century, the reassuring foundation has
always been that regardless of what happened in
economic, socio-political or technological terms, people would still want to
feel the wind in their hair and burn those hydrocarbons.
But as Harley-Davidson CEO Matt Levatich so eloquently put it in his keynote
speech at AIMExpo in Columbus, Ohio, in September, it is no longer about the
hardware so much as being about the software, namely people and their
leisure choices, and that our real competition is the screen and its apps and
games – smartphone, the tablet, the games console. It actually matters not
which piece of digital hardware is top of the food chain at any one time, it is
the fact that that is the space where our future consumers live now.

So, the way forward has to be to marry the experience of the screen with
the experience of riding, and that is why initiatives and technology such
as rider communications, head-up-displays, V-2-V collision avoidance,

automatic gearboxes, infotainment systems, and the kind of tech
foreshadowed on concept projects such as BMW’s Vision Next 100 are so
important – “all of the excitement of today's bikes, but none of the danger,”
as one reviewer put it.
The purists will place a huge question mark over the “excitement” element
of that thinking, but there is no question that just as Boomers embraced the

e-start and oil-tight cases, so too the consumers of the future just won’t really
“get it” where trying to reconcile a considerable investment of hard-earned
cash into something that could just as readily kill as excite them is concerned.
In fact, speaking as a Boomer, I personally don’t think self-balancing tyres and
joined up thinking between suspension, tyres, steering, ABS and ECU can
come soon enough.
As to whether all this will be enough to tempt today’s youth market off the
couch, as Scott Wine, CEO of Polaris Industries, thought it could be in his
AIMExpo keynote remains to be seen. The X-Factor remains the experience,
and contrary to many OE marketing executives in the motorcycle industry, that
is not something that can be pre-packed and be just the swipe of a card away.
The ‘Millennials’ and ‘Gen Z’ (or ‘Centennials’) who will follow them into the

Malls and (hopefully) motorcycle dealerships of
the future will, just like the Boomers and all prior
generations, make up their own minds about
what is or is not “authentic” to them, their
aspirations and values.

Our job is actually a lot simpler than the BS
of  the  so -ca l l ed  “marke t ing
professionals” would have you believe

(yes, including many of you reading this inside
the market’s leading OEMs).
Find out what the consumer can be sold (not
what he or she wants - that is something
completely different and utterly misleading), and
then go and make the best product you can at

the best price/value equation possible. 
The art of capitalism, ever since people first discovered the profits to be had
from trading surpluses, has not been simply to meet demand, but to create
demand. It would appear that this fundamental defining characteristic of
selling is no longer understood by those climbing the greasy pole of their
marketing careers or those who teach them.
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STAT ZONE

According to the latest statistics
released by the motorcycle
industry trade association in
Poland (PZPM) a bad year is
getting even worse with the
number of new motorcycles
registered there in September
down by -48.08 percent (853
units) and are running down by 
-34.04 percent (12,763 units) for
the year-to-date. 
New moped registrations were
down by -19.21 percent in
September (1,926 units) and
down for 2017 so far by -4.00
percent (20,558 units). In overall
new PTW registration terms, the
Polish market was -31.02
percent in September (2,778
units) and is -14.93 percent YTD.
However, new model
registrations are only part of the
story where the Polish market is
concerned. Poland is an
important market for pre-owned
vehicles from elsewhere in
Europe, receiving their first
domestic Polish registration –
providing valuable service,
maintenance and PG&A income
for Poland’s franchised and
independent motorcycle shops
and the vendors they buy from.
However, used motorcycle sales
were also down in September,
by -16.84 percent (3,546 units),
and are -1.64 percent YTD
(49,632 units); used moped sales
were -15.65 percent in
September and are -11.23

percent YTD (7,917 units); total
used PTW sales were -43.16
percent in September (2,910
units) and overall, they are
running at -5.37 percent YTD
(56,191 units).
In total, overall new and used
motorcycle registrations
combined were -25.53 percent
in September (4,339 units) and
are -9.26 percent YTD (90,870
units); new and pre-owned
mopeds combined in Poland
were -18.30 percent in
September (2,647 units) and are

-6.13 percent YTD (28,475 units).
Total combined new and pre-
owned PTW registrations were
-22.97 percent in September
(7,046 units) and were -7.88
percent (83,824 units) in Poland
for the first nine months of
2017. The record of total new
and used PTW registrations in
Poland for a September was in
2011 when some 9,358
registrations were recorded;
2011 was the best year 
for the first nine months
(129,187 units).

The latest data released by the MCIA
(Motorcycle Industry Association) in
the UK shows new motorcycle
registrations down by -24.04 percent
(11,276 units) in September,
following a -18.54 percent (6,200
units) decline in August. On a year-
to-date basis the UK market is -15.38
percent (79,605 units YTD).
Moped sales were -16.22 percent in
September and are running at -20.16
percent year-to-date (5,256 units). In
total PTW terms, the UK was down 
-23.52 percent in September
(12,159 units in total; -17.95
percent/6,793 units in August) and
the UK market is running at -15.70
percent YTD (84,861 units).
‘Naked’ style bikes remain the most
popular in the UK (25,750 units YTD,
which is relative growth compared to
other styles of bikes at -9.4 percent
in a market that is down -15.38
percent overall), followed by

Adventure Sport models (15,357
units YTD, up by +0.5 percent). The
UK scooter market has seen sales
drop by -28.4 percent YTD (14.740
units) and the historically dominant
Supersport market is down -26.2
percent (8,062 units YTD). 

Honda was overall market share
leader in September (motorcycles
and scooters), having sold 2,845
units, followed by Yamaha (1,581)
and Triumph (1,005). The top-selling
motorcycle in the UK in September
was Honda’s CRF 1000 Africa Twin.

Polish new motorcycle registrations -48.08%
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STAT
FACTS
ITALY

Scooter sales so far in 2017 are up by
+4.56 percent at 104,935 units for the
first nine months, with Honda’s
SH125/150/300 variants taking a 
25 percent scooter market share
between them (26,299 units). 

The top-selling motorcycle is BMW’s all
conquering R 1200 GS (3,387 units
YTD), followed by Honda’s Africa Twin
(2,806 units), the Honda NC750 X
(2,210 units), Yamaha’s Tracer 900
(2,056 units) and Ducati’s 800 cc
Scrambler (2,043 units). 

Honda’s X-ADV 750 Enduro style
Scooter outsold their Africa Twin and is
second only to the R 1200 GS if
classed as a motorcycle, with 2,949
units sold in the first nine months 
of 2017.

JAPAN

Japanese made 250cc+ exports to
Europe in August +37.99% at 8,848
units, having been +36.05 % (11,589
units) in July.

+24.28% at 147,259 units so far in
2017 (to August).

Total PTW exports to Europe +20.40%
(157,425 units) in first eight months of
2017.

Motorcycle exports to USA +28.88%
at 18,004 units for first eight months
of year.

Worldwide PTW exports +12.05% for
the first eight months of the year
(310,856 units).

SWEDEN

Motorcycle sales -2.52% in September;
+10.32% for YTD (10,145 units).
Sweden was +8% in 2016 at 10,178
units for the year.

Mopeds +17.24% YTD (11,506 units).

FRANCE

Some 72% (80,369) of the motorcycles
sold in France for the period January to
August 2017 were of 250cc or greater.

The 1000 cc plus market was worth
25,127 units (22.5% of all 125cc+
motorcycle sales so far in 2017).

SWITZERLAND

Motorcycle sales +1.51 YTD 
(24,875 units).

Yamaha market share leader at 4,461
units; BMW 2nd with 4,093 units; 
H-D 3rd, 2,675 units.

MT-07 top selling motorcycle at 1,140
units; Z 650 2nd, 740 units; BMW F
700 GS 3rd, 715 units.

Total PTW -17.58% in month 9 (3,273
units); -1.05% YTD (41,178 units).



STAT ZONE

The latest statistics released by the
German motorcycle industry trade
association (IVM) show that
motorcycle registrations were down
by -3.40 percent in August (8,290
units), having been up by +5.82
percent in July (10,593 units), and are

running at -6.38 percent for the first
eight months of the year (85,821
units).
In total PTW registration terms,
August was down by -9.22 percent
(12,724 units), having been only
marginally down in July at -0.90

percent (15,304 units), with the first
eight months of 2017 at -10.49
percent (115,916 units).
As usual these days, BMW’s R 1200
GS continues its inexorable march
towards global domination, having
sold 7,035 units so far in 2017,
leaving Yamaha’s MT-07 to eat its
dust in second with 2,940 units sold,
followed by the Kawasaki Z 650
(2,244 units), Honda’s CRF 1000
‘Africa Twin’ (2,240 units) and
Kawasaki’s Z 900 (1,858 units).
With 7 models in the top 20 selling
list, it is again no surprise that BMW
is market share leader so far this year
in Germany, with 21,773 units sold
for an 18.78 percent increased
market share. Honda is second
(15,326 units sold for a 13.22
percent market share), with Yamaha
third (13,316 units sold for an 11.49
percent market share), followed by
KTM, Kawasaki, Piaggio, Harley-
Davidson, Ducati, Triumph and Suzuki
tenth.

According to the latest data
available from ANESDOR, the
motorcycle industry trade
association in Spain, new
motorcycle registrations were
down by -14.37 percent in
September (12,389 units),

having been -3.21 percent in
August (10,479 units), and are 
-8.03 percent for the first nine
months of 2017 (105,230 YTD).
Overall, total PTW registrations
in September were -11.07
percent (14,458 units), having

been marginally up at +0.28
percent in August, and are -5.01
percent for the YTD at 120,834
units in total.
In moped terms, September
was +14.44 percent (2,069
units sold) and are +21.93
percent for the year to date at
15,604 units. The growth is
largely due to the increases
seen in the ‘RAB Channel’
(Rent-a-Bike scheme
purchases), which was +34
percent in September and has
seen growth of +107.6 percent
in unit terms through August.
General Secretary of ANESDOR
Jose Maria Riano says that “the
six months of decline in new
motorcycle registrations that
we have now seen are due to
the lack of plans and measures
to encourage the acquisition of
new vehicles and the ongoing
impacts of the introduction of
the Euro 4 emissions
regulations on January 1.” The
average age of the motorcycle
fleet in Spain is one of the
oldest in Europe at 15.6 years.

Spanish motorcycle
registrations -8.03 percent 

Germany: -6.38 percent for
the first eight months
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STAT
FACTS
ACEM Stats

Highlights from
the latest data
from ACEM, the
Brussels based
international
trade association,
for the second
quarter and first
half year of 2017 …

Combined registrations of motorcycles
and mopeds in the EU (all PTWs –
Powered Two Wheelers) reached
682,008 units during the second
quarter of 2017, representing a
decrease of -3.0% compared to same
quarter of the previous year.

Italy was the best performing 
market with 137,483 units sold
(+5.9% compared to Q2 2016). 

Registrations also went up in 
France (134,036 units, +4.5%). 

This contrasts with the situation in
other large European markets such 
as Germany (102,929 units, -12.6%),
Spain (76,558 units, -5.3%) and the
UK (56,677 units, -14.1%).

In motorcycle terms, registrations of
motorcycles in the EU reached 
520,846 units during Q2 2017 
(-4.9% compared to Q2 2016). 

The Italian motorcycle market is
currently the largest in Europe with
124,913 units registered in Q2 2017
(+6.6% compared to the same 
quarter of the previous year). 

Motorcycle registrations also increased
in France (91,494 units, +2.6%), but
decreased in Germany (88,322 units, 
-12.3%), Spain (67,373 vehicles, 
-8.1%) and the UK (53,549 units, 
-13.4%).

Registrations of mopeds in the EU
increased by +3.66% (161,162 units),
led by strong growth in the two 
largest European markets - France
(42,542 units, +9%) and the
Netherlands (37,032 units, +8.4%).

Moped registrations declined in
Germany (14,067 units, -14.8%), but
remained stable in Poland (12,586
units, +0.5%) and Italy (12,570 units, 
-0.5%). 

Total registrations of electric mopeds,
motorcycles and quadricycles reached
13,089 units during Q2 2017, an
increase of +30.5% compared to 
Q2 2016 (10,576 units). 

A total of 10,204 electric mopeds and
1,995 electric motorcycles were
registered in Europe (+78.1% and
+23.5% respectively), whilst figures 
for electric quadricycles went down
from 3,232 in Q2 2016 to 1,610 units
in Q2 2017 (-50.2%).

www.acem.eu
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Norton Motorcycle and Chinese
manufacturer Zongshen have
entered into a 20 year Design
and Licence agreement over an
all new 650cc twin engine. 
Jointly engineered and
developed by Norton and
Ricardo for likely production
under the ‘Zongshen’ or
‘Cyclone’ brands, the Euro 4
compliant engine has been
specifically designed to the
requirements of Zongshen,
enabling the Chongqing, south-
central China based
manufacturer to meet current
and future emissions
regulations.
This is clearly an important deal
for both businesses. For
Zongshen it will enable them to
fast track through an expensive
and time-consuming
development phase and allow
them to continue their
phenomenal growth. 
Although the value of the deal
is to remain private, the initial
consideration paid to Norton is
described as being in the
“millions of dollars” with an
ongoing royalty on each engine

produced. The agreement is for
a 20-year term - last year
Zongshen produced around 4
million engines.
Norton CEO, Stuart Garner,
commented: “It’s a great
endorsement of our new 650cc
engine platform. 
“The commercialisation of our

IP is a key area for Norton and
we will be investing the
substantial revenue received
back into our skills, training and
engineering capability.”
Norton will continue to hand
make all its own Norton engines
in the UK at its Donington Hall
factory.

