
Bartenheim, France based distributor
Bihr has acquired German distributor
and own-brand parts designer
Paaschburg & Wunderlich (P&W).
Based near  Hamburg, the
shareholders of P&W agreed to Bihr
acquiring 100% of the shares in P&W
on the basis that "joining forces will
allow us both to accelerate our growth
in Europe. The objectives of the
transaction are threefold. 
"First, the distribution network of
P&W will be leveraged to offer a wider
access to Bihr's portfolio of brands,
particularly in Germany. Conversely,
the deployment of P&W's motorcycle
parts and accessories will be
accelerated by capitalising on the
distribution network of Bihr. In
addition, the recently incorporated US
subsidiary of P&W will serve to support
the expansion of the Bihr house brands
- primarily the RST apparel range - in
North America.
"Leveraging the Bihr network to grow
our business is a once in a lifetime
opportunity," said Dr. Oliver
Moosmayer, former major i ty
shareholder and Managing Director of

Paaschburg & Wunderlich. "With a
network of more than 15,000 active
dealers, the enlarged group is second
to none in Europe," he added.
"From an organisation perspective, Dr.
Oliver Moosmayer has been appointed
Chief Product Officer of Bihr and will
focus on developing all the parts and
accessories in-house brands of the

group. Dr. Moosmayer will also be part
of the Executive Committee of the
enlarged group."
Christophe Piron, CEO of Bihr, said: "It
is a real pleasure to welcome P&W and
its management team into the Bihr
Group. Their expertise will be a very
valuable addition for Bihr and for its
clients. 
"Moreover, the distribution networks
are complementary to each other, and
the strong presence of P&W in
Germany will not only allow us to

expand the parts and accessories
offering, but will also accelerate the
deployment of our rider gear brands in
the country."
Like the other Executive Committee
members of Bihr, Dr. Moosmayer will
report to Christophe Piron and will
become a shareholder of the enlarged
group.
Founded in 1982, P&W GmbH is one
of the largest wholesalers of spare
parts and accessories for the
motorbike industry in Germany. The
team at P&W has extensive combined
knowledge that enables it to develop
high-quality motorbike accessories.
P&W's current product portfolio
consists of approximately 100 brands,
six of which are in-house brands,
including HIGHSIDER, LSL and Shin Yo.
The company operates from its own
4,000 sq m warehouse and offices in
Glinde (near Hamburg) as well as from
locations in Krefeld (Germany) and in
Morgan Hill (CA, USA). It serves more
than 4,300 dealers.
Many of P&W's product lines are
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Following my "Sad Story" piece about motorcycle registration
statistics in the last edition, it is a case of 'déjà vu all over again'
with this month's market numbers (as Yogi Berra put it!).

We have had to drop our usually comprehensive and, we know, much valued
statistical reports from around Europe's markets as the wild variations being seen
in the data gathering again render the numbers unreliable - with any conclusions
drawn from the trend data likely to be misleading.
The reasons, again, are the anomalies arising from the rush to pre-register Euro
4 inventory as the final, extended, deadline for registration of unsold Euro 4
inventory loomed at a time of increasing inventory shortages.
Any unsold Euro 4 units that did not meet the strict timescale criteria set by the
EU for the end of series derogation that was approved in advance of Euro 5 final
implementation would have, in effect, been unsellable as of January 1st. 
As we start to lap the registrations data of March 2020 and beyond, the wild
variations triggered simply make any meaningful analysis impossible.
The trade associations continue (mostly) to release monthly registrations
information and those can be seen in the online editions of
MotoWEEK, the IDN newsletter/blog. The service will be
restored to our print edition as soon as the data permits!
In the meantime, the headline news, the one single, simple
fact that we can rely on is that, given the circumstances, the
industry is doing well. Indeed, the primary challenge at
present is inventory shortage - triggered by a perfect storm
of continuing reverberations from last year's factory closures,
high demand, materials shortages and other supply chain challenges and price
inflation pressures, shipping costs and logistical issues such as container hoarding
and freight scheduling!
It has to be remembered though, that much of the current demand is from delayed
buying and consumers eying the advantages of PTWs as a commuting solution
of choice for ongoing self-isolation reasons.
The ACEM statistics for 2020 theoretically showed the market as being +1.1%
for total PTW registrations in Europe's 'Big-5 markets. Net of the pre-registered
Euro 4 machines (at least 50,000 total PTW units in the 'Big-5' markets), the real
market performance is more likely to be around -3% or -4%. That is purely an
informed guesstimate though, because the way the data is now being harvested
and reported makes precision impossible. If it is anywhere near accurate, then I
think we'd all agree that, given what has been happening, then it is a very good
result.
We do have access to data for some of the major markets, and within the
tolerances of the data gathering and reporting variables, it looks like we are seeing
genuine growth over 2020 - but not yet of sufficient numbers to catch up with
2019 in all markets; Italy is the honourable exception.
In total PTW terms, the Italian data to the end of May 2021 (from ANCMA) shows
the Italian market at 127,324 units (up +87.7% compared to 2020), and for Spain
the figure through May is 69,854 units (up +39.07%), also through May. 
For Germany, the data shows growth of +6.31% compared to 2020 at 64,549
units for January through April, and for the UK, total PTW registrations are put
at +16.95%, also through April (29,558 units).
Clearly the Italian figure is a COVID catch-up drive aberration, and the other

percentages also reflect lapping the lockdown sales results from mid-March
onwards last year, so can't be assumed to yet represent 'boom time' for a dealer
community that is having to look for new inventory down the back of the sofa.
At peak selling time too!
In three out of those four cases, the data for the four or five month periods reported
so far for 2021 still lags the corresponding periods in 2019 and in most cases,
seriously so.  
Another insight comes from the data for Japanese made PTWs being exported to
Europe from the domestic Honda, Yamaha, Kawasaki and Suzuki factories. For the
period to April 2021, total PTW exports to Europe are said to have been up by
+12.58% at 82,130 units for the first four months of 2021.
That compares to 72,995 units for the same period in 2020 and 73,509 for 2019.
Clearly, the inventory coming into Europe is Euro 5 compliant and represents a
modest production bounce in data that has been headed south in an apparent
death spiral ever since 2004.
All this is playing out against a background of ferocious aftermarket vendor

consolidation. The major distributors (especially) are
seeking to add to critical mass.
Breda, Netherlands based Parts Distribution Group (PDG -
the Hoco Parts and DC Afam owner) has had a voracious
appetite, having been especially acquisitive in the UK. Its
latest deal saw the acquisition of Dutch custom parts giant
Motorcycle Storehouse.
Meanwhile, with the backing of the family-controlled