Piaggio says it consolidated its
European motorcycle and scooter
market share position in the first half
of 2017, with an overall market share
of 14.8% (the same as in the first half
of 2016), and 26.1% in the scooter
sector (26% in the year-earlier
period).
The Group says it maintained a
“particularly strong presence on the
North American scooter market, with
a share of 19.1%”, and that it is “also
committed to strengthening its
position in the motorcycle market in
North America.”
Vespa saw worldwide sales grow by
+9.3% from the first half of 2016, and
strengthened its presence on the
EMEA market, with net sales growth
of +16.4%, and in Asia with net sales
growth of +11.1%. “Performance
was also positive in high-wheel
scooters, where the Group reported
revenue growth at global level, largely
thanks to the new Liberty and to the
Beverly and Aprilia doing well in India,
thanks to the Aprilia SR 150 sports
scooter.”
In motorcycle terms Piaggio saw sales

growth for the Aprilia brand,
“generated in particular by the naked
models of the Tuono family and the
excellent response to the new
Supersports model RSV4 1000, which
achieved an increase of more than
20% in part as a result of the strong
return in terms of performance and

image from Aprilia's participation in
the world MotoGP championship. 
“In the second half of the year, Aprilia
will also benefit from sales of the new
Aprilia Shiver 900 and Dorsoduro 900,
launched on the market in June
2017”.
Revenue increased at Moto Guzzi,
“driven specifically by the California
range and the V7 motorbikes, whose
fiftieth anniversary this year has been

marked with an ad hoc model”.
In overall corporate terms, compared
with the first half of 2016, Piaggio says
their Group performance in the first
half of 2017 was “positive, with a
strong improvement and a reduction
in debt”. Group consolidated net sales
in the first half of 2017 totalled 725.3
million euro, an improvement of
+2.7% from 706.5 million euro.

The company says it sold 280,700
vehicles in total, of all kinds,
worldwide, an increase of +1.4% from
276,700 in the year-earlier period.
Sales growth in the EMEA and the
Americas areas (+5.8%) more than
compensated for the decreases
reported in India (-2.2% due to slower
sales of commercial vehicles). 
Of those, 202,100 were two-wheelers,
up by +11% from 182,100 for the first
half of 2016, generating net sales of
541.7 million euro, up +6.8%.

Norton ‘Design & Licence’
deal with Zongshen 

Piaggio “positive” first half 
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Founded in 1996 in Canada by MX
racer turned powersports dealer Milt
Reimer, the fast growing FXR apparel
range is imported into Europe by
specialist off-road distributor TMV
(Techno Motor Veghel) in the
Netherlands.
Their 2018 MX gear range features
jerseys, pants, gloves, helmets, boots
and goggles. Three ranges are offered:
the ‘MISSION’ collection, the ‘CLUTCH
Prime’ collection, FXR’s entry level
programme, and the ‘REVO’ line (seen
here), their top-of-the range premium
gear programme, described as “putting
the rider first, with a focus on
ergonomic fit and ultra-light weight
performance.”

The REVO off-road line “takes our
industry-leading fit and performance
and brings it into the off-road market,
using our tested lightweight
performance fabrics with an ultra-
clean design”. The REVO jersey is a slim
fit, lightweight polyester-spandex
mesh “for superior air flow and
comfort, along with proprietary
moisture-wicking yarns that provide
quick-dry performance.”
The REVO pants use the same tailored
approach, with innovative 4-way
stretch poly/span lightweight fabric
thigh panels and 600D fabric leg
construction. “This gives even the most
demanding riders the benefits of ultra-
light weight and durability all in one.” 

The ‘MISSION’ line is FXR’s mid-level
gear line – “with a focus on
performance fit and durability”, while
the entry level ‘CLUTCH Prime’
collection is designed “with

performance and value in mind.”
Reimer says that “from the get go, our
vision was to provide MX and
motocross riders with premium high-
performance gear. Whether you are on
the podium at the X-games or a
weekend warrior, FXR has the gear that
will help you perform at your best.”
www.tmv.nl

REVO
off-road

REVO

Ducati sales flat, Scrambler sales -9.7%
For the first half of 2017 (to June
30) parent company Audi
reported Ducati worldwide sales
as +0.1% at 34,854 units.
Sales of Hypermotard and
Multistrada models were up
+7.5% (9,457 units), with their
Supersport and Superbike
models up by + 27.2% at 5,971
units for the first half of 2017.
However, sales of Scramblers
were down by -9.7% at 8,674
units, with sales of Ducati’s
“naked/cruiser” market models
(Monster, Diavel, Streetfighter)
down by - 8.1% for the first six
months of 2017 (10,752 units).
Perhaps partly explaining the
view that was emerging in July
(as the first bids for Ducati were
received by VW’s advisors
Evercore), namely that the
asking price being sought for
Ducati was too high, total

revenue for the first six months
of the year was -5.6% down at
459m euro (down from 486m in
the first six months of 2016),
with Ducati operating profit way
off at 38m euro (from 58m euro
in 2016 (-4.5 percent); operating
margin was 8.2 percent, down
from 11.9% last year.
On a worldwide basis, total
Ducati production fell by -12.2%
to 37,870 units in the first half of
2017 (from 43,114 units in the
first half of 2016), however, Audi
say much of this was due to
year-on-year model introduction
timing variances and that the
company saw production
increase in the second quarter
of 2017 to something like the
Q2 levels seen in 2016, with
profitability and margins
recovering accordingly.
Audi say 32,981 Ducatis were

made at the Bologna
headquarters factory, 4,369
units being assembled at its
Thailand facility, and some 520
CKD kits being assembled in
Brazil. 
Sales in Ducati’s Italian home
market saw a “strong rise in

deliveries, and we were also able
to hand over more motorcycles
than in the previous year to
Ducati customers in the United
States. In Germany, by contrast,
the number of bikes delivered
declined in line with the overall
market”.

Ducati made 32,981 units in Bologna in the first half of 2017

TMV distributes Canadian
FXR MX gear

http://www.cross-center.com
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SBS unveils updated branding
New graphics are among the brand
initiatives SBS will unveil at EICMA as
the latest stage in an ongoing process
of updating brand definition.
The famous red SBS logo remains
unchanged but new, primarily yellow
packaging, “will present a global
brand platform as part of our increased
global focus – one of many new
initiatives,” says SBS Friction Chief
Sales Officer Christel Munk Pedersen.
The Danish motorcycle and scooter
brake pad manufacturer has seen
steady growth throughout the past
five years, with new markets outside
Europe developed, new product
groups under implementation, and a
foothold as a supplier to the OE
motorcycle business.
“This growth and development calls
for a redefinition of the SBS brand and
its visual appearance,” said Pedersen.
“Our SBS brand platform and visual
looks have not been changed for
around ten years. We realised that it
did no longer corresponded to the
company we are today and the
direction we want to go,” she
explained.
“We spent a lot of time analysing and
re-defining our values in relation to the
direction we have started to take in

developing our company, and how we
want to be perceived in the market.
Among other things, we expressed this
in a new visual profile and with new
basic pay-offs to underline our offer to
the industry, both in terms of our
professional business partners as well
as the riders who depend on the
legendary SBS quality. 
With the new brand platform, SBS
Friction will introduce a lot of other
new initiatives. As a direct follow-up,
the packaging design will be changed,
new communication tools, including a
new website, will be launched, and for
certain regions a web shop will be part
of the new platform. Specifically for

EICMA, the change has resulted in a
new booth. 
“We are developing the business
significantly,” Pedersen went on to
say. “This year we have introduced two
new brake pad compounds - a new
sinter compound for the newest high-
end sport bikes featuring modern
motorcycle technology, and a special
dual carbon compound for the classic
road racing enthusiasts.”
A special focus area is “green” brake
pads. “All over the world we see
initiatives to limit the use of different
materials, especially heavy metals. SBS
is in front with development projects
that meet these requirements.”

Also new this year, SBS has introduced
new product groups – not least by
entering the notoriously competitive
brake disc market. “We are mainly a
brake pad manufacturer, but by adding
related product groups to our offer, we
ensure our customers have a full brake
package from one of the market’s
strongest brands.
“At EICMA we will show a full range
of brake discs for street and off-road
including a contour design disc
developed especially for SBS, as well as
accessory parts such as brake pins and
shims.”

www.sbs-friction.dk

EXHIBITOR
Hall 22
S/08

SBS presents a new brand platform at EICMA, one with
a “more modern and dynamic look.” The company will
also be giving an expo debut to their entry into new
product groups, including brake discs and accessory

parts, such as brake pins 

http://www.bultaco.com
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Fifth WMX world title for Kiara Fontanesi
It has been another big season for 23-
year old Italian rider Kiara Fontanesi,
and for her sponsors – not least UFO
Plast, PBR Sprockets and Vertex Pistons.
Having won the WMX FIM World
Championship title for four straight
years from 2012 to 2015,
Kiara added a fifth title
this year on board her
Yamaha in a final race
season finale after a
series of high drama, with
four riders eventually
separated by just a few points.
In terrible muddy conditions at the final
race (the Grand Prix of Pays de

Montbeliard at the Villars sous Ecot
track in France), Kiara sealed her
position as the most successful female
motocross athlete in the history of the
sport, winning the championship by
one point ahead of Livia Lancelot and
two points ahead of Courtney Duncan
and Nancy Van De Ven.
“This season was very
chal lenging and
especially this last race,”
said Kiara Fontanesi after
the win, “because riding
for the world title with so
much mud was really
difficult. I tried hard and bring the race
to the end, and even if I got only one
point distance, I did it. Unfortunately,

our World Championship has only six
races, and it is difficult to make a
consistent point difference, so four
riders arrived at the end separated only
by five lengths.”
For PBR, who provided her front and

rear sprockets and
Japanese EK chains, it
has been a golden year
with the Italian and world
championships won as a
result of a partnership
that has lasted for years.

“Thanks to the availability of the PBR
engineers at the beginning of the
season we had been able to try a

number of different sprocket measures
that gave me benefits in certain tracks
and in different situations,” Kiara said.
“I am delighted with how their
products have performed and with the
back-up and support that PBR have
given me. I always felt like part of their
family.”

For Vertex Pistons this is
the latest in a long and
proud heritage of race
success. Kiara spoke
about the Vertex Piston
contribution, affirming
how it was crucial

because it strongly contributed to the
competitiveness of her YZ250F. “The
Vertex pistons were a great help,

because when we mounted them, we
had some important improvements in
performance: power had a considerable
increase from the middle up rpm range,
and it remained reliable all season.
Whenever I needed that edge it was
there - we never encountered any
problems.”
Brand new this year, and winner of an
IDN ‘Hot 100’ new product award for
2017, this was a first world title for the
UFO Plast ‘Diamond’ helmet – so
named because the shell shape
resembles a diamond and is made with
a high percentage of carbon (60
percent) mixed with Aramid fibres for
high strength and light weight.
“I immediately liked the ‘Diamond’
helmet for its aesthetics,” Kiara
commented, “but I liked the fit and the
comfort too. It’s perfect,
and also the opaque
black graphics we’ve
chosen in my opinion are
beautiful for the new
helmet shell. We made a
great step forward.”
And she’s not the only one to make a
great step forward – UFO Plast have
played their “A-Game” with their
‘Diamond’ helmet with features that
include stiffening ribs to optimise shock
absorption and impact energy
dissipation; a Rotation Impact
Absorbing System (RIAS); a main inner
shell in high density EPS that has a very

compact, rigid outer surface (in contact
with the outer shell) and inner surface
with large grooves that provide greater
airflow and differential impact force
dissipation, with the inner oscillating

shell consisting of low
density polypropylene
foam (PPE) to provide
gradual absorption
designed to rotate inside
the helmet, working in
conjunction with the

main inner shell. This system enables
multi-directional sliding that also
dissipates the energy associated with
rotational acceleration, to improve
protection in case of rotational impact.

www.ufoplast.it
www.vertexpistons.com
www.pbr.it
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http://www.omniaracing.it


http://www.designengieering.com
http://www.barkbusters.net
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http://www.airoh.com


AIMExpo’s Columbus, Ohio, debut
a success with Harley and Polaris
CEOs pointing to need to work
together to promote motorcycle
ownership to new generations as
MIC unveils new ‘Ride’ initiative …

T
he fifth annual MIC (Motorcycle
Industry Council) AIMExpo made a
promising debut at Columbus, Ohio, in
September, after four years at

Orlando, Florida, with some 500 or so
exhibitors from all sectors of the motorcycle
and wider powersports industry being
generally satisfied with the attendance, even
if nobody there ‘was able to pull up trees’ in
business-done terms.
The show had the backing of most of the top selling
OEs in America, and many of those who wish to
become so, and the choice of venue was especially
popular with the V-twin parts and accessory industry
in the United States – a market that was boosted by
the participation of both Indian Motorcycle and Harley-
Davidson for the first time.
There were more new product offerings on show than
IDN had expected to see, especially given the pressure
that new product development budgets are coming
under in a U.S. market best described as “soft” in new
model registration and parts and accessory sales terms.
However, that may also be a timing consideration.

Although common sense dictates that the fall is the
most logical timing for a market whose distributor
inventory decisions and catalogue cycles place a
premium on being ready early, the domestic U.S. parts
and accessory industry has not always been one where
common sense has been King. 
The parts, accessory and apparel industry in America
has always been geared towards launching new
products in January and February, which is historically
peak season for trade shows closer to peak cash cycle,
and with the three leading importer/distributors now
focussing their own events at that time and placing
vendor expo budgets under ever increasing pressure in
a declining market, achieving the worthy objective of
bringing the aftermarket more in line with OE new
model cycles may continue to be a challenge, especially
as logistics and dealer inventories continue to be
shaped by increasing online ordering.
The mid-western United States has always been the V-
twin heartland of the American motorcycle industry,
and although the organisers have confirmed a return
to Columbus in September 2019 after a year in Las
Vegas (October 11-14) in 2018, many V-twin-specific
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Akrapovic: Recent new products from the
Slovenian manufacturer include titanium full
systems or slip-ons for the CBR1000RR, GSX-R
1000R, YZF-R6, CRF450R; www.akrapovic.com

Falco Motorcycle Boots: Distributed in the
USA by Pacific Powersports, new lines this
year include the ‘Ranger’ urban vintage boot
and new CE approved ‘Jackal Air’ riding shoe,
featuring a “Micro-Synth” perforated upper
combined with D30 shock-absorbing ankle
inserts and low-profile rubber outsole;
www.giannifalco.com

Design Engineering Inc: Recent new
products from the Avon Lake, Ohio based
thermal and acoustic barrier specialist include
‘Titanium’ exhaust wrap in a sleeve and
Generation III exhaust heat shields;
www.deipowersports.com

Heidenau Tires: Distributed in the USA by
Moto Amore (John Bettencourt), the company
was founded in 1946 and started to make
tyres in 1952, exclusively producing two-
wheeler tyres under the Pneumant brand from
1959. Production of Pneumant finished in
1993, with Reifenwerk Heidenau GmbH & Co.
KG established with a focus on the production
of two-wheeler, kart and special purpose tyres
that continues to this day with a range of 550
designs for most applications;
www.reifenwerk-heidenau.de

Kappa: Recent new products include the KV29
Philadelphia jet helmet, KV30 full face “enduro
style” helmet, kit for Yamaha Tracer 700, ‘Black
Line’ cases for Honda’s CRF 1000 ‘Africa Twin’ and
luggage and accessories kits for current top
sellers, including Yamaha’s ‘Tracer’ 700;
www.kappamoto.com

Nitron Racing: The British shock absorber
and front suspension cartridge manufacturer
recently added the Ducati Scrambler to its list
of Tri-Valve technology front suspension
upgrade options and released adjustable
shocks for Yamaha’s equally popular MT-10.
Founded in 1998 and headquartered in
England’s famed ‘Motorsport Valley’, Nitron
use nitrogen gas to keep the damper fluid
under pressure for performance that is far
more temperature stable and feel that is more
consistent for longer under heavy or
prolonged use. Nitron shocks feature a full
range of adjustable features from rebound
damping to fully adjustable independent
high/low speed compression – with a far
wider and more linear range of adjustment
than the OE units they replace. The company
use 14 or 16 mm induction-hardened, super
polished piston rods, a progressive cellular
bump stop, Teflon lined “Ultimate Low
Friction” spherical bearings and a
“FLEXaLIGHT” coated silicone steel spring;
www.nitron.co.uk

exhibitors were concerned that momentum could be
lost without a firm long-term commitment to the
Midwest.
The ‘metric’, and especially the off-road and
ATV/UTV/SxS (side-by-side vehicle) markets in the U.S.,
will view Las Vegas favourably however, and the hope
is that the show will have an opportunity to exploit the
attendance of OE dealers should they decide to start
co-locating their annual dealer conventions with

AIMExpo. Whilst that would have been an anathema
to the OE community in years past, through the MIC
they now, effectively speaking, own the show, and
doing so would be in keeping with the new spirit of
working together for the long-term greater good.
Regardless of where the MIC decides to host AIMExpo
after 2019, the organisers have acknowledged that
they need to continue to work on the attendance. The

16 INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017

MIC’s Tim Buche revealed the new RiDE
initiative, a broad industry programme to
offer an impactful first-ride experience in a
partnership with Feld Entertainment that
will see first experiences offered at 11
Monster Jam Truck events in 2018



Polisport: The off-road plastic parts specialist
has announced a deal to make Preston Petty
Products at their injection moulding facilities
in Portugal and distribute them through their
worldwide network of importers. Preston
Petty was a legendary 1950s/1960s off-road
racer and AMD Hall of Fame Inductee (1999)
who started his own moulded plastic parts
business in the late 1960s. A decade later he
sold it to Scott, but the brand and product line
disappeared quite soon after, when Scott went
bankrupt. With Preston Petty’s consent,
current brand owner Paul Stannard acquired
the rights to the lapsed brand name, and in
2010 brought back a Preston Petty Products
line of MX fenders, using an injection
moulding company in Italy. Now with the
backing and collaboration of Polisport, who
bring distribution as well as plastics
manufacturing technology to the partnership,
with Polisport’s production quality, maybe the
Preston Petty Product line will emerge again
as the “go-to” for seemingly indestructible
MX fenders and more. For now, the brand’s
range will comprise two front fenders (MX
front fender; Muder front fender), two rear
fenders (IT rear fender; MX rear fender –
already developed and produced by Polisport),
number plates and headlights (halogen and
LED units). New products for the growing
vintage off-road market will be added soon;
www.polisport.com

two-day trade, followed by two public/trade weekend
days, is largely popular with exhibitors and certainly
marks a radical new formula for American shows.
When the event was first announced in 2012 (2013
was the first year for the show), the organisers (former
MIC man Larry Little and show veteran Mike Webster)
said they wanted to bring the “European style” of joint
industry and consumer expo attendance to the United
States show scene for the first time.
While the overall objective does appear to be working,
with dealer and consumer attendances appearing to
grow or at least hold steady each year, many exhibitors
were suggesting that another day could be lopped off
the four days (it was originally five days), with one trade
day being sufficient, based on current dealer

attendance.
That may well be true, but it misses the point. As is the
case internationally, securing dealer attendances at
shows is a notoriously challenging ambition, not least
in the United States and especially so, as it happens,
the further west an event is being staged. The objective
of all involved, exhibitors and organisers alike, should
indeed be to work together, and in this instance work
at attracting show visitors of all kinds.
At five years, it is still early days for the show in
attendance terms. Many recall the heydays of the
Dealer Expo at Indianapolis and the V-Twin Expo at
Cincinnati (which has now announced that it has
closed its doors permanently) when the aisles were
packed and the organisers were citing (always
exaggerated) visitor numbers in excess of 10,000. The
truth is that the core dealer attendance at those shows
was never much more than a couple of thousand of
stores being represented at best, with the headline
numbers boosted by ‘fellow travellers’ from the shop
or friends of the owner and “best customers”.
It also has to be acknowledged that the number of retail
outlets that could benefit from attending a trade show
was a lot more a decade ago than it is now.
What is more, wherever such shows are staged in the

National Cycle: The well-known Maywood,
Illinois-based screen manufacturer celebrates
a significant milestone this year – the 80th
anniversary of founder Gordon Willey opening
the doors of ‘The Nation’s Cycle Center’ in
1937, the business that evolved and
successfully grew into the OE and aftermarket
manufacturer we know today. Still under the
family ownership of the founder’s
descendants, National Cycle is internationally
respected for the ZTechnik hardcoated
polycarbonate windshields, quick release
mount systems, multi-adjustable and tilting
windshields for UTVs and motorcycles, and
noted for its proprietary Quantum
Hardcoating technology and aeroacoustic
VStream windscreen designs;
www.nationalcycle.com,
www.ztechnik.com

Nexx Helmets: The Portuguese manufacturer’s
2018 line-up will be available for dealers in
November, and from the highlights teased so
far, it looks like Retro is their “new black”. As
part of the X.GARAGE Collection, there will be
the off-road, X.G 200 helmet, along with a
backpack, a facemask and a complete line of
off-road retro-inspired goggles. Also new for
the adventure segment is the new X.WED 2
helmet;  www.nexx-helmets.com

Mupo: Best known for their sportsbike shock
absorbers and front cartridge kits, the Italian
suspension specialist (part of the Roberto Nuti
Group since 2010) launched products for the
Harley aftermarket and V-twin/custom
applications in recent years, including
traditional and “piggy style” shock absorbers
in black or chrome and upside down front
forks for Harleys that give them a much-
broadened opportunity in the United States;
www.mupo.it

Brenta Brake Pads: Made in Italy by
Frenotecnica, the Brenta range includes ECE 
R-90 certified organic, sintered, sintered off-
road and ceramic brake pads, brake shoes and
automatic clutches for scooters;
www.brentafreni.it
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Scott Wine, CEO of Polaris, pointed to the
investment in technology as being the
pathway to develop products that will
speak to digital generations
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United States, the industry and consumer attendance
was always largely regional. In which respect,
Columbus has much to commend itself as a permanent
venue for the show. The organisers say that some 41%
of franchised and independent motorcycle dealers in
the United States are located within a 500 mile radius
of America’s 14th largest and still fast growing city, with
50% of the entire U.S. population also located within
a 500 mile radius.
Based on the results regularly seen when exhibitors and
dealers are researched about their trade show venue
preferences, the temptation to flirt with the western
and south-western markets must be strong for the
organisers. However, the further west you go in the
continental U.S., historically the less inclined motorcycle

dealers are to attend trade events.
Given the importance of the off-road motorcycle and
wider powersports sectors to the overall market in the
United States, and the fact that Adventure Tourers, ATV,
UTV and SxS sales are the only growing sectors
currently, it may well be that the OEs (who now largely
drive show policy), will want to cater to the south-west.
In which case, an alternate annual east/west cycle
makes sense -  maybe dropping anchor at Las Vegas
for the non-Columbus years (or perhaps, better still,
exploit the larger hinterland at Phoenix, Arizona). 
Either way, the date proximity to INTERMOT every other
year is a misjudgement. If AIMExpo wants to get serious

Ohlins: Having bought back 95 percent of the
ownership share from Yamaha in 2007, founder

Kenth Öhlin finally implemented a succession plan
a year ago that saw him hand over day-to-day
management of the suspension business he

started at the age of 25 years old in 1976. The
appointment of Henrik Johansson as CEO

guarantees continuity - Johansson having been
with the Swedish business for over 20 years, most

recently as Deputy CEO, with an emphasis on
strategic planning and management;

www.ohlins.com

GIVI: Recent new products from the Italian
luggage to helmets to windshields
manufacturer include their S410 universal
trolley base for their Monokey top cases,
luggage and accessories kits for bestselling
current models such as the Z1000SX, 50.5
‘Tridion’ thermoplastic I303S Bluetooth
intercom- ready sport touring full face helmet,
plus additions to their universal fit soft
luggage ranges, including the new Ultima-T
and Gravel-T (off-road) ranges; www.givi.it

Polini Motori: The U.S. powersports industry
isn’t normally regarded as a hotbed of scooter,
maxi- scooter and Vespa riding, but the
market there is so huge and so diverse that
there is room for all PTW tastes, and the
Italian replacement and performance parts
specialist does good business in a country
where reliable supplies of quality scooter
parts have always been an issue;
www.polini.com

Cardo Systems: Latest products from the ‘Scala
Rider’ bike communications and entertainment
systems specialist include the rugged Q-solo
Bluetooth communicator for solo riders, Freecom
4 and Packtalk DMC (Dynamic Mesh
Communication) based Bluetooth communication
systems; www.cardosystems.com

Pacific Powersports: Headed up by Brian
Cornelius, Pacific are the United States
importer and distributor of Italian designed
and manufactured Falco boots, spoke wheels
by Dutch specialist Haan, Australian designed
Zac Speed backpacks and, seen here, the
Australian designed Motoz specialty off-road
tyres programme - one of the fastest growing
and most respected specialty tyre lines in the
industry; www.pacificpowersports.info

Furygan: The Nimes, France based
manufacturer says that their in-house ‘Motion
Lab’ R&D facility uses state-of-the-art
equipment, identical to that of the official
certification laboratories, to replicate
approvals tests for abrasion, cut, tear,
perforation and ergonomics, allowing them to
meet or exceed all current regulatory
requirements; www.furygan.com
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Arrow Special Parts: The Italian exhaust
specialist sells its Arrow and Giannelli slip-on
and full system brands through Tim Calhoun’s
California based distribution partner
SpeedMob, who specialise in representing
European made parts, accessory and apparel
product lines in the USA; www.arrow.it,
www.speedmob.com

Matt Levatich, President and CEO of
Harley-Davidson, pointed to a future in
which “it’s all about the software not the
hardware, and the software is the
consumers whose world is defined by 
their screens”
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about attracting more European/international vendors
in those years, they need a date that places them
equidistant between INTERMOT and EICMA in the
years when both those shows are being staged, unless
the judgement is that proximity to OE dealer
convention timing outweighs international
considerations. In which case, I would suggest that the
OEs themselves need to finesse their own scheduling
if, after all, all parts of the industry are to work together
in perfect harmony.