Kontich, Belgium based Alcopa concern, BIHR - the Bartenheim, France based
distribution business (founded in 1975 by Cyrille Bihr) - has also been busy in the
UK. The Moto Direct/RST apparel owner recently added off-road strength in depth,
buying Race FX and announced that it had acquired 100% of the shares in
Hamburg based Paaschburg & Wunderlich just as this edition was closing for press.
The market sentiment is that this is a process that has not finished yet. Further
acquisitions will be confirmed in the next 24 to 36 months, as distributors,
manufacturers and brand owners look to strengthen their access to international
markets and diversify product ranges.
The underlying equity that many such deals are focused on acquiring at this time
is access to dealer networks and logistics capacity. Brick and mortar showroom
floor real estate and online mail order platform storefronts are the reserve currency
of the 21st century as we head towards our glorious electric future.
In which connection, do go back and read our February/March report about the work
of the Connected Motorcycle Consortium if you missed it, and check out our 'Tipping
Point' news feature by Ben Purvis - and the report about new Honda President Toshihiro
Mibe's first speech - both in this edition.
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Expanding the Duo concept

In the past, solar chargers
have been a reluctant
purchase for many - not
only are they more
expensive than a
comparative AC powered
battery charger, but many
also find that the lack of
information and feedback
during charging is
discouraging.
The typical solar charger
does not indicate charge
progress, how fast it is
charging, if at all, and
then (literally) at the end
of the day, how much
charge the battery
received.  
TecMate's solar chargers
have changed that - the
smart controller answers
all those questions.
When the sun is up, you
can follow charge
progress on the LED
control panel; when the
sun is down, even in the
dark of night, the same
LED panel displays how much
charge the battery is holding. 
And now its solar chargers have
made it even easier - there is no
need to think what battery you
want to charge. The latest
OptiMate combination charger
and battery monitor
automatically saves, charges
and maintains both 12V lead-
acid (Pb) and 12.8V/13.2V
Lithium Ferrous Phosphate (LFP)
batteries. 
When charging, the controller
optimises power output
according to incoming sun
power. So, on a cloudy day it
collects that slow incoming
power and delivers pulses of
charge that are more effective
than a very slow trickle of
current; in full sun it delivers
continuous power, i.e. the
fastest charge.  
TecMate offers different sizes of

OptiMate SOLAR DUO chargers -
10W is the entry level and ideal
for smaller batteries, delivering
0.6A on average. The OptiMate
SOLAR DUO 20W model is ideal
for larger battery maintenance,

even that of a car or pickup
truck - delivering 1.2A on
average. 
The OptiMate SOLAR DUO 40W
models deliver 2.4A (average)
to 3.3A (max.), great for faster
charging next to the track or
out in the middle of nowhere on
a riding adventure. 
Martin Human, CEO/CTO of
TecMate, says: "We can all
agree that no one really cares
about their battery until it's
dead. Then they might wonder
what battery is in the vehicle
and how it needs to be charged
- but only then!
"We've made that part
extremely easy - all you have to
do is connect an OptiMate
SOLAR DUO charger to your
battery, point the panel to the
sun, and the 'no brainer' solar
maintainer does the rest! Plus,
at night the monitor mode will
tell you how far it got. Smart
solar charging has arrived!"
www.tecmate.com
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Canadian powersports vehicle
manufacturer BRP (Bombardier
Recreational Products) has
announced that it intends to offer
electric models in all product lines by
the end of 2026. To achieve this, it
will invest $300m in product
development. The company's
subsidiary Rotax (Gunskirchen,
Austria) is developing a modular
electric power pack technology for
use in all product lines. 

Energica has signed a new
technological partnership with
Reinova - a fellow Italian 'Motor
Valley' business that is an
"innovative Centre for
Excellence" specialised in the
development and validation of
components for sustainable
mobility electric and hybrid
powertrains".  The three-year
agreement will focus on an
"industrial partnership that aims
at developing technological
tests for the development and
validation of e-mobility
components - which also include
modules and batteries".

In the first quarter 2021, total
motorcycle market sales in China
were 3.7m units, up 28.2%
compared with 2020 (when February
sales dropped due to COVID-19) and
12.9% compared to 2019. Electric
vehicles represent more than 50% of
the total market, which are forecast
to reach a new all-time record for the
end of 2021.

A reimagined Motor Bike Expo
(MBE) finally looks set to be
held at Verona in northern Italy
on June 18-20. The event will
leverage its switch from its
usual January date to exploit the
better riding weather with
secure in-show parking and
outdoor activities, including
demo rides.

Swiss born Moto3 rider Jason
Dupasquier (19) died in hospital on
Sunday May 30 following a serious
incident in the Moto3 Qualifying 2
session at the Gran Premio d’Italia
Oakley. He was involved in a multi-
rider incident between Turns 9 and
10, with the session Red Flagged
thereafter. FIM Medical Intervention
Vehicles arrived at the site
immediately and the Swiss rider was
attended to on track before being
transferred by medical helicopter, in a
stable state, to a hospital in Florence,
but he sadly succumbed to his
injuries.
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recognised internationally, especially
the LSL programme of high quality,
design-led custom parts. Bihr will add
considerable added dimension to
P&W though, espec ia l ly
internationally.
The company distributes rider gear,
custom accessories and spare parts,
workshop equipment and service
items, including tyres. Its markets
stretch from motorcycles and scooters
to off-road products - from MX and
Enduro to ATV and UTV vehicle
products.  
Founded in 1975 by Cyrille Bihr, Bihr is
present in over 15 countries. Its
portfolio comprises about 250 brands

and 200,000 items distributed
through a network of 12,000 active
dealers.
Bihr employs some 680 people,
including 74 in-house sales
representatives and 35 customer
service representatives. 
"From the outset, the strength and
foundation of our success has been
based on comprehensive services and
first-class logistics. With a total storage
area of more than 51,000 m2 spread
over six warehouses, Bihr can supply
almost all dealers in Europe within 24
hours," said Christophe Piron.
In Germany, Bihr will operate under
two commercial names - its existing
Bihr sales subsidiary and Paaschburg
&Wunderlich powered by Bihr.

<<< Continued from cover

Dr. Oliver Moosmayer, left, with Bihr CEO Christophe Piron

Managing inflation in production
DJ Maughfling, CEO at
Supersprox, read the piece we
published last month (by
Elisabetta Quadrini at Newfren,
Turin) with interest - as did
many other vendors. Her piece
was about the supply chain
difficulties being experienced as
manufacturers run to keep up
with product demand.
DJ told IDN: "Many production
companies in the motorcycle
industry are experiencing a
massive surge in orders. On the
face of this, it seems like an
excellent opportunity to
maximise productivity and
reduce operational costs,
resulting in healthy profits. 
"Often the reality of the
situation over the past five
months has not been meeting
expectations though because of
exceptional growth in raw
material prices. To take an
example that we here at
Supersprox have seen in steel
prices - the price of steel has
risen from € 580 per ton in
January 2021 to € 1,075 in May,
with further increases
predicted. 
"Even when the price of iron
ore is decreasing and the
London Metal Exchange (LME)

shows a decreasing price graph,
the reality is that the market is
under capacity and steel
producers are able to take
advantage of the profits in the
short term."
DJ says that it is currently very
difficult to increase prices, with
many producers waiting to see
how their competitors are going
to react first, while, all the time,
production costs creep up.
Supersprox has decided to take
a different approach in relation
to the price increase pressure.
By focusing on bringing further
process inhouse, it can reduce
costs and compensate, to some
degree, the growing price trend.
This allows the company to
grow volume capacity by
creating a leaner structure.
"To meet the need for cost
reduction, we have purchased
an additional building in
Ukraine, close to our sprocket
factory, and we are in the
process of modernising it and
setting up a zinc processing line,
the goal being to be able to
finish our sprockets completely
ourselves. 
"We will be able to reduce

production costs by
moving the labour
involvement from
Poland to Ukraine,
where labour costs
are still at least 40%
lower. In addition, it
will be possible to
process parts on a
daily basis - instead
of the current 14
day batch and
queue process - and
we will then be able
to make all the
finishing process in
Ukraine instead of Poland. Time
is money - combining these two
steps will save six weeks from
our annual production cycle."
Supersprox plans to have the
plant installed by the end of
2021 and start testing as soon
as the system is online. 
DJ went on to tell us that in his
view, lowering the cost of
production is critical for
companies at this time of high
inflation. "With the changes in
China production and the high
demand from local Chinese OEM

motorcycle producers, the
European production is looking
more and more realistic." 
Supersprox already claims to
have a production cost for small
runs that is the same as the
going rate in China, and DJ is of
the view that "with the current
difficulties in buying from
China, there is a window of
opportunity to bring back some
part of the medium volumes
and more complex production
to Europe."
www.supersprox.com

Steel prices on the LME 2021
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BS Battery and Sherco
forge new partnership 
French battery manufacturer BS
Battery has announced a new
partnership with French motorcycle
manufacturer Sherco.
BS Battery is now to be the official
supplier for all Sherco motorcycles,
which further reinforces the strong
position that BS Battery already has as
an OEM battery-of-choice.
In additional news, BS and Sherco
have agreed on a three-year
sponsorship contract that will see BS
supporting Sherco in all its racing
activities. 
Benjamin Sebban, General Manager
of BS Battery, said: "We are very happy
about this French/French partnership -
we were looking to find a foothold in
the off-road sector for some time and
collaboration with Sherco is a great
opportunity for us. BS is now present
in MotoGP, WorldSSP and Off-Road
race categories.
"To become an OEM supplier with our
lithium technology is really a great
achievement for us - especially with
one of the most important Enduro
manufacturers. This collaboration will
enable us to develop and strengthen
our products as Sherco will be using
them in competition."
Located in France (Nîmes) and once
known purely for its leading trials bike
designs, Sherco Motorcycles has also
been designing and manufacturing a
wide range of different types of off-
road capable machines - such as
Enduro, Supermotard, leisure and 50
cc models - since 1998. 
Sherco is currently the "fastest
growing off-road motorcycle

company" in the market, exporting to
over 75 countries.
Approved by the Sherco engineering
teams, BS products have been
validated for performance, technology
and safety. As original parts, its lithium
BSLi-02 battery will now be standard
equipment on several Sherco models,
including its popular Enduro
machines. 
BS Battery will also be an official
partner of the Sherco Factory Team
until 2024 - attending to many
international championships such as
EnduroGP, Extreme Enduro, Rally-raid
and X-trial and TrialGP.
Thomas Teissier, CEO for Sherco
Motorcycles, commented: "BS Battery

is already a recognised battery
manufacturer around the world, and
we are very happy to be collaborating
with such a world class partner.
"On a technological level, they bring
us a very positive development with
their light and innovative lithium-ion
motorcycle battery range - designed
for riders that are looking for higher
performance in competition."
www.bs-battery.com
www.sherco.com 
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Cardo Systems founder and co-
owner Dr. Abraham Glezerman
and his existing investor, Israeli
tech investor Fortissimo Capital,
have sold the Tel Aviv business
to London based EMK Capital.

Modena based electric sport bike
manufacturer Energica says its sales
increased 91% in 2020. Additionally,
the company has a new strategic
partner in the shape of NASDAQ
listed e-mobility investment specialist
Ideanomics, who has provided some
€ 15m to fund the next stages of
product development and growth.

The biennial Tokyo Motor Show
has been cancelled for the first
time in its 67-year history. First
staged in 1954, it drew 1.3m
visitors in 2019 and had been
due to be staged again in
October this year. Japan is facing
a surge in COVID-19 cases,
driven by more infectious
variants of the virus, and was
expected to declare a state of
emergency for Tokyo, Osaka and
two other prefectures from 25
April to 11 May.