Barnett Tool & Engineering: The leading
Californian clutch and cables specialist was
founded in 1948, and with Collen Barnett-Taylor
and her husband Mike Taylor at the helm, the
company is still owned and operated by the
founder’s family; www.barnettcables.com

Andreani Group: Distributed in the United
States by Fast Bike Industries, the Italian
suspension specialist’s fast-growing range of
Misano drop-in front cartridge kits and
advanced suspension workshop and tuning
products are making Andreani an increasingly
popular choice with dealers in the United
States; www.andreanigroup.com,
www.fastbikeindustries.com

K&N Engineering: Founded in the early
1960s and headquartered in some 
400,000 sq ft (approx. 40,000 sq m) at
Riverside, California, K&N Engineering is the
world's leading manufacturer of washable
performance air filters and air intake systems,
having invented the use of cotton as a
filtration media. The company sells air filters,
oil filters and air intakes in over 30 countries,
has additional facilities in the UK and the
Netherlands and back their OE replacement
air filters and air intake systems with a
market-leading Million Mile Limited Warranty
when used primarily on paved roads and on
the vehicles for which they were designed;
www.knfilters.com

Oxford Products: Founded in 1973, the leading British distributor and accessory own-brand owner
has had significant sales in the United States for many years. Selling dealer direct, popular lines
there include Oxford covers, security products, tools, luggage, heated grips and textile and leather
riding apparel. Additionally, Oxford Products USA is the exclusive distributor for Bull-It jeans;
www.oxford-products.com

Bike Alert: The Atlanta, Georgia based
subsidiary of the UK headquartered
distributor is best known in the USA for their
market-leading JT sprockets, their Hiflofiltro
premium oil filters and OE replacement and
dual-stage racing foam air filters;
www.bikealert.com

Beringer: The French brakes specialist’s
respected calipers and discs are sold in the USA

by Philippe Danh’s Gardena, California based Frog
Specialties. Founded in 1985, many consider

Beringer’s 6-piston radial calipers and Aerotec
master cylinders to be among the best in the

industry;  www.beringer-brakes.com

Samco Sport: With more than 25-years of
experience behind them, the UK based
manufacturer offers over 500 replacement
hose kits for motorcycles - “Samco Sport is
the brand trusted by Formula 1, World
Superbike and MX GP teams. Our hoses are
designed, tested and handcrafted from the
finest quality European silicone and
reinforcing fabrics. Distributed worldwide by
Racebikebitz; www.racebikebitz.com,
www.samco.co.uk Gas Gas/Torrot: Since being rescued from

their near death experience by Barcelona
based e-bike specialist Torrot, Catalan trails
and, increasingly, street and off-road bike
specialist Gas Gas has had the capital backing
needed to see new models launched and new
business opportunities explored;
www.gasgasmotos.es

Mitas: Now under the ownership of Swedish
Trelleborg, Mitas produces tyres for street and
off-road applications. Recent additions include
additions to their TERRA FORCE-R dual
purpose range with five new sizes. Designed
for Maxi Enduro and trail motorcycles, TERRA
FORCE-R tyres are built anticipating that the
majority of the miles they do will be on-road,
without compromising their performance on
light offroad surfaces; 
www.mitas-tyres.com
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SHAD: The Barcelona based luggage manufacturer is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year.
Founded and still owned by Jaume Xicola, and now operated by his son Jaume Xicola Jr, SHAD has
won multiple awards for their designs and respect for the quality of their manufacturing. In the 25
years since the business started with its original first 22 litre top case, more than 1,500 products
have been developed. “Design and innovation have been the main values for SHAD,” said Jaume
Xicola Jr. “With the development of new solutions for motorcycles and the registration of our own
patents, three in the last three years alone, we have constantly focussed on R&D, and that
commitment to design and technology was recognised this year with our international 2017 Red
Dot Award for the SH58X and SH59X ‘Expandable Concept’. In addition to its 28,000 sq m Barcelona
facility, where it employs some 190 personnel, the company has an extensive commercial network in
more than 70 countries on 5 continents. It currently offers over 500 fitting kits and also has two
production centres in China (Shanghai) and Indonesia (Jakarta), which allow it to give local supply
and support to the company’s international operations – over half of its sales are in Europe, but
Xicola says its Asian business is growing rapidly and that they sell in 80 countries in total. As well as
selling to the replacement and retro-fit aftermarket through their SHAD trademark, parent company
NAD SL is an OE supplier to many leading motorcycle manufacturers, including Yamaha, Honda,
BMW, KTM, Piaggio and Kymco; www.shad.es

Airsal: Earlier this year the Spanish small cc
motorcycle, scooter and moped engine,
cylinder, piston and engine heads
manufacturer launched a new range of off-
road cylinders for leading brands such as KTM,
Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, Kawasaki and Gas
Gas. Founded in 1986, Airsal manufactures
some 15,000 to 16,000 cylinders a month at
their 3,000 sqm Centelles, Barcelona facility
and export to more than 30 countries
worldwide. Made in aluminium with Scanimet
interior coating - an extremely hard, durable
and heat resistant, high performance nickel-
silicon carbide (carborundum) proprietary
technology – the new cylinder line “will
include a huge range of 250cc 4-stroke models
and 2-stroke options. We plan to be offering
more than 30 different off-road engine
cylinder options within the next 2-3 years,”
says Export Sales Manager Frank Gili;
www.airsal.com

Pro-X Racing Parts: Founded in 1975 the
company is now owned by Ohio based Race
Winning Brands (RWB) the Dutch performance
specialist offers OE replacement and
performance components such as pistons,
connecting rods, crankshafts, valves and air
filters – over 9,000 different part numbers in
total in more than 65 product groups,
exporting to more than 70 countries
worldwide; www.pro-x.com

Twisted Distributing: One of America’s
leading specialty importers/distributers, the
Peacedale, Rhode Island division of Twisted
Throttle is a leading Dual Sports and
Adventure Touring specialist importer,
providing U.S. distribution for leading
accessory brands such as British R&G crash
protection products, German SW-MOTECH
luggage, Denali Electronics lights, DrySpec dry
bag luggage, German made MRA
windshields/screens, Interphone Bluetooth
rider communication systems by Cellularline in
Italy, and the internationally respected
Australian designed and manufactured
Barkbusters line of handguards;
www.twistedthrottle.com

R&G: Distributed in the USA by Twisted
Throttle, the British crash protection
manufacturer says it is “the world’s #1 brand
for motorcycle crash protection, offering a
broad range of styling and protection
accessories to fit most modern bikes”;
www.rg-racing.com

Vesrah: The Japanese company is one of the
largest manufacturers of OE fitment and OE

replacement brake pads in the world;
www.vesrah.com
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UFO Plast: Founded in 1977, Italy’s leading
motocross apparel and accessories specialist
says it is now the largest manufacturer of
OEM replacement plastic parts in the world.
Sold in the United States by Illinois based TUF
Racing; www.ufoplast.it

SBS: The big news this year from the leading
Danish brake pad manufacturer concerned
their entry in to the brake disc market. Chief
Sales Officer Christel Munk Pedersen said:
“These new discs are made here in Europe
with designs that are based on our extensive
race and street knowhow and experience.”
The programme comprises three lines - a
Standard range, which meets the demands for
OEM replacements that offer durable and
comfortable braking; the SBS Signature discs –
specifically designed to increase brake feel,
performance, comfort and looks; and an
oversized discs line especially for off-road use.
“We have been in braking for more than 50
years and offer the most comprehensive brake
pad range in the market. By adding brake
discs as well as brake shoes and accessory
parts such as brake pins, we are now able to
offer a very strong and attractive product
portfolio, underlining our status as the brake
specialist; www.sbs-friction.dk

Puig Hi-Tech Parts: Five years on from the
opening of their North American headquarters
and warehouse at Orlando, Florida, the
Barcelona based ‘Motoplastic’ parts and
accessory manufacturer continues to see sales
grow with exports to more than 60 countries
worldwide. Their “Virtual Wind Tunnel”
developed screens and windshields
programmes are driving sales, with
aerodynamically and ergonomically correct
designs available for most popular makes and
models. Their latest product news includes the
GT and F1 and mirrors - “a balance between
simplicity and dynamism”, offering “low
weight and high modularity due to 30 mm
extension and three axis of rotation. CNC-
machined from billet aluminium, they are
available in anodised finishes;www.puig.tv

Rinaldi: Founded in 1969 - Brazilian Street,
MX, Enduro, Dual Sport, Scooter and Moped
tyre manufacturer; www.rinaldi.com.br

RST: British Street and Spoprtsbike apparel
brand; www.rst-leathers.com

TecMate: Manufacturer of the market leading
OptiMate programme of battery chargers,
diagnostic and maintenance systems for AGM,
GEL, and standard lead acid batteries and are
leading the crusade to educate the market
about the advantages and safe and proper use
and maintenance of lithium (LiFePo4) batteries
for powersports applications;
www.tecmate.com

Rekluse Motor Sports: Founded in 2002 by
serial entrepreneur, investor and tech
specialist Al Youngwerth. the Boise, Idaho
based clutch manufacturer enjoys
considerable success in Europe through
distribution partners such as Hoco Parts
(Benelux), Innteck (Italy), CI Sport (UK) and
ExtraCross (Germany). Though their roots are
in the off-road market, Rekluse makes manual
and automatic clutches, kits and components
for most sectors of the industry;
www.rekluse.com

SENA Technologies: Recent new products
from the rider communications specialist
include their FreeWire Bluetooth 4.1 adapter
and ‘Cavalry’ half helmet with integrated
Bluetooth; www.sena.com

Woessner Pistons: Germany’s “finest
aftermarket forged piston and rod
manufacturer offers the highest quality forged
pistons and rods for off-road, ATV, UTV, PWC,
Snowmobile and motorcycle engines.
Woessner brings German precision and
engineering to every piston and rod we
manufacture”; www.wossnerpistons.com

SW-MOTECH: Distributed in the United States
by Twisted Throttle, recent new products from
the Rauschenberg, Germany based
manufacturer include their retro styled
‘Legend Gear’ luggage line for cruisers,
additions to their TRAX ADV case system,
luggage and protection options for the Ducati
Scrambler and accessories for BMW’s
R1200GS; www.sw-motech.com



http://www.ufoplast.com
http://www.barnettclutches.com


A
lthough their origins are in drum
brake lining manufacturing in Italy,
the company the motorcycle
industry knows today as Industrias

Galfer S.A. was formed in Spain in 1952 as a
result of owner Maffio Milesi’s prior
collaborations in Italy with Fiat.

Fiat had been chosen by the Spanish government as
the development partner and minority shareholder
for SEAT, the car company established by the Spanish
government as a project to kick-start the domestic
Spanish automotive market, with the ambition of
having as much component manufacturing as
possible taking place in Spain.

Initially supplying SEAT with drum brake linings and
clutch discs, the company also made brake linings for
tractors, trucks and heavy equipment made in Spain
by Pegaso. The company went on to develop COBALT
high-performance brake linings for race and top-end
automotive applications, with its fist drum brake
linings for motorcycles made for Spanish

INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017 23

Umberto Milesi - General Manager Sandra Rossell - Export Sales Valerio Pastorino (left), Ivo Bristot - Sales Managers



manufacturer Sanglas (1942 – 1981, best known for
BSA Bantam and DKW/BMW hybrids).
Its reputation as a manufacturer of top-end brake
products was further enhanced with their HP high-
performance brake linings programme in the 1960s,
and the success of the SEAT 124 saw Galfer enter the
1970s as one of Europe’s automotive brake drum
lining majors in volume terms. 
Galfer was among the first, if not THE first
manufacturer, to start using high-strength, heat
resistant Aramid fibres to replace asbestos, with their
HP6/2 brake linings being their first asbestos-free
brake lining in the early 1980s, followed by the
introduction of their first brake pads, made for
Barcelona based MotoTrans.
MotoTrans built motorcycles between 1957 and
1983, when it was bought by Yamaha. The best
known MotoTrans models were 4-stroke 340cc
28bhp Ducati ‘bevel’ engined singles – the most
successful being the Vento 350, which was the very
last motorcycle to be built with the Ducati ‘bevel’

Road TRip
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BRAKE PAD PRODUCTION

• Galfer mix from a wide range of chemical components and fibres, resins, graphite, ceramics 
and other metallic compounds – more than 10 metals for their sintered pads and up to 20 
components for their semi-metallic formulations.

• The powder mixes are compacted into model-specific moulds under pressure in cool 
conditions; sintered formulations require more pressure than semi-metallic, and the factory 
has presses that can apply up to 200 tonnes of pressure.

• For the semi-metallic pads, proprietary adhesives are applied to the perforated backing 
plates and bonded using researched combinations of pressure, heat and time, depending on 
the compound. For sintered pads, the backing plates have a layer of copper to help fuse the 
plate and the pad together under extreme temperatures. The process uses nitrogen and 
hydrogen to avoid oxidation.

• The formulations determine the two different colour paints used to 
further prevent oxidation.

• The final stage is to grind the pad to its correct thickness, making the surface and depth of 
the pad perfectly even. The final surface ensures the correct contact between the pad and the 
disc and gives increased braking power and reduced initial noise.



engine and stayed in production under licence until
1983, long after Ducati ceased production of the
engine for their own or any other manufacturer’s use
in 1974.
Galfer continued to reduce the use of asbestos for
brake components, eliminating it entirely in the early
1990s, and the 1990s also saw the company
establish Galfer USA in California and introduce its
first catalogue of disc brake pads for motorcycles,
containing 45 products in two brake pad composite
formulas (Gold and Silver).
The 1990s also saw Galfer produce their first cast iron
brake discs, quickly followed by stainless steel discs
and the registering of their patent for their Disc Wave
design in Europe and the USA. The growth of their
motorcycle product lines led to the establishment of
CMM Motocomponentes, S.L., to distribute
motorcycle products in Spain, and by the 2000s the
company formed GALFER Auto, S.L. to manage their
car products in Spain and completed the new 6,000
sq m (65,000 sq ft) factory they presently occupy at

Road TRip
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Galfer laser-cut their disc blanks from high carbon content stainless steel sheets with a cut-
light that is refrigerated with liquid nitrogen. Galfer can and still do stamp some thicker
disc applications requiring large production runs. A tempering process is applied to the steel
braking tracks and inners for hardness and elasticity. All the tracks and inner carriers are
anti-corrosion cataphoretic coated for durability and finish.

Parts requiring additional machining for grooves or holes are milled in-house. The precision
parts are assembled producing contact-free tracks and inners. Both sides are ground using
traditional large wheel grinders that ensure a perfectly even surface finish with a magnetic
cylinder removing paint or steel residues.  