In contrast, April saw the world's first
major global car exhibition go ahead
since the start of the pandemic. Auto
Shanghai 2021, the biggest motor
show in China, was open to the
public but with attendees having to
take COVID-19 tests to gain entry.
Described as a "Petri dish for Electric
Vehicles", the show is a bellwether
for the change of direction the car
industry and its shows are taking.
Some 1.3m EVs were sold in China in
2020 - around 40% of the global
market.

http://www.surlfexclutches.com


http://www.apracing-mc.com
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Surflex, Italy - declared
a "Historic Brand'
Italian clutch specialist Surflex
has been granted 'Marchio
Storico' - the "Italian historic
mark" - recognising its 70 years
as a motorcycle component
manufacturer.
Surflex was the first Italian
company to produce clutches
for motorcycle use, and it is still
the only one dealing mainly in
clutches to fit motorcycles, and
the only one still producing
completely and exclusively in its
Italian facilities from the design
to the production, with in-house
engineered equipment and
tools.
Those 70 years have resulted in
a range of 15,000 clutch
components for motorcycles
dating back to 1920, right up to
2021 models, from discs to
complete clutches - often
developed in close design and
testing co-operation with
motorcycle manufacturers.
Clutch assemblies for classic
bikes are still produced, using
updated tooling and
manufacturing technologies in
order to provide older bikes
with the same grade of
replacements and upgrades
offered for contemporary and
late model machines.
Surflex also manufactures
replacements and OEM
upgrades using more than 300
different friction materials -
organic, semi-metallic and
metal powder sintered, all three
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The first disc, Vespa disc with cork inserts 88M2

The most sophisticated, anti-hop clutch for Ducati C1583
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Internationally respected vehicle
and performance engineer
Ricardo has opened an
Electrified Propulsion Research
Centre (EPRC) as a global centre
of excellence for electrified
transport engineering. "It is
enabling the research and
development of the next
generation of electrified
vehicles, from component level
subsystems to fully integrated
powertrain." It is servicing
vehicles across all platforms
including automotive,
commercial vehicle, defence,
industrial and off-highway, high
performance and motorsport,
and motorcycle.

Figueres-based Spanish moped and
off-road motorcycle manufacturer
Rieju has announced the death of its
84-year old former president Jordi
Riera Baró. The business was founded
by his father Luis Riera Carré. Riera
joined in 1968 and when he
succeeded as president, he
subsequently masterminded its
expansion and development into
being a major international player in
the small displacement market with
distributors in some 40 countries.

Kawasaki Racing Team and
Catalan brake system specialist
J.Juan have signed a new two
year deal to extend their eight
year technical partnership for
the 2021 and 2022 seasons. In
those eight years, KRT has won
seven WorldSBK championships
and six manufacturer titles, with
J.Juan supplying the KRT WSBK
team with mesh type hydraulic
hoses.

http://www.puig.tv


in application-specific
formulations.
Special clutch components are
made in precision CNC-
machined high-strength,
lightweight Ergal (7075 zinc
aluminium alloy); complete anti-
hop clutches made to an
exclusive and patented Surflex
design; and among its specialty
output are a small range of rare
pads and sintered pads for trial
races - such is its commitment

to and pedigree in the
motorcycle market.
The 'Marchio Storico' - the
"Italian historic mark" - is no
'small thing' - it is considered a
highly prestigious accolade and
is only ever granted to the most
respected Italian manufacturers
- those who have made
significant contributions to
Italian industry and commerce
over several decades.
www.surflex.it

news ROOM

The first upgrade, Aermacchi
sintered S1086_B

The latest upgrade, BMW K1200 S2468
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The most refined, new upgrade for Beta Trial S2693_B

www.idnmag.com

http://www.matrisdampers.com
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GALFER has the endurance
Spanish brake components
specialist GALFER is to continue
to be the "official products of
choice" for the 2021 Borilli FIM
EnduroGP World Championship.
Continuing its expansion plans
for international markets,
GALFER is well-known and highly
regarded in the international off-
road market for its high-quality,
high-performance, durable
products and technology. Its
precision engineering and
rigorous quality control has
meant that GALFER has been the
primary choice of top EnduroGP
riders and teams for many years.
"This is why current world
champions Steve Holcombe and
Brad Freeman (both Beta
Factory Enduro Team riders)
have been using Disc Wave and
Sinter Racing G1396 brake pads
for their bikes for several years
now," says International Sales
Director Ivo Bristot.
"Between them they have won
nine Enduro world titles in the
last five seasons, always using
GALFER products.

"Our brand is the number one
choice for many internationally
renowned teams and riders -
such as the TM Boano Factory
Racing Team, with riders Matteo
Cavallo, Wil Ruprecht, Lorenzo
Macoritto and Matteo Pavoni,
the Fantic d'Arpa Racing Team
and the WP Eric Augé Team.
"The Enduro discipline includes
highly technical and demanding

races in which a robust braking
system is fundamental for riders
to be able to handle all types of
terrain and weather conditions.
Our components are proven to
guarantee maximum
performance in terms of
modularity and braking power -
which is key to success."
www.galfer.eu
www.endurogp.com

FIM ENDURO GP 2021 CALENDAR:
18-20 June: Portuguese GP (Marco de Canaveses)

25-27 June: Italian GP (Edolo)

16-18 July: Estonian GP (Saaremaa)

22-24 July: Swedish GP (Skövde)

08-10 October: German GP (Zschopau)

15-17 October: French GP (Langeac)

Ivo Bristot, International 
Sales Director
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NEWS
BRIEFS
BDN has reported the death of
leading British Norton specialist and
former Norton, Triumph and Suzuki
dealer Mick Hemmings at the age of
77. "Hemmings built up a reputation
second to none in the Norton world.
Among his many claims to fame, the
late Norton works rider Peter Williams
chose Hemmings to build the engines
and gearboxes for his limited run of
five £70,000 replicas of the 1973
Norton John Player monocoque racer,
starting in 2014. Apart from two
years, Hemmings spent his 62-year
working life in the motorcycle trade
and didn't close his Hemmings
Motorcycles business until 2015.

April 10th and 11th saw some
25,000 bikers in France and
Belgium protesting the EU
decision to finally mandate
standardised technical
monitoring standards for
motorcycles across the region.
Finland, Ireland and the
Netherlands have already
rejected the introduction of the
Periodic Technical Inspection
(PTI). The present testing regime
in EU nations is variable, with
some countries not requiring
such checks at all. The EU claims
a causal link between
motorcycle technical standards
and accident rates - something
that is hotly contested by riders
and some researchers alike.

Responding to the inflationary
pressures from freight and materials
issues, tyre maker Mitas has become
the first manufacturer in Europe to
publicly confirm that "unprecedented
raw material and logistic cost
increases" has led it to announce
price increases of between 4.5% and
7.5% on its two wheel and specialty
tyres. Production plants of Mitas tyres
are located in Prague, Zlín and
Otrokovice in the Czech Republic, in
Serbia, Slovenia, and in the USA at
Charles City in Iowa.

http://www.mivv.com
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British controls specialist Venhill
Engineering offers dealers access to
one of the largest ranges of cables, for
one of the largest selections of makes
and models available from anyone in
Europe.
From late models to classics, Venhill
precision-manufactures all its products
in-house at its UK factory, with sales
growing fast again this year. Last year
saw additional staff hired and an extra
shift added in order to meet demand.
New owner Simon Kennedy told IDN
that he has openings for additional
importers/distributors in selected
markets.
"The sales growth the business is
experiencing means that we need
additional distributors to fill sales gaps
in certain markets. For export sales it
has always been Venhill's preference to
work with importers who know their
markets. 
"Our range is one that can help drive
dealer sign-ups, and the new
partnerships we are able to create
work well for all concerned. This is an
exciting time for new distributors to get
involved - the company has introduced
a new product every day for the past
1,000 days," says Simon.
Founded in 1970, Venhill is sometimes
the only source for cables for some
models from the 1970s, 1980s and
1990s, because even if they don't have
a fitment 'on the shelf' they are quickly
able to build to order.
"Fifty years as a controls specialist
makes Venhill unique," says Simon.
"We have a huge - and constantly
expanding - range of replacement
hydraulic hoses and cables for
'practical classics' as well as the most
popular current makes and models,
with new applications being added
every month.
"A simple and cost-effective way to
upgrade a machine, control cables are
established front line replacements
and upgrades for current, retro and

classic models. With Europe's pre-
owned motorcycle market burgeoning
as supply chain issues continue to
choke off inferior Asian imports, our
inventory and production flexibility has
become Europe's 'go-to' source."
Precision-made in its UK factory,
Venhill's Powerhose Plus hydraulic
hoses and Featherlight cables feature
the latest materials and construction
for modern levels of performance,
reliability and durability.
Powerhose Plus hoses have a heat and
expansion-resistant Teflon core, for
more efficient fluid flow and increased
braking force. TÜV (and DOT)
approved, each hose length is fitted
with a stainless steel swivel nut, so it is
easy to position the hose correctly.
Venhill's durable Featherlight cables
feature marine-grade stainless steel
inner wire for minimum stretch - with
a low-friction PTFE liner for a smoother
and lighter action. 
Each kit is model-specific and easy to
identify using its online Part Finder -
Venhill cables and hoses are produced
in a wide range of colours and Venhill's
experienced engineers also provide a
bespoke custom build service for those
with special requirements. 
www.venhill.co.uk

Simon Kennedy (centre) has joined Venhill Engineering as Managing Director,
taking over from Max and Lisa Adams, who have run the business for the past
20 years. Operations Manager Martin Bradfield (left) and Purchasing Manager
Dean Freeman remain in position, ensuring a smooth transition.

Powerhose Plus 
brake lines: precision-manufactured
in-house by Venhill in the UK - TÜV
approved. 

Featherlight cables: 
marine-grade stainless steel inner
wire, low friction PTFE.

Venhill distribution
opportunities

http://www.kappamoto.com
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The Lightech story
Based near Treviso in northern Italy,
Fabrizio Furlan created Lightech in
1997 with the objective to leverage his
family’s extensive manufacturing
expertise in motorcycle racing. 
Working closely with elite teams in the
World Superbike Championship,
MotoGP, 125 GP and Moto2 allowed
Lightech to very quickly establish itself
as a leader in the design and production
of high quality, precision Italian made,
technologically advanced motorcycle
performance parts and accessories.
Today, Lightech has 2,500 sq m, of
which 1,400 are dedicated to
production, with sophisticated CNC
and other machines; a 600 sq m storage
area from where it ships worldwide and
a well-equipped 50 sq m in-house R&D
department where engineers use state-
of-the-art computer-assisted design
(CAD) and computer-assisted
manufacturing (CAM) programmes.
Lightech has a huge product range -
with over 7,000 Ergal products (high
strength, lightweight 7075 zinc-
aluminium alloy), manufactured in
seven different colours, and over 400
individual titanium parts and a host of
accessories. The company has more
than 1,500 authorised dealers in Italy
and distributors in 50 countries and
employs around 20 people. 
"Lightech positions itself in the market
as a company that has evolved in terms
of products, structure and mentality
with a clear future perspective that has
adapted to the evolutions of the market
itself," explains Sheila Zaccaron,
International Export Sales Manager.
"There are always challenges," she
says, with recent issues including the
impact of online sales and design
counterfeiting. "I think most companies
which position themselves at the top
end of the market and have good
reputations for quality production and
good designs have been facing the
same issues for the past decade.
"But we have managed to deal with
such difficulties, though we must
always stay vigilant, and no business
can ever take its hard-earned position
for granted. We all have to earn the right
to succeed every year, and that is the
best way to deal with challenges."
Lightech uses a qualified traditional
sales network, consisting
of spare parts dealers,
specialised workshops,
preparers and
dealerships, all with
adequate skills for the
distribution of a very
technical product -
"dealers who are able to
give their customers the
kind of professional
technical assistance

that is sometimes needed - for us here
at Lightech the safety of the rider always
comes first.
"We also use carefully selected online
sales channels through strong
partnerships and collaborations with
the best sellers on the web - those who
the public trusts and have emerged as
the reference sector.
"However, in doing so we have made
sure that we are able to keep control of
pricing to prevent online becoming a
price-led, consignment selling race to
the bottom. Managed carefully, online

can complement dealer sales, but we
don't want it to compromise the
excellent job done by the industry's
'brick and mortar' dealerships and the
distributors they buy from. Their services
to riders are the heartbeat of the
industry.
"We have also focused on both the
economic and non-economic impacts
of the invasion of fake products. In
recent years, this has become an issue
that can not only damage the image of
the company itself, but of the market in
general, as these products are not of the

required quality and do not and
never will comply with
the safety rules.
"Lightech has therefore
invested heavily in the
registration of our
trademark, in many
countries of the world.
This also protects our
distributors (and their
dealers), and we have
carr ied out

precautionary seizures against shops
that were not part of the official sales
network - shops that offered illegal
copies of our product designs. 
"The collaboration of the official
Lightech dealers and distributors has
been fundamental in this and their
feedback to us and ability to increase
the awareness of the final consumer
has been and will remain critical.
"Another important feature of Lightech
(except for two products that are made
abroad) is the fact that our production
is 'Made in Italy' - that has always been
a must for us, and we are proud that it
is a reference on the world market."
Back in the 1990s, the products that
gave Lightech its start and helped build
its reputation were hardware items
(fasteners). The "screws and bolts are
what got us started, but if I had to select
one product that more fully represents
the Lightech of today, it would have to
be the track system rearset - an
exclusive TÜV certified product that
combines functionality, customisation,
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Ducati Sporting Director Paolo
Ciabatti has confirmed that they
are currently in negotiations
with both VR46 and Gresini
Racing to replace Avintia
Esponsorama as its second
independent team in 2022.
Valentino Rossi's VR46 concern
already holds 50% of the Avintia
Esponsorama garage after
securing a deal late in 2020 in
order to confirm a seat on the
premier class grid for Luca
Marini. However, with Gresini
Racing's split from Aprilia and
their intention to continue in
2022 confirmed, they are now
also in talks with Ducati over
replacing the Andorran squad.