DISCS



Granollers, near the Montmelo Circuit de Barcelona-
Catalunya.
Galfer then started to develop sintered metal
compounds for disc brake pads, and some six years
ago created an all new production process for their
2nd generation of sintered metal brake pads with the
implementation of their ISO/TS 16649 quality system.
Galfer currently employs some 60 plus people and
outside of Spain sells to some 50 different countries
through a network of over 70 importers/distributors.
Galfer’s brake pad range features three primary
ranges – Semi Metal, Sinter Street and Sinter Sport –
with applications and formulations for hundreds of
models across six primary applications for street
bikes, sportbikes, off-roaders, trials bikes, tourers and
cruisers – with more than 2,000 pad and disc part
numbers for nearly 7,000 different models.
The principal differences between Galfer’s semi-
metallic and sintered compounds are temperature,
durability, noise, modularity and resistance to dirt and
mud.
Brake pad operating temperatures are determined by
the total weight and speed of the vehicle and the
braking force applied. At up to 250 degrees
Centigrade, Galfer says their semi-metallics work
better than their sintered compounds but, as with all
such pads, the organics in the compounds mean they
are softer and therefore less durable than sintered –
although they create less wear on the disc.

Galfer say their semi-metallic compounds are entirely
noise free, whereas sintered pads can produce noise
in cool or humid conditions. The company says that
the modularity (feel/response) delivered by semi-
metallics is greater than the more abrupt braking
cycle triggered by sintered pads, but that in conditions
of extreme dirt and mud, harder sintered pads are
more durable.

INDUSTRIAS GALFER S.A.
Barcelona, SPAIN
Tel: +34 93 5689 090
info@galfer.es
www.galfer.eu

road trip

26 INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2017

Five or ten out of every 200 pads are taken from
each batch for quality control, involving a
shearing test to measure the strength of the
union between the pad and the backing plate; the
thickness of the pad is measured at six different
points on the pad surface; the density of the pad
is measured in order to ensure they will meet
Galfer’s durability requirements

Galfer discs are subjected to a 5-stage quality
control process for flatness (using a precision
surface marble table), thickness (measured at 12
different points of the disc surface), external
diameter, hardness of the steel and brake track
surface rugosity (smoothness – to make sure the
disc will meet Galfer’s application-specific friction
requirements)

Alejandro Dominguez 
Research and Development Manager
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Silkolene ‘Classic’ relaunch and two
new XP grades
FUCHS Silkolene is “evoking memories of the
past” by relaunching its ‘Classic’ range in a brand
new 4 litre metal container, complemented with
an authentic label design dating back to the
origins of the world famous Silkolene name - “a
strong salute to its roots.”
The new look ‘Classics’, which feature some
original names relating to the Derbyshire
countryside where they were developed, include
the addition of Silkolene Pro 4 5W-40-XP and Pro
4 10W-50-XP in response to the “increased
demand for these grades in modern motorcycles.”
These products have previously only been
available in the manufacturer’s PRO 4 Plus range.
“The new 5W-40 and 10W-50 blends now carry
Silkolene’s latest and market leading XP
technology additive pack.”
The existing PRO 4 PLUS viscosities have been
moved across to FUCHS Silkolene’s racing
application range. “These sit alongside the

exclusive Pro R 0W-20 grade, which is in high
demand from teams in the British Superbike
Championship, WSBK and Moto GP.”

FUCHS LUBRICANTS (UK) PLC
Stoke-on-Trent, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1782 203 700
www.silkolene.com

As successor to their best-selling ‘Ohio’ gloves, Orina’s new
‘Legend’ touring leather gloves are lightweight and “offer a
number of improvements over their predecessor: the leather
is now even more robust and comfortable, the foam padding
on the knuckles is supplemented by a Carbolex protector on
the palm side, and the index finger and thumb now include
conductive material, which allows the wearer to operate most
modern devices with touch screens.”
‘Legend’ gloves are CE certified in accordance with EN13594
and satisfy the European safety regulations for motorcycle
gloves.

ORINA BW GmbH
Eschweiler, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)2403 99960
export@orina.de
www.orina.de
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Yamaha clutch spring
conversion kits
Californian clutch specialist Barnett’s coil spring conversion kits
include a CNC precision-machined billet aluminium pressure
plate and six heavy duty coil springs to replace the stock
diaphragm spring and pressure plate on select Yamaha models. 
These spring conversion kits “provide a more progressive,
controllable clutch engagement compared to the OE
diaphragm spring. Multiple spring pressure options make them
ideal for stock to high performance applications. 
“Installation is ‘bolt-on’ with no modifications required…it
simply replaces the stock pressure plate/spring assembly. For
maximum performance, install a set of Barnett clutch plates
with the spring conversion kit.”
Barnett spring conversion kits are available for the Yamaha V-
Max (thru ’07), Royal Star, Road Star, XVS1100 V-Star, ‘86-‘98
XV1100 Virago, FJ1100/1200, XJR1200/1300, FJR1300,
XTZ12 Super Tenere, XV19 Raider/Roadliner/Stratoliner

(through ‘12), YZFR1 (through ’03), MT-01 and YXZ1000R SXS. 

BARNETT CLUTCHES & CABLES
Ventura, California, USA
Tel: 805 642 9435
info@barnettcables.com
www.barnettcables.com

‘Legend’ classic leather gloves
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Italian suspension specialist Andreani’s DB4 test
bench is now ready to ship and is a major step forward
from the DB3 that Giuseppe Andreani introduced
eight years ago.
“We have rebuilt the entire concept,” Giuseppe says.
“The new DB4 is an evolution of our previous
experience with our DB3, which was for the last eight
years one of our best suspension machines. Our
engineers have developed new software and
hardware, with the software marking the revolution.
“We focused on precision, ease of reading, managing
and comparing data. This is giving the suspension
technicians the final tool to develop and test material, and my technicians, together with the engineers,

worked on a professional and problem-free software
and hardware.”
This new suspension dynamometer features
optimised design, engineering and software. The 4kW
powerful motor, the load cell that allows reading up
to 5.000 Newton force, the 800 mm side rods and
the simple and versatile software are all said to make
the DB4 “easy to use, but very accurate”. 
“The process is very simple: turn on the dynamometer,
adjust the stroke you need according to the
suspension that has to be measured (it is adjustable
from 20 to 100 mm), fix the suspension on the
machine, adjusting height and position according to
the stroke, then enter the required speeds and cycles
for each speed, and start the test. The powerful 4kW
AC motor allows you to test shock absorbers and
forks in a wide range of speed and loads, choosing
between several stroke settings.”
DB4 advanced features allow any suspension
operator to visualise real time shock and fork load vs
velocity graphs, compare different click settings and
valving options, measure dynamic suspension
parameters and detect any operating anomalies.
It includes a state-of-the-art, real-time dedicated
controller board that ensures a stable and reliable
automatic and deterministic data acquisition, while
the software provides an intuitive graphical user
interface for data acquisition and simple but powerful
tools for suspension analysis. It is compatible with the
most common operating systems, and, as it is plug-
and-play, does not require a dedicated laptop. 

“The graphs and numerical outputs of the software
and its sophisticated algorithms allow you to fully
characterise the suspension thanks to peak velocity,
load displacement and instantaneous velocity
graphs,” says Giuseppe. In addition to the viscous
response of the suspension, a suspension dyno
provides the following outputs: gas preload, mean
gas-spring rate and static friction.
Custom versions of the software can include
hysteresis analysis, dissipated energy and damping
coefficient calculations. 

ANDREANI GROUP INTERNATIONAL
Pesaro (PU), ITALY
Tel: +39 0721 209021
info@andreanigroup.com
www.andreanigroup.com

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
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Can suspension tuning and
diagnostics ever get any
better than this?

http://www.ricksmotorsportelecrtics.com
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Kellermann Bullet Atto
Dark – “The stealth indicator”!
First seen in IDN’s June/July edition earlier this year,
German bullet lights specialist Kellermann has
another version of its ultra-compact Bullet Atto
indicator available - the Bullet Atto Dark, a special
and almost invisible version of this already strong
selling small indicator. 
The dark glass and the compact size let this new
indicator almost disappear on the bike. It is said to
offer “even more options to individually style and
consequently ‘minimise’ the motorcycle. The dark
version of the Bullet Atto really goes undercover on

the motorcycle,” says company CEO Dr Stefan Wöste.
“‘This is our new indicator with a built-in ‘stealth’
function.”
It may be discreet in size terms, but it is still a
powerful and highly visible indicator. The optimised
light channelling is managed through a smart system
of lenses and reflectors. Apart from the established
Kellermann high-power LED technology used, their
new EXtranz - Extreme Optical Transparency
technology – produces a powerful warning light that
“gets the job done.” 
The complete electronics of the Bullet Atto Dark are
in the casing, and this indicator can be plugged into

the 12 volt net directly; it has European approvals for
use as a front or rear indicator.
The new Kellermann Bullet Atto Dark is due to
premiere on new projects by Diamond Atelier
(www.diamond-atelier.com), a premium customiser
from Munich, Germany. Owner Tom Konecny says he
is impressed by the new indicator: “A classy piece
that is in line with our philosophy. Really small, and
with the tinted glass almost invisible on the bike”!

KELLERMANN GmbH
Aachen, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)241 938 080
From the US Tel: 01149 241 938 080
info@kellermann-online.com
www.kellermann-online.com
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‘Jet’ handguards by Barkbusters   
Australian designed and manufactured JET
handguards by Barkbusters complement a
bike’s appearance and offer rider protection
and comfort. The full wrap-around, heat-
treated aluminium handguard can help
protect the bike’s levers from impact
damage, and the JET impact resistant plastic
guards offer defence from the elements for
the rider’s hands.
Barkbusters utilises a simple to fit two-
point mounting system that keeps them
secure. The handguard is available in two
formats to fit straight 22 mm (7/8 in) or
tapered handlebars, and the three-axis
mounting clamps ensure every rider is able
to position the handguards exactly how
they want them.
The interchangeable JET plastic shields are

offered in black, blue, green, orange, red
and white, making it easy for dealers to
carry the entire range without having to
manage multiple SKUs. It also gives the
customer the opportunity to match the JET
guards to their bike’s finish. 
Matthew Phillpott,
Barkbusters’ CEO, says of
the JET handguard: “The JET
has been a stalwart in the
Barkbusters range since its
introduction with riders
looking to get the full-on
adventure look, and that’s
the case more than ever
now with the rise in
popularity of dual-sport and
enduro bikes.”

RIDEWORX
Unanderra, NSW, AUSTRALIA
Tel: +61 242 718 244
info@barkbusters.net
www.barkbusters.net
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In the June edition of IDN we reported that SC Project
had entered the ADV exhaust market for the first
time, and here we see the aggressive “Matt Black
Edition” version of their double chamber, double
perforated pipe design, as an alternate option to
their stylish titanium finish. The kit includes carbon
fibre protection and is now available for the BMW
R1200 GS, Honda Africa Twin, Suzuki V-Strom,
Triumph Tiger and KTM 1290 Adventure.  
Also seen here for the Panigale 959, a Moto2 World
Championship race-bred, road legal Twin RT-T
exhaust that the company says gives the Panigale “a
slender line with a lighter muffler”.
For the Kawasaki Z900 and Z1000, SC Project has
Euro 4 approved Double S1 silencers with DB killers
– “two aggressively styled conical silencers that
blend perfectly with the futuristic design of the bike”.
With the engine from the Triumph Street Triple 765
RS set to replace Honda’s four-cylinder CBR 600RR
engines as the new official spec engine for the Moto2
series from 2019, SC Project has Euro 4 compliant
Street Triple 765 S1 silencers with a "S" link pipe in
full titanium, TIG welding in sections with 60 mm
diameter “to guarantee the best performance and a
strong and racing aesthetic impact”.
The S1 silencer, with “S” link pipe in full titanium, is
4.7 kg lighter than the original exhaust.
For the BMW S1000RR, SC Project has three different
road legal Euro 4 options – their S1 silencers, four
versions of their CR-T silencer and their full titanium
GP70-R.
The CR-T silencer is available in four different
versions for the S1000RR - full titanium, matt carbon
fibre, full titanium with titanium mesh or matt carbon
fibre with titanium mesh. The CR-T is 3.73 kg lighter
than the original muffler and delivers increased
performance throughout the entire rpm range,
especially at around 8,000 rpm, where gains of +7
hp and +6 Nm have been measured.
The GP70-R silencer is a full titanium design, starting
from link pipe to the silencer outlet, giving the system
“remarkable lightness”. The GP70-R is 3.70 kg
lighter than the OE system and has shown the same
mid-range +7 hp/+6 Nm power gains at 8,000 rpm
as seen with the CR-T. 
The S1 silencer’s body is also full titanium, with a
conical structure and top-quality matt carbon fibre
end cap. The S1 is 3.53 kg lighter than stock and gives
+5 hp and +4 Nm at 8,000 rpm.  

SC-PROJECT
Cassinetta di Lugagnano (MI), ITALY
Tel: +39 0294 22313
info@sc-project.com
www.sc-project.com

SC-Project exhaust options

For the Ducati Panigale 959, SC Project is offering
EC type approved Moto2 derived twin CR-Ts

The full titanium GP70-R silencer is one of three
SC Project has available for the S1000RR –
additionally there are four different versions of
their CR-T silencer and their S1 – all showing hp
and torque gains, and all are Euro 4 compliant
and EU approved

Seen here on the R1200 GS in matt black edition,
SC Project’s new ‘ADV’ muffler is also available in
full titanium finish for models such as the Honda
Africa Twin, Suzuki V-Strom, Triumph Tiger and
KTM 1290 Adventure

SC Project’s double S1 silencers are now
Euro 4 approved for the Kawasaki Z900

and Z1000 (seen here)

The Triumph Street Triple S1 silencer comes with a
60 mm TIG welded “S” link pipe in full titanium
for a 4.7 kg weight saving

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
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Best known for their market leading
performance exhausts, founders Terry Vance and
Byron Hines’ origins are in drag racing and race
engineering tuning.
Vance & Hines’ new Raceshop Components
engine parts programme leverages that heritage
to present a range of high-performance options
for many of the market’s most popular late model
performance bikes.
“Manufactured with state-of-the-art equipment,
utilising stringent quality control procedures to
significantly improve all components for
prolonged durability and reliability, whether
building a street performance engine or a drag
motor, Vance & Hines engine components are
drop-in upgrades providing needed stability
while reducing premature wear.
For Kawasaki’s ZX-10R engine, Raceshop high
performance valves are “machined to exacting
tolerances” and available for ’11-‘16 models for
both intake and exhaust positions, and offered in
either stainless steel or titanium.
Precision CNC-machined from a chrome coated
stainless one-piece forging for higher strength
and durability, the micro-polished stem means a
smoother finish with less friction, resulting in
improved performance. The high-grade alloy is
designed to withstand high heat and maintain
roundness. Multi-angle back cuts are designed to
deliver enhanced flow, and the titanium valves
are said to offer approximately 10 g in weight
reduction compared to the OE valves, reducing
valvetrain stress and allowing the engine to rev
higher for more power. 
Vance & Hines’ 5 mm machined valve keepers for
‘99-‘16 Hayabusa models have been precision-
machined on a high-speed Swiss screw from 1144
aerospace grade steel. Designed for high-
performance applications and high-tension valve
springs, they are said to deliver superior
performance compared to stamped OE valve
keepers.
They have been heat-treated and black oxide
finished for improved corrosion resistance, have
tolerances of +/-.001 for precision fit and are sold
as pairs or complete sets (16 pairs).