Vespa, Moto Guzzi and Aprilia owner
Piaggio's Boston based 'Fast Forward'
(PFF - "a leader in smart following
technology") has entered into a
proof-of-concept collaboration with
NASDAQ listed Trimble (Sunnyvale,
California) to enable robots and
machines to follow humans and other
machines in industrial applications.
The companies have integrated a
patent-pending PFFtag smart
following module prototype
developed by PFF onto a Boston
Dynamics' 'Spot' robot platform
controlled by Trimble's advanced
positioning technology.

German accessory manufacturer
SW-Motech (Rauschenberg,
central Germany) has postponed
its planned Open-House from
mid-June 2021 to September
17th to 19th.

Walking back prior (2019) remarks by
CEO Claudio Domenicali, Ducati's VP
of Global Sales and Board Member
Francesca Milicia appears to be
suggesting that its membership of the
Volkswagen Audi Group (VAG) might
give Ducati an opportunity to
prioritise exploring synthetic gasoline
rather than electric power as its initial
pathway to reduced emissions. "Will
we produce an electric Ducati soon?
No. We are also looking carefully at
other solutions for zero or minimal
emissions, such as synthetic fuel.
Other brands in our group such as
Porsche are looking at it and it's
something we are looking at in the
medium term." In fact, Ducati parent
company AUDI (along with Bosch) is
known to have been investing heavily
in prototype synthetic pump gas scale
production research since 2017.

The H-D Pan America 1250 has
garnered its first award - the
Best Bike award at the Bangkok
International Motor Show 2021.
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Fabrizio Furlan created 
Lightech in 1997
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Get on RIMS Racing
with Newfren
by Elisabetta Quadrini 

Pandemic, raw material prices rising
to the highest levels ever recorded,
unpredictable and uncontrollable
times for sea freight goods - there are
a lot of potential "negatives" affecting
the motorcycle industry this year.
The world of two wheels, however, is
animated by the spirit of those who,
even after a fall, want to get up with a
smile and aim for the top step of the
podium.
The motorcycle industry is driven by
passion - and this is what has driven
our company since it was founded
more than 60 years ago. Every day
Newfren staff work hard to build new
opportunities, trying to find the tools
to allow us to get close to the fans and
see the glass as half full.
So, here we are, presenting something
unique and special, with the pride of
having been chosen for the Made in
Italy quality that distinguishes our
products and our brand.

Get on RIMS Racing with us.
RIMS Racing is the first motorcycle
simulation video game that combines
a realistic driving challenge with
engineering and mechanics.
Developed by RaceWard Studio for
Playstation4, Playstation5, Xbox One,
Xbox Series, Series X | S, Nintendo
Switch and PC, #RimsRacing will be
out on August 19th.
By riding the most powerful
motorcycles in the world, you can
optimise the performance by
replacing parts and analysing data in
real time.
Newfren brake discs and brake pads
are available for gamers to experience
the performance of a high-quality
product on the screen. Get ready to fit
Newfren products on your dream
bike! View the gameplay trailer on
YouTube #RimsRacing or follow the
action on Facebook and Twitter. 
www.newfren.com

design and aesthetic research."`
"The chain adjuster, a very technical
product, complex and designed to
withstand the high powers of today's
super sports bikes, is also important to us
and to our distributors and their dealers,
but the range now stretches from licence
plate holders (with exclusive and
approved components), our advanced
design lever kits, crankcase and frame
guards, right through to fuel caps,

accessories such as handlebar balancers
and swingarm spools, stands, carbon
parts and lots more.
"It has been quite a journey and we
continue to grow and innovate. Quality
counts for Lightech and all our focus is
always on pushing ourselves to being
able to design and manufacture ever
better, ever more reliable and durable
products," concluded Sheila.
www.lightech.it

http://www.twinair.com
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Suzuki has reported net motorcycle
sales revenue and unit sales
considerably down for the 12 months
of its financial year ending March 31st,
2021 (its '2020' financial year) but, in
the context of its prior performances
on higher unit volumes and revenue,
the company has acted decisively to
control costs, defend (indeed improve)
its 'bottom line' and give itself a robust
foundation for the coming months and
years.
At 206.5bn yen, net sales in its
motorcycle business were down by 
-14.9% (-36.1bn yen) for the 12-
month period - due in large part to a

decline in unit sales that was most
pronounced in April to June 2020 and
the effect on model mix revenue
generation of declines being most
pronounced in its sales of large
displacement motorcycles. Sales of
smaller displacement machines didn't
escape unscathed though - sales were
down in markets such as India and the
ASAN countries.
However, segment operating profit
increased strongly at 2.6bn yen - up by
1.9bn yen year-on-year (+271%), with
Suzuki citing decreased expenses and
improved motorcycle quality as the
principal drivers.

Suzuki 

in 1,000 units FY '19 FY '20 Change % Change
Japan 49 51 +2 +4.5
Overseas total 1,661 1,484 -177 -10.7
Europe 41 39 -3 -6.5
North America 35 46 +11 +32.4
Asia total 1,404 1,225 -179 -12.8
India 692 557 -135 -19.5
China 302 374 +72 +23.7
Philippines 194 136 -57 -29.6
Indonesia 62 26 -36 -57.9
Other 154 132 -22 -14.6

Sales total 1,709 1,535 -175 -10.2

Suzuki global motorcycle & ATV sales 

2022 GSX-S1000
By Ben Purvis

Having already worked magic by
creating the Katana and V-Strom 1050
from existing parts, Suzuki has turned
its attention to the GSX-S1000 for
2022.
Under the skin, the latest GSX-S1000 is
very much an evolution of its
predecessor. The chassis is a carry-over,
as are the suspension, wheels and
brakes, while the engine has tweaks to
meet the latest Euro 5 emissions limits,
but remains largely the same as the old
model. 
That is no bad thing as it is a descendent
of the legendary 2005 GSX-R1000 K5
engine. The Euro 5 tweaks include new
cams and valve springs, revised throttle
bodies and new airbox and exhaust. 