VANCE & HINES
Santa Fe Springs,
California, USA
Tel: 562 921 7461
sales@vanceandhines.com
www.vanceandhines.com

Raceshop
Components by
Vance & Hines
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VStream hardcoated
polycarbonate
screens for KTM  

Maywood, Illinois based market
leader National Cycle has added
to its popular VStream
Windscreen programme with a
choice of new tint and height
fitments for KTM models – ‘14-
‘16 1190 Adventure/R, 2017
1090 Adventure/R, ‘14-‘16 1050
Adventure and the 2017 1290
SuperDuke GT.
Manufactured from tough,
hardcoated polycarbonate.  No
other thermoplastic comes close
to matching the impact strength
of polycarbonate, making it the
ideal material for motorcycle
windshields.  Polycarbonate
must be hardcoated to be
optically clear enough for use as
a motorcycle windshelds.
National Cycle uses only quality
hardcoated polycarbonate.  
National Cycle’s in-house state-
of-the-art manufacturing
techniques produce a
windshield that provides
distortion-free optics, high
strength, and excellent scratch
resistance.   VStream

Windscreens are easy to install
and are protected by a 3-year
warranty against breakage.
Offered in clear, light and dark
tint height choices include
13.75” (35.0 cm), 16.25” (41.3
cm) and 18.50” (47.0 cm) for
KTMs Adventure models and
14.50” (36.8 cm) and 17.00”
(43.2 cm) for the 2017
SuperDuke GT. VStream
Windscreens are easy to install
and are protected by a 3-year
warranty against breakage.

NATIONAL CYCLE INC.
Maywood, Illinois, USA
Tel: +1 708 343 0400
sales@nationalcycle.com
www.nationalcycle.com
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CBR1000RR screen
In a year that has seen Spanish manufacturer
Motoplastic celebrate another WSBK Championship
win as a ‘sportive’ and technical partner with KRT
(Kawasaki Racing), the Barcelona based specialist
continues to add to its range.

Following the launch of a new generation of sport
and touring windscreen options for naked style bikes
such as Yamaha’s MT-09, another recent new
product is this precise fit, round finish edge, model-
specific design of Z-Racing screen for the 2017
Honda CBR1000RR. 
Available in dark smoke, light smoke, clear, carbon
look, black, blue and red, it is made of 3 mm “high-
impact” acrylic and optimised for rider protection
and airflow using their virtual wind tunnel - providing
43% improvement on aerodynamic wind protection
compared to the OE fitment, but still using the OE
hardware for mounting. 
Additional new products this year included their 2.0

levers, GT Back and Hypernaked mirrors, R-Fighter S
footpegs and lights options.
Also seen here, from Puig’s new ‘Naked New
Generation’ screen series, this virtual wind tunnel
derived Z650 design is available in two versions -
Sport or Touring - in “high-impact” acrylic, offering
“optimised aerodynamics for improved wind
protection”. Available in a selection of colourways,
which come with model-specific hardware.

MOTOPLASTIC
Granollers/Barcelona, SPAIN
Tel: +34 938 490633
info@puig.tv
www.puig.tv
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LighTech for
Honda X-ADV

Though most closely associated with cutting-edge
accessories for top selling late model performance
bikes, Italian accessory manufacturer LighTech has a
diverse range for just as wide a range of other
platforms.

No stranger to Maxi-Scooter make-over kits (check
out their Yamaha TMAX programme for example),
the S. Lucia di Piave (Treviso), Italy based specialist
has turned its attention to Honda’s 745cc/53bhp X-
ADV, the Maxi-Scooter meets Adventure Touring
styled crossover that has “Urban Survivor” stamped
all over it!
LighTech dealers have access to a model-specific
programme of parts and accessories that already
includes off-road style folding footpegs (available in
red or black), a street legal tail tidy kit, chain adjuster
kit, fork and swingarm protectors (very important for
any Maxi-Scooter or any model that will spend much
of its life in city traffic), lightweight, high-strength
Ergal alloy hardware, aluminium mirrors in a choice
of colourways and aluminium oil filler and brake fluid
caps.

LighTech CNC precision-machine each of their
aluminium products from a single solid block of high-
grade, high-strength, lightweight aluminium alloy.
Founded in 1997, LighTech manufactures and
distributes over 7,000 Ergal products that are
manufactured in six different colours, plus over 400
titanium products and a host of other accessories and
has more than 2,500 authorised dealers all over the
world.

LIGHTECH S.R.L.
S. Lucia di Piave (TV), ITALY
Tel: +39 0438 453010
info@lightech.it
www.lightech.it 
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LeoVince’s new GP One slip-on range is
“inspired by the racing world. The compact
design is enhanced with features such as
the metallic ceramic-based black paint, the
laser-etched LeoVince logo and the modern
sandblasted end cap. The high-tech details
are combined with an unmistakable sound
to give a contemporary racing look.”

Lightweight and compact, the GP One is
made in AISI 304 stainless steel and finished
with a metallic ceramic-based black paint
that is extremely resistant to high
temperatures.
EU-approved and easy to install thanks to
the laser-cut connection bracket, LeoVince
describe the GP One as “a perfect way to
combine the race character with renowned
LeoVince quality.” The GP One range is
available for Duke 125/390 and RC 125/390
models.

LEOVINCE
Monticello d'Alba (CN), ITALY
info@leovince.com
www.leovince.com
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and RC models
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First Bluetooth LE electronic
control box for motorcycles 
New from Motogadget, the ‘m.unit blue’ is designed to
eliminate cable clutter and complicated control
commands, for “foolproof vehicle management and
maintenance using your smartphone.”
Claimed to be the first Bluetooth LE motorcycle control
box to come to market, an app enables ‘m.unit blue’
set-up, diagnosis and Keyless-Go, as well as a detailed
logbook, and can “easily manage and maintain the
vehicle.” The box reduces the cable harness in the
electrical system to a minimum and offers 12 inputs and
10 outputs – more available functionality than
conventional control units.
“The ‘m.unit blue’ is the first electronic control box for
motorcycles with Bluetooth LE,” explains Budianto
Liong, Head of Product at Motogadget. “With this, our
proven m.unit is now capable of securely exchanging
data at any time and anywhere with the m.ride app.
”Set up, diagnostics and Keyless-Go, as well as
management and maintenance, are possible with the
smartphone. Even without the app, the small box
functions as pushbutton control, fuse, flasher relay, and
alarm and thereby minimises the wiring harness. Further
improvements include 12 inputs and 10 outputs, as well
as exchangeable quality cable clamps.”

Bluetooth LE (low energy) establishes a tamper-proof,
encrypted connection to the motorcycle that consumes
very little power from the smartphone and motorcycle
battery. With an activated Keyless-Go, the m.ride app
switches on the vehicle’s power system when the
smartphone approaches the motorcycle. Depending on
the mode setting and alarm sensitivity, the m.unit
transmits timestamped alarm events to the app.
Additionally, it monitors battery voltage, diagnoses
inputs and outputs, and measures currents, voltages
and device temperature.
All outputs (with the exception of the starter) can be
switched on manually via the smartphone; firmware
updates can be started and the set up menu can be
configured. The app synchronises with the m.unit
tachometer and automatically warns of maintenance
work for tyres, chain, brake pads, oil, fuel and spark
plugs. It shows the park position and uses Ping! to
locate the vehicle. The logbook records the routes and
logs values such as maximum speed and number of
curves. 
Even without a smartphone and app, the ‘m.unit blue’
can be “at the heart of the vehicle electrics”. It is
operated via 4 or 5 handlebar buttons or via normal

switches and replaces the complete fuse box, digitally
monitoring the 10 independent circuits and switching
them off in the event of a fault.  
An alarm system, flasher relay with automatic switch-
off, hazard warning lights, adaptive brake light and the
horn relay are integrated. In order to make use of the
maximum battery energy when starting, the ‘m.unit
blue’ intelligently controls them and switches them off,
if necessary. 
Two auxiliary outputs can be freely configured - the box
also controls the assignment of input and output,
electric circuit switching status and diagnoses short
circuits. It uses calibration and current measurement to
identify defective lamps.

MOTOGADGET
Berlin, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)30 27591920
info@motogadget.de
www.motogadget.com

Hugger extensions for over 75 models
British bodywork and accessories specialist Pyramid
Plastics has just launched the latest in its ever-growing
range of hugger extensions, designed to complement
the top-selling range of Extenda Fendas. 
Having originally developed the ‘Extenda Fenda’ back
in the late 1980s, Pyramid continues to innovate and
expand on the idea of guard extensions, now offering
a comprehensive range of hugger extensions which
are designed specifically to extend the short OEM rear
huggers of today. 
As well as offering greatly improved protection at both
the front and rear of the bike, Pyramid has designed
its extensions to replicate the OEM guard to which

they are to be fitted, ensuring that they are functional
whilst remaining subtle. 

Both extension ranges are available in matt black and
carbon fibre, and all products are free from glossy
finishes and unsightly stickers.  Pyramid offer hugger
extensions for over 75 models and counting, with over
350 Extenda Fendas available from inventory.
Founded in 1986, Pyramid ship worldwide direct from
its UK factory.

PYRAMID PLASTICS
Gainsborough, Lincs, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1427 677 990
export@pyramidplastics.co.uk
www.pyramid-plastics.co.uk
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Hevik’s top-of-the-range ‘Rainstop’, ‘Twister’ and
‘Dry Light’ rainsuits, high-visibility jacket and trouser
options, plus shoe and glove covers completing the
offer, provide dealers with a one-brand system of
options that will keep their customers dry (and seen)
in all conditions.
Aimed at long distance riders, Hevik says ‘Rainstop’
can stand a pressure equal to an 8,000 mm water
column even after many hours spent in the rain,
maintaining high breathability thanks to the use of
polyurethane coating (PVC-free ‘Ripstop’ Nylon). The
jacket has an internal waterproof pocket, strap
adjusters at the waist, a fold-away concealed hood
and a strap central closure with double fastening and
air vents on the back. 
The trousers have an elasticated waistband and strap
adjusters at the bottom of the leg. Both garments
have yellow fluorescent inserts to enhance active
safety. The suit is sold in a compact waterproof bag
that can be stored in a backpack or under the saddle. 
For commuters, the ‘Twister’ waterproof suit has
features that “are above the average” for such a

garment as it can stand a pressure equal to a 5,000
mm water column, and therefore provides the
necessary water resistance during medium or longer

journeys in the rain.
Made of Nylon PVC,
matched to a mesh
lining, ‘Twister’ offers the same wear features as the
‘Rainstop’.
‘Dry Light’ is “ideal for urban use” and made from
windproof and waterproof fabric (polyester with PVC
coating on the outside with an internal lining). Its
waterproof level (it can stand a pressure equal to a
3,000 mm water column) is enough to withstand rain
during short urban trips. The jacket has a central
zipper opening protected by a hook and loop
fastening strap, a non-removable hood that folds
into the collar and closure at the wrists with elastic
and strap. Trousers have an elasticated waistband
and strap regulation at the ankles.

HEVIK S.r.l.
Brescia (BS), ITALY
Tel: +39 030 2680374
info@hevik.com
www.hevik.com
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Hevik all-condition rainwear system

Upgraded ‘Featherlight’ replacement cables for R1
British motorcycle controls specialist Venhill
Engineering has developed a range of smooth
action replacement clutch cables for all
generations of Yamaha’s YZF-R1.  
Designed and made in the UK, the light and
durable cables feature a smaller conduit to
reduce weight, increase flexibility when
routing and provide an improved, smoother
operation compared to the OE version,
without compromising strength or
performance.
The cables feature the much-needed
additional length to route around the R1’s
starter motor, so that when at rest on full
lock, there is no binding/pinching on the
starter socket.
Like all Venhill control cables, each one

features high quality Featherlight cabling -
marine-grade stainless steel inner wire for
minimum stretch and a Teflon liner for
minimum friction and a lighter action and
removing the need for lubrication.
Each cable is also ‘Bird-caged’ – a special
process applied to the end of the inner cable

wire, which allows solder to penetrate the
weave of the cable, making the bond with the
nipple much stronger and reducing the cable
breakage that can arise when conventional
designs are put under repeated stress and
pressure.
The new cables sit alongside Venhill’s
‘standard’ replacement cables for the R1, so
dealers have a choice of staying with original
spec or upgrading; available for all years of
the YZF-R1 (1998-2017).

VENHILL ENGINEERING
Dorking, Surrey, UK
Tel: +44 1306 885111
sales@venhill.co.uk
www.venhill.co.uk
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British suspension manufacturer K-Tech has multiple
new product offers for their dealers as we head into
the 2018 season, among them new gas-filled Razor
and Razor Lite shock applications for the Triumph
T120, Street Twin and Thruxton, said to deliver
“improved comfort, handling and precision
adjustment” for “Hinckley Twin owners.”
Described as “styled to blend in with the Bonneville’s
retro lines, both the Razor and Razor Lite come in a
subtle and traditional black finish, yet contain the
latest in suspension technology. Designed in the UK
using our extensive experience in the race paddock,
both are nitrogen-filled, providing more consistent
internal pressure as the damper operates, for a
smoother ride.”
Rebound damping on the Razor and Razor Lite is
adjustable by hand – no tools required – using a dial
at the base of the shock absorber. Length can also
be adjusted by up to 10 mm, simply by turning the
nuts above the spring, (one turn = 1 mm, so it is easy
to measure).
Razor shocks feature a piggyback reservoir, with an
additional hand-dial at the collar, for quick and easy
compression damping adjustment. Both Razor and
Razor Lite units are direct replacements for the
original equipment and available for the T120, Street
Twin, Thruxton 1200 and the Scrambler (up to 2015).
Also seen here, K-Tech’s latest generation Razor-R
and Razor-R Lite shock absorbers are now available
to fit Yamaha’s Hyper Naked, Sports Touring and
Sports Heritage 700 and 900 cc models. 
Direct modification-free replacements for the
original equipment shock absorbers, both models
have internal reservoirs to separate the nitrogen gas
from the damping oil for more consistent control.
Length and rebound damping adjustment are
straight forward, and the Razor-R has a hose-linked
remote reservoir for compression damping
adjustment.
At the top-end of the K-Tech range, KTR-4 front forks
use their patented, championship-winning DDS
(Direct Damping System) technology, which has been
designed to compete at the highest levels of
motorcycle racing. The DDS pressurised damping
system uses 20 mm displacing pistons to create a
high flow of oil through the 32 mm control valves to
give precise damping control. 
The design is said to eliminate cavitation, making the
system very stable under extreme conditions; the
damping circuits are designed to work independently
to improve the dynamics and response time. The

system is pressurised by a spring force, keeping it
stable under all working temperatures.
They have 0.5 kg less unsprung mass than their
previous KTR-3 forks, 10% more flex, and are now 
1 kg lighter.

K-TECH SUSPENSION
Moira, Derbyshire, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1283 559000
enquiries@ktechsuspension.com
www.ktechsuspension.com

Triumph/Yamaha
shocks, KTR-4
race forks

Razor for Triumph Twins

Razor-R shock absorber

KTR-4 front forks

Maxi Enduro
side lights
Following in the evolution of GIVI’s R&D
team’s ongoing LED and halogen lights
development programmes, these S321 LED
‘projectors’ are designed to deal with an
issue caused by the frame design and lights
positioning on Maxi Enduro models. 
The front headlight is usually positioned
quite high, which can create areas of

shadow to the side, near the front wheel
and up some metres away. 
Waterproof and certified as a fog lamp, the
S321 uses LED technology and only 8 watts
(16 watts in total for the pair, a
consumption ably supported by the battery,
enabling it to be used also on small to
medium sized engines). The light beam is of
lens profile type - direct but not blinding for
oncoming traffic. The circuitry does not
interfere with the proper functioning of the
electrics (ECU, ignition etc.) and includes a
fuse, cabling for direct connection to the
battery and a waterproof switch to be
installed on the handlebars. The set also
includes a third cable for the connection to
the ignition lock of the motorcycle.
The S321 has an aluminium housing
featuring slender fins; the main body,
painted in black, is a nice contrast to the
silver rim holding the lens. The pair of lights
can easily be fitted to all engine guards
with a tubular diameter ranging from 21 to
25 mm by means of a round clamp, which
can be adjusted both horizontally and
vertically for the correct alignment of the
light beam.
The S321 kit includes a light support and an
accessory that enables use of the two lights
even if the engine guard is absent - a 25
mm tubular rod to be fitted beneath the
light that can also be used for an action
camera. Currently this accessory is available
for the BMW R nineT and R1200 RT,
Kawasaki Versys 650, Yamaha Tracer 700
and Honda NC750X.

GIVI S.R.L.
Flero (BS), ITALY
Tel: +39 030 3581253
info@givi.it
www.givi.it
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High quality Matris “entry level” options
Italian suspension specialist Matris is well
known for its top-end products with
advanced features and high-tech
components. However, the company also
offers what is calls its “entry level” line – a
programme that doesn’t compromise on
quality or precision engineering, but offers
a start point pathway for those looking to
upgrade the handling of less expensive
motorcycles.
The M46KD is an easy to use and adjust rear
shock for naked and road bikes, that allows
the road user to get the right set-up.
Computerised engineering systems are used
to design, test and produce all the
components, and as with all Matris products,
“only materials of high-end technical and
mechanical characteristics are used,” says
founder and owner Alberto Turcato.
“Our M46KD features high-precision machining
with the objective of reducing weight and friction to
offer a basic range of shocks to improve comfort,
safety and performance, but still with the
characteristic ‘Matris look’.
“It is a fully rebuildable and fully revalvable single-
way mono shock with adjustable rebound; the
cylinder has an inner pressurised nitrogen gas (N2)
expansion tank with full floating piston for gas/oil
separation and a spring in alloy steel that is available

in different rates based on the bike and load.”
It is also available with up to 9 mm ride height
adjustment for a customisable setting and
supplied as standard with spring preload by
millimetric rings; up to 7 mm adjustable
spring preload also available.
Also in the Matris “entry
level” offer, the F15K
hydraulic fork cartridge
kit completely replaces all the
existing fork internals. It allows
modification of a conventional
non-adjustable fork into a fully
adjustable fork, offering spring
preload, compression and
rebound asymmetr ic
adjustments, as in a sports fork

type, for a greater custom setting.
Alberto says that “it can be set up much
more accurately for each rider, making
the fork more precise, more adjustable,
and easier to use … better in every respect.

No modification of the original fork is required for
assembly, and the kit is completely serviceable for
proper and regular maintenance.”
The 20 mm diameter fork cartridge cylinder and 12
mm piston are made in aluminium alloy with a
lapping and hard oxidation surface treatment. The
anti-cavitation compression and rebound valves are

machined from billet aluminium and have their own
dedicated shims set for total control of hydraulic
flow.
Finally, in the Matris “entry level” upgrade offer,
their SDK steering damper with adjustable “speed
sensitive” progressive hydraulic damping system
“improves the control of the front axle, damping
all the oscillations and the rapid setting
changes.”
Features include twin tube system with outer
titanium cylinder and aluminium alloy coaxial
internal cylinder and high tensile alloy steel
piston rod with hard chrome coating. The
external tank for controlled heat compensation
of fluid expansion is pressurised with nitrogen
gas (N2) for greater stability at high operating
temperatures.

MATRIS S.R.L.
Camisano Vicentino (VI), ITALY
Tel: +39 0444 411636
info@matrisdampers.com
www.matrisdampers.com
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MT-07 accessories
Well known German accessory manufacturer
Fehling offers dealers access to one of the
largest handlebar, luggage carrier system
and engine protection ranges in the
industry.
Seen here is a selection from Fehling’s
extensive range of options for Yamaha’s
popular MT-07 – upper and lower engine
protection guards, side bag holder and rear
luggage rack – all in steel, in black.
Also shown here are model-specific
accessories for Yamaha’s XV 950 Racer – a
side bag holder, rear luggage rack and 38
mm one-piece extra large engine protection
guard – also all in black.
Fehling design and make all their own

products in-house at their factory near
Dortmund in Germany. Founded in 1945 as a
metal forming and processing engineering
business, the company specialises in
motorcycle parts for most popular current
(and older) makes and model, currently

employs around 25 people and is still in the
ownership of the founder's family.

ERNST FEHLING GMBH & CO
Wickede (Ruhr), GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)2377 2033
info@fehling.de
www.fehling.de

From track to street with Bonamici
Genuinely race-bred and CNC-machined from single
blocks of high-grade, lightweight aluminium alloy,
Italian specialist Bonamici’s accessories are among
some of the best designed top-end quality parts on the
market.
Seen here is their new accessory line for the popular
Suzuki GSX-R 1000 2017. Bonamici’s top-selling
products include unique rearsets – the use of bearings
completely eliminates friction on the levers for durable,
smooth, trouble-free reduced-effort use. 
They have a spring for the assisted return of the rear
brake lever, and the footpegs can be adjusted in nine
different positions. Available as standard in black
anodised finish, but additional colour and custom

options are available for these and for all of Bonamici’s
accessories such as the handlebars, engine cover
protectors, lever guards and complete lever kits.
Also seen here, Bonamici CNC billet aluminium alloy
(Ergal) rearset and engine cover protectors for the 2017
Triumph Street Triple. These versions are seven-position
adjustable and can be used with conventional or
reverse shifting set-ups, with or without quickshifter.

BONAMICI RACING
Magliano Sabina (RI), ITALY
Tel: +39 0744 719132
bonamiciracing@hotmail.it
www.bonamiciracing.it
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That is the claim that ISO 9001-2008 accredited and
TUV Rheinland certified manufacturer Blackstone
TEK is making for the latest addition to its ‘Black
Mamba’ series of carbon fibre wheels.
Designed, tested and fully manufactured in-house at
their Johannesburg, South Africa factory, founder
and co-owner Gary Turner says these wheels round
out the ‘Black Mamba’ line-up with a conventional
rear wheel and technology that has “never been

seen before.”
“With the release of these wheels we are moving the
composite wheels manufacturing industry to the
next level,” says Gary.
“With our new BST designed, high-pressure forged
composite drive side, we are leading innovation in
the design and manufacture of pre-preg monocoque
carbon fibre wheels.”
The wheel is designed to optimise stiffness, strength

and rigidity, whilst maximising performance. “This is
the “most carbon fibre” wheel in the world, and
quite simply delivers better everything – better
strength, weight, inertia and performance – better
than everything else.
“At the same time the front wheel has been
optimised to reduce weight and improve inertia
values. Ours are the only carbon fibre wheels that
conform strictly to the JWL (Japan Light Alloy Wheel)
impact standards as implemented by all major
manufacturing and international testing facilities,
and this new, straight 7-spoke is no exception.”
The 3.5” by 17” front wheel weighs in from 2.4 kg
complete and has a static load rating of 150 kg; the
6” by 17” rear rates at 280 kg, weighing in at 3.2
kg, excluding the sprocket carrier. The hubs are in
6082-T6 heat-treated aluminium.
The conventional rear is interchangeable, so it can be
used on different motorcycles simply by replacing the
brake adapter and sprocket carrier on models from
manufacturers, including Bimota, Ducati, BMW,
Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki and Yamaha. Available to
order now, all BST wheels carry a 2-year factory
warranty.

BLACKSTONE TEK
Johannesburg, SOUTH AFRICA
Tel: +27 (0)11 704 0026
marketing@blackstonetek.com
www.blackstonetek.com
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7-spoke ‘Black Mamba’ – 
“the world’s most advanced
carbon fibre wheel”
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French specialist Ermax is offering styling
upgrades for the 2017 Kawasaki Z900,
including this 30cm sport style nose screen
made in thermoformed PMMA (Polymethyl
methacrylate), a plastic noted for its high
light transmission, extremely long service
life, high resistance to UV light and

weathering,
and what is said to
be the greatest
surface hardness of all
thermoplastics.
Another benefit is its ability
to take unlimited colouring options, and
Ermax are offering their nose screen in 16
colours, with 16 optional screen-printed
designs available.
Also seen here, and made from
thermoformed ABS, are model-specific
designs of two-piece belly pans with air
channelling and grilles for covering the low
part of the engine and a racing rear hugger
with integrated chain guard and rear shock
absorber protection coverage.
Also in ABS, their seat cowl is available
painted in Kawasaki stock colours, two-
colour and tri-colour, to “bring a racing look
to the stock Z900”, and soon available will
be an undertail in Kawasaki stock colours,
carbon or raw, that is said to complete the
rear fairing and is delivered with fitting kit
aluminium license plate support with arm
and top plate and retro reflector support in
black anodised aluminium; EC-approved
plate lighting and mini blinkers also
included.

ERMAX
Roquefort La Bedoule, FRANCE

Tel: +33 04 42 73 67 91
accueil@ermax.fr

www.ermax.fr

Caberg adds
three helmets
Caberg has added the ‘EVO’ to its ECE
approved Drift sport riding full-face
helmets range, with a 2-size
carbon/Kevlar/GFK tricomposite
rear spoiler equipped outer shell
and redesigned inner lining and
cheek pads for a closer fitting and
custom-fit option.
The quick release visor
mechanism allows visor self-
adjustment to guarantee a close
contact of visor and window
beading, with a spring double
movement mechanism that prevents
water or air ingress – a lever on the
left side of the visor mechanism
allows the position of the visor to
be stopped at 0.5 cm from the
window beading to avoid or
eliminate fogging; when the
lever is lifted, the visor is locked
to avoid sudden opening.
The Drift ‘EVO’ is also equipped
with a transparent anti-scratch
visor, an adjustable Pinlock lens
Max Vision, and a lever operated,
integrated anti-scratch sunshade
DVT visor (Double Visor Tech).
Drift ‘EVO’ has a comms-ready,
removable and washable lining and
weighs in at 1,350 (+/-50 g) for the
tricomposite and around 100 g less
for the full carbon version.
The ECE 22.05 ‘Jackal’ is a new 2-
size polycarbonate shell full-face
that features “a sporty and
dynamic design combined with the
comfort and technical solutions of
a touring helmet with an entry-
level price and the quality of an
Italian product.”