Power is pegged at 150 hp, up a couple
on last year's model, and now arrives at
11,000 rpm instead of 10,000 rpm. On
the flipside, the fuel consumption is
worse than before, dropping from 53.3
mpg to 46.3 mpg, although Suzuki has
increased the tank size from 17 l to 
19 l to compensate. A bi-directional
quickshifter comes as standard for
2022, along with a one-touch starter
and an anti-stall system that
automatically increases revs as the
clutch is let in.
The styling is all flat surfaces and razor
edges. Suzuki has shifted the visual
mass of the bike forwards, while the
new stacked headlight unit is sunk back
between jutting side panels. 
The GSX-S1000 reaches dealers in June
and will cost less than the MT-10 and
the CB1000R Plus.

PIERER Mobility - the KTM, Husqvarna
and GasGas parent company -
announced record Q1 2021 revenues
at € 509m, driven by "high global
demand for powered two-wheelers
(PTWs)". This represented a +82%
increase over the € 278.9m recorded
for the year-ago quarter.
"Despite ongoing supply chain
challenges, a total of 106,453 vehicles
(Q1 2020: 59,168) were sold
worldwide, including 87,197

motorcycles (Q1 2020: 49,869 units)
of the KTM, Husqvarna and GasGas
brands and 19,256 R RAYMON and
Husqvarna brand e-bikes (Q1 2020:
9,299 units) - an increase of +80%
over the same period of the previous
year. This is associated with a
significant increase in global market
shares.
"In Europe, 53,971 motorcycles and e-
bikes were sold during the period
(+79% over the same period of the

previous year). Growth was
particularly strong in North America,
where 12,637 motorcycles were sold,
up by +145% over the same period of
the previous year. A similar trend was
seen in Australia, with an increase of
+109% and a total of 4,357 units
sold.
In India, despite the ongoing difficult
conditions related to the COVID-19
crisis, sales increased by +24% to
20,712 motorcycles.
Since the beginning of 2021, the
PIERER Mobility Group has increased
its headcount by 130 people to 4,730
and is still looking for employees in all
areas. As part of its apprenticeship
offensive, 65 more apprentices will
start their training in this year. In total,
the group is training 190 apprentices.
"Despite the ongoing COVID-19
related supply chain challenges, the
outlook remains positive, and the
Executive Board raises the revenue
guidance for the 2021 financial year to
between € 1,850m and € 1,950m
(previous revenue guidance 2021: 
€ 1,800m to € 1,900m).

PIERER Mobility :
Record growth in Q1

The new KTM 1290 Super Adventure S
will represent a third standard/base
entry level 1290 cc Super Adventure
model when it is unveiled later in 2021.

Designed as the "ultimate tribute to
the iconic Red Bull Erzbergrodeo in
Austria", this special edition KTM
300 EXC TPI ERZBERG RODEO has
been built with the sole purpose to
conquer the Iron Giant - "it is built
to power through the toughest
terrain with extreme agility and
ease". Won in 2020 by WESS Enduro
World Champion Manuel
Lettenbichler, KTM’s relationship
with the race dates back to the
event's inception in 1995 - with KTM
riders taking no less than 16 wins
since then. Getting the power down
and keeping it there is key to
extreme Enduro racing and special
fitments for this 'maniac' special
edition include a Supersprox
'Stealth' rear sprocket and a
Metzeler 6 Days Extreme soft tyre
set-up.
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BMW Motorrad delivered 42,592
motorcycles and scooters to customers
worldwide in the first three months of
2021; at +22.5%, that was its best-
ever sales result for a first quarter. 
"This sales growth underpins BMW
Motorrad's successful growth
strategy. Its strong product offering
with a variety of different models and
the market launch of various new
products, both provide key elements
for the continued success of BMW
Motorrad".

Profit from BMW's motorcycle division
grew by a massive 87.5% for the first
quarter (up to € 135m from € 72m) as
the company lapped the pandemic-
induced collapse in sales seen
throughout the motorcycle industry in
Q1 of 2020. Gross profit from
motorcycle activities was € 188m (up
from € 129m for Q1 of 2020) on
revenues of € 753m (up from € 557m
in Q1 of 2021). Cost of sales was down
by €-565m from the €-428m
reduction seen in Q1 of 2020.

This is "Spirit of Passion" by Dirk Oehlerking (Kingston Custom,
Gelsenkirchen), one of the internationally recognised custom bike builders
chosen by BMW Motorrad for its "Soul Fuel" series of R18 custom build
interpretations.

BMW

Kawasaki has had a good year!
The company reported net sales
revenue for its motorcycle and
engine division down by just 
-0.3% (at 336.6bn yen) for its
full year to March 31st, 2021.
The company says it saw a
decrease in motorcycle sales for
Southeast Asia and an increase
in off-road vehicle sales in
North America.
Motorcycle sales revenue was
115.2bn yen for developed
markets; 67.4bn yen for
emerging markets, with 101.4bn
yen for ATV, UTV and PWC etc.,
and 53.5bn yen for general
purpose engine sales.
In unit sales terms, Japan was
down by -2,000 units at 16,000;
USA was down by 1,000 units at
54,000 units; Europe was down

heavily by 15,000 units to
58,000, with Australia up by
4,000 to 11,000 units.
In emerging markets, unit sales
were down heavily at 226,000
units (-111,000).

FY '19 FY '20 Change
Japan 19 16 -2
U.S. 55 54 -1
Canada 6 5 -1
Europe 74 58 -15
Australia 6 11 +4
Total 162 146 -15

Developed countries (thousand units)

Motorcycle wholesale
by country

FY '19 FY '20 Change
Brazil 8 9 0
Thailand 10 6 -3
Philippines 240 143 -96
Indonesia 51 30 -21
China 27 25 11
Others 11
Total 337 226 -111