The removable and washable
hypoallergenic and breathable
lining, three air vents, rear
extractor, adjustable two-way
chin guard air vent and twin
top vents, removable chin and
nose deflectors, integrated
DVT (Double Visor Tech)

sunshade visor and Pinlock lens
make the ‘Jackal’ a feature-rich
package for the price-point and
weighs 1,450 g (small shell) and
1,500 g (larger shell), +/- 50 g.
Finally, the ‘Levante’ is a new flip-

up that features “innovative
design and avantgarde
technical solutions developed
for the most demanding
touring riders,” according to
Caberg.
Offered in 2 sizes, weighing
1,550 g in the carbon/

Kevlar/GFK tricomposite or
1,500 g in the full carbon shell
version with P/J dual homologation,
there are twin front vents and rear
extractors with built-in inner shell air
channels. Additional features
include a panoramic ultra-wide
visor, glove-friendly integrated
DVT sunshade visor, Pinlock
Max Vision lens and comms-
ready removable and washable
hypoallergenic and breathable
lining.

CABERG SPA
Azzano S Paolo (BG), ITALY

Tel: +39 035 4203611
info@caberg.it

www.caberg-helm.comLevante

Drift EVO

Jackal
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Monster 797 license plate kit
Italian manufacturer Evotech has a new
license plate mount available to replace the
stock design on the Ducati Monster 797. 
Compatible with all the OEM mounting

points, it gives a 30-degree angle and
comes as a complete kit and will accept
Evotech, Kellermann, CNC Racing, Highsider
and all other aftermarket turn signals on
the market.
Delivered in a briefcase, this plate holder is
of “exceptional quality and an exemplary
finish,” according to the company. It
corresponds to the dimensions of the
approved plates. 
Evotech recommend ordering it with their
approved 4-LED plate light with built-in
voltage regulator; a reflex reflector and
retro-reflector are also available.

EVOTECH SRL
Villa Agnedo (TN), ITALY
Tel: +39 0461 780184
info@evotech-rc.it
www.evotech-rc.it

Z900 make-
over options
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Dutch suspension specialist
Hyperpro continues to add to its
already extensive range of
options for most popular makes
and models with a range of
suspension options for the latest
(2016/2017) Triumph “modern
classics” such as the Bonneville
T120, Street Scrambler and Street
Twin.
Sales & Marketing Director Jan
Belder told IDN: “The timeless
style and iconic character of
these Triumph modern classics is
immediately obvious in the high
standard of detailing, quality and
finish of these motorcycles,
combined with the performance
of the authentic twin cylinder
engine.
“Hyperpro can help dealers lift
the comfort, agility and stability
of their customers’ bikes to a
new and higher level with
options that include our
progressive front and rear
springs, 360 emulsion shock kit,
367 fully adjustable shock kit
with fixed reservoirs and our
famous steering damper and
mounting kits.”
Ever since the company began
doing business in 1993, their
range has included stock
replacement and performance
upgrade product designs,
including rear shock absorbers
and rising rate/progressively
wound shock absorber springs,
front suspension springs, full
front end suspension kits, and
one of the best known and most
widely used steering damper
programmes in the market.
“Our rising rate progressive front
fork springs provide any bike

with improved comfort and,
above all, a shorter braking
distance with no bottoming out.
Together with the specially
formulated oil that comes with
the springs – an oil that is
blended to our own precise
requirements – we create better
controlled damping, which
results in a much more
comfortable feeling while riding
on the straight and while
cornering. It’s all about
confidence and consistent, faster,
reliable and predictable
response.
“Our rising rate progressive rear
spring sets can be mounted on
the original shocks for a hugely
noticeable and immediate
improvement. Due to the rising
rate design of the springs, they
also give a comfortable feeling in
all conditions and riding
circumstances, from the wet to
the dry. Solo, two-up, with or
without luggage, the spring rate
will automatically adjust for
every need of the suspension.
Together with a set of
progressive front fork springs, it
gives the bike its needed balance
and much more stability.”
Hyperpro currently has some 25
employees and exports to more
than 40 countries around the
world from their state-of-the-art
1,000 sq m (10,000 sq ft) facility
at Werkendam in southern
Holland.

HYPERPRO
Werkendam, NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 (0)183 678867
info@hyperpro.com
www.hyperpro.com
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Suspension options
for Triumph’s “modern
classics”
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Kappa launched a range of flyscreens and
windshields last year, including their minimalist new
‘100ALK’ design in aluminium. The company has
now added to the range with this new ‘140’ version
– a slightly larger design, using more standard
materials, but retaining the look of the smaller
original design.
The protective surface is made of Plexiglass,
measuring 35 x 41 cm (H x L) and its main design

characteristic is a slightly angled, bevelled shape,
highlighted by the moulding.
Available in clear or smoke, the screen is
universal as it can be fitted to any bike
using Kappa’s separately available
model-specific installation kit.
Installation of the screen does not
involve any st ructura l
modifications to the motorcycle. This
is the same kit used to install the 100ALK
windshield, which enables riders to switch screens
on the basis of looks or functionality. 
Currently the kit is available for selected BMW, Moto
Guzzi, Triumph and Yamaha models (XSR 900 seen
here), with the fitment list being updated regularly.
Also seen here, this KS920 universal multimedia
‘Smart Clip’ fits handlebars from 8 to 35mm and can
clamp to irregular profiled bars to attach a wide
range and size of devices securely. Not only does it
enable the rider to see the route on the Sat Nav, but
it also allows obstruction-free video shooting.
Constructed from a combination of materials

moulded together (technopolymers and rubber,
increasing the grip where the
device is housed), the front is
adjustable and can be rotated
to provide horizontal or

vertical view of the screen.
Insertion and removal is also “smart”;

the device is securely restrained by three claws, which
can be extended using a single command. The
KS920M can accommodate overall sizes from a
minimum of 112 x 52 mm to a maximum of 148 x
75 mm and be used with smartphones with an
overall size ranging from a minimum of 144 x 67 mm
to a maximum of 178 x 90 mm.

KAPPA S.R.L.
Brescia (BS), ITALY
Tel: +39 030 2686976
info@kappamoto.com
www.kappamoto.com

Universal ‘140’ windshield 
EXHIBITOR
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Sprocket brand of choice for more than 60 World
Champions of various disciplines (including three
Pikes Peak hill climb successes – a real sprocket
killer!), you would think that there couldn’t possibly
be any new products from legendary manufacturer
Supersprox to bring to the market. But the
motorcycle industry rarely stands still, and there are
always new opportunities, applications and fitments.
The latest addition from the inventor of aluminium
and aluminium and steel combination sprockets is a
new range of sprockets for Ducati motorcycles. With
a claimed weight reduction compared to the
OEM steel sprocket of over 30%,
Supersprox ‘Stealth’ racing
sprockets have steel teeth for long
life and an aluminium core for
light weight. 
Produced in Europe with
production in Supersprox’
Polish and Ukraine factories,
the company is currently
working with HRC, KTM, Yamaha

and Husqvarna factory teams to
develop their latest idea of a
sprocket that will help extend chain
life by more than 40%. 
“Although this may sound like an
exaggeration, we are closer than you

may imagine,” says Director General DJ Maughfling,
whose father Roger founded the company in the
1950s. “The goal is to keep riding affordable for our
clients,” says DJ. With their ‘Stealth’ sprockets
featuring steel teeth that last up to three times longer
than aluminium, and aluminium cores that are 70
percent light than steel, if anyone has the credentials
to back up ambitions such as these, Supersprox
certainly does.
DJ says that the company has openings for
importer/distributors in certain markets and will be
at EICMA to meet potential new partners.

SUPERSPROX
Prague, CZECH REPUBLIC
Tel: +420 284 812 372
E-mail: supersprox@supersprox.com
www.supersprox.com

Weight saving Ducati ‘Stealth’ sprockets

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
EXHIBITOR
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The BMW R nineT has been begging for the
“Ilmberger treatment”, and never ones to do
anything by halves, the Bavarian carbon fibre parts
specialist has exploited the versatility of a platform
that has quickly become a favourite with the custom
community by developing a range of designs that pay
homage to the legendary Superbikes of the 1970s.
So far Ilmberger has completed 12 model-specific
parts, with options such as “a street fairing as well as
an exclusive version for racing, which works well on
the race track, but is also a great basis for customising
the bike, as customers often install very small lights.

With our race fairing, we pave the way for all fans of
the racing look,” says Julius Ilmberger, Managing
Director of Ilmberger Carbonparts.
Core piece of the carbon collection for the BMW R
nineT ‘Racer’ is the engine spoiler – “a direct adaption
from racing, which also looks quite impressive on the
street version.” The full line-up includes a belly pan,
cover behind the headlight, fairing holder, front
fender, tank vent holder, pillion seat cover (with or
without holders), rear splash guard, rear undertray
(without number plate holder), side covers at the seat
(left and right), silencer protector (rear) and complete

top fairing in choice of race or street style.

ILMBERGER CARBONPARTS
Oberhaching, GERMANY
Tel. +49 (0)89 6133893
info@ilmberger-carbon.de
www.ilmberger-carbon.de
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news ROOM

KTM Industries AG, the parent
company of KTM, Husqvarna and WP
Suspension, has reported revenues of
€ 758.8 m for the first six months of
2017, +12 percent on the first half of
2016.
With a record 110,518 units for the
period, motorcycle sales were + 11
percent over the first half of 2017 –
“further strengthening our position as
Europe’s  largest  motorcyc le
producer.”
The company says that after taking
into account the budgeted costs of
starting up their drivetrain production
plant, the operating earnings (EBIT) of
the first half 2017 are above the
budget expectations and with € 65.8
m slightly below the previous year’s
figure of € 69.6 m (-5%). The EBITDA
is € 105.8 m and above the figures of
the previous year.

“In the first half year 2017 the
investment programme at the
Austrian sites was continued,” the
company says. “The sustainably high
investments into the serial production
development represent an essential
success factor for the present and
future success of the KTM Industries
Group. Due to the strong production
growth, an additional 417 employees
were hired in the first half of 2017;
401 of them based in Austria.”
For the second half of 2017, the
company expects a “continuing
positive growth trend like in the first
half year. In the 2017 financial year,
the KTM Industries Group consistently
focuses on organic growth in its core
areas through further expansion of its
market shares and global growth. The
further development of cooperative
technology projects and more

intensive utilisation of synergy
potentials will be driven forward
within the Group divisions.” 
The Management Board expects
consolidated revenues of over € 1.5
bn and operating EBIT of over € 130
m for the 2017 full financial year. 

KTM SIGN DEAL
WITH CF MOTO
As this edition of IDN went to press
it had been announced that KTM
has agreed a development and
production deal to further expand
the KTM brand's presence in the
domestic Chinese market with
long-term partner CF Moto - the
deal is a 49% KTM owned, 51% CF
Moto owned joint venture

Triumph in Bajaj deal
In a joint statement in August,
Triumph CEO Nick Bloor and Bajaj
Auto Managing Director Rajiv
Bajaj announced a non-equity
global partnership to develop
and sell a range of mid-capacity
motorcycles.
The statement says “we hope to
bring to bear upon global
markets the individual strengths
of the partners including brand
position and perception, design
and development technology,
quality and cost competitiveness,
and worldwide distribution.
“This new global partnership will
enable Triumph to significantly
expand its global reach by
entering new higher volume
market segments, especially in
emerging markets across the

world. 
“Bajaj will gain access to the
iconic Triumph brand, enabling it
to offer a wider range within its
domestic and other international
markets. 
“Triumph and Bajaj are excited
by the opportunities of this
partnership and the prospect of
entering new market segments.” 
The news came just weeks after
Bajaj, which owns 47.96 percent
of KTM, announced a partnership
with the Austrian manufacturer
to take the Husqvarna brand
global. Bajaj were also one of the
leading contenders to buy Ducati.
Triumph currently builds around
65,000 motorcycles a year at its
Hinckley, UK factory, employing
around 2,000 people and selling

through 700 dealers.
Founded in 1944 the Bajaj Group
traces its origins to 1926. In
2015, Bajaj had a market
capitalisation of around US$10
billion. It employs around 8,000
people and is the world's sixth
largest manufacturer of
motorcycles, the second largest
in India, and the largest exporter
of the Indian two-wheeler giants.
Bajaj and Kawasaki ended a 33-
year alliance in India in April this
year – a move widely interpreted
as signalling Rajiv Bajaj’s
international as well as domestic
ambitions.

NEWS
BRIEFS
German motorcycle industry
magazine Bike & Business will stage
its annual industry conference and
awards at its Würzburg headquarters
on 23 November. 

It has emerged that while
serious bids were indeed
received for the sale of Ducati,
the powerful German unions,
who account for half of the
seats on owner Volkswagen’s
advisory board, were united in
opposition to the sale. Bajaj
Auto and the Italian Benneton
investment fund were believed
to have been favourites to win
the bidding war for Ducati, with
some reports suggesting that
Royal Enfield owner Eicher
Motors increased its initial par
bid of € 1.5m to some € 2m.

Slated for January 14 – 16 at
Stoneleigh Park, near Coventry in the
UK, Motorcycle Trade Expo 2018
reports that over 90 percent of
available booth space was already
sold by the end of September.

Premier Helmets is the latest to
be hit by counterfeiters, with a
fake helmet site using cloned
images of Italian vendor PMR’s
genuine Premier brand helmets.
The company points out that
unless the website is clearly
loading as www.premier.it ,
then it is not their genuine,
official site.

Dutch apparel manufacturer Rev’It!
and Italian accessory designer
Rizoma have joined forces, with
Rev’It! USA taking over exclusive
rights to distribute the Italian hard
parts brand’s products in the United
States and Canada from the Rev’It!
USA headquarters at Brooklyn. 

KTM: “Strong growth
in first six months”

http://www.venhill.co.uk
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