Emerging countries (thousand units)
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Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. announced its
consolidated business results for the
first three months of fiscal year 2021
(the period to March 31st). 
Total corporate net sales were
444.1bn yen (+48.3bn yen/12.2%
compared with the same period of the
previous fiscal year). 
Sales grew due to rising demand for
commuter models and outdoor family
recreation in developed markets such
as North America; a recovery in the
motorcycle sector in emerging
markets; and ongoing capital
investment in China since last year.
Operating income grew significantly
thanks to the increase in net sales as

well as cost reductions that helped
absorb the effects of soaring logistics
and material costs.
In its Land Mobility Business
(motorcycles and related) net sales
were 290.4bn yen (+30.1bn
yen/11.6%); operating income was
19.9bn yen (+11.3bn yen/131.5%).
Motorcycle sales in developed markets
unit sales in Europe fell due to supply
delays from a shortage of shipping
containers, but unit sales, net sales and
profits grew overall thanks to
continued growth in demand
stemming from the booming outdoor
and family recreation sector seen
mainly in North America.
In emerging markets, unit sales
increased everywhere except
Indonesia, where the impacts of
COVID-19 remain significant. Unit
sales in Thailand, Taiwan, China and
Brazil have recovered to levels on par
with the first quarter of 2019. As a
result, sales and profits increased
accordingly.
Production of recreational vehicles
(ATV/UTV, snowmobiles etc.) has
fallen behind in response to the robust
demand due to a parts shortage, but
the ongoing growth in demand for
outdoor and family recreation since
last year resulted in higher unit sales.
Sales and profits with electrically
power-assisted bicycles increased due
to continued strong sales of complete
bicycles in Japan and E-kits for Europe.

CEO apologises
for delays
President & CEO of Yamaha Motor
Europe N.V., Eric de Seynes, has moved
to address the supply chain issues that
are supressing deliveries to its
European dealer network in a video
address to the market released by
Yamaha on April 29.
He starts by saying that "having
endured a difficult 2020 year, we
thought that the most complicated
part of the Coronavirus pandemic was
now behind us, both from a public
health perspective and that of
business.
"The initial outlook for 2021 was and
remains positive. Demand has been
recovering strongly since last summer,
supported by a strong and committed
dealer network - with many new
products expected to be delivered."
"Unfortunately," he says, "this is not
really the case now that we are getting
into the 2021 season, as the long-term
effects of the Coronavirus pandemic
on the supply chain are becoming
clear. These effects are making it
difficult to fulfil our key duty of making
enough products available to our
extensive dealer network.
"For the last ten months, the
availability of raw materials has
become an issue in many areas, such
as the semi-conductors required in the
manufacturing of our smart keys, ABS
braking system, ECU, etc. Shipping
goods overseas was a lso

problematical due to the very high
demand for many categories of
manufactured products, but these
issues have been made bigger right at
the start of the season by the
unexpected crisis in the Suez Canal,
involving the container ship the 'Ever
Given', which was transporting several
thousands of Yamaha products and
components."
He went on to say that "everybody
here at Yamaha, from procurement to
factory, through logistics and sales
teams, are working hard to minimise
the impact and to ensure that all
available products are delivered. 
Addressing Yamaha's customers
directly de Seynes said: "However, and
fortunately, the situation will improve
in the coming days, weeks and
months.

YZF-R7
By Ben Purvis
Setting aside the inevitable arguments
over whether a 73 hp twin should carry
the same name as the hallowed OW02
YZF-R7 homologation superbike,
Yamaha's latest entry to the
middleweight sports bike arena is
poised to breathe new life into a
beleaguered part of the market.
Yamaha's new R7 won't reach
European and UK dealers until
October, so the all-important price has
yet to be revealed, but there's a clue in
the firm's strategy in America, where
sales start in June. There, the R7 costs

around $3,000 below the RS660 and
roughly level with the CBR650R.
The R7 is heavily based on the well-
received MT-07 naked bike, with the
same Euro 5 parallel twin engine in a
steel frame with aluminium cross
braces around the swingarm pivot
area. At 188 kg wet, it's 4 kg heavier
than the MT-07, easily explained by
the addition of a fairing, but lower
gearing means its acceleration should
be quicker. The top speed is higher, too,
thanks to the MotoGP-inspired fairing
shape and the fact that the R7 is
Yamaha's slimmest sports bike -
narrower even than the R125 and R3
- to give a tiny frontal area.
Despite sharing many parts with the
MT-07, the R7 will have a distinct
character of its own. The low clip-ons
and rearset pegs give a completely
different riding position, and the forks
are new KYB 41 mm upside-downers,
adjustable for compression, rebound
and preload. The rear shock is also set
up specifically for the R7, while the
geometry is tweaked with a steeper
head angle and shorter wheelbase
than the MT-07, for quicker steering.

XSR125
By Ben Purvis
The trend for neo-retro bikes has a new
family member - the entry-level
Yamaha XSR125.
A clear rival for Honda's CB125R and
Husqvarna's new Svartpilen 125, the
Yamaha follows the same formula of
wrapping a modern, water-cooled
single and up-to-date chassis in styling
that evokes the past. 

Behind the oversized circular headlight
lies the frame and 15 hp variable-
valve-timed engine of the MT125 and
R125, but there's no surcharge for the
new styling - the XSR125 is actually a
little cheaper than the MT125. At 140
kg wet, it's a fraction lighter than its
sister models, too.
Both the lower weight and reduced
cost are likely to come from the down-
spec'd suspension, with 37 mm forks
instead of 41 mm units on the MT125
and R125. Yamaha's key rival, Honda's
CB125R, is both £250 cheaper and a
10 kg lighter, though, which could be
a hurdle to the XSR125's success.

Yamaha
THE BRADLEY REPORT
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New Norton management team
Following its acquisition of
Norton Motorcycles from
bankruptcy in April 2020, Indian
conglomerate TVS has finalised
senior management
appointments for "the next
phase of its transformation of
the historic British company"
following completion of its
move to a new 8,000 unit
annual capacity facility at
Birmingham, England, earlier
this year.
Sudarshan Venu, Joint Managing
Director of TVS Motor Company
(TVS), announced that Norton
Motorcycles will be led by
Robert Hentschel as Chief
Executive Officer and Vittorio
Urciuoli in the newly created
Chief Technology Officer
position.
One of the top five two-wheeler
manufacturers in the world, TVS
says Norton is "undergoing a
comprehensive transformation"
and is "being positioned for
future growth".
"The new leadership team
brings exceptional global
automotive leadership and
engineering experience,
including senior roles at
Ricardo, Ferrari and Lotus."
After playing a key role in
stabilising the company, ex-
Harley Europe Managing
Director John Russell will end
his tenure as Interim CEO at
Norton.
Hentschel joins Norton from
Valmet Automotive Holding
GmbH & Co KG, where he has
served as Managing Director

since 2017. Before that, he
headed Ricardo Deutschland
and Hentschel System and was
also Director of Lotus
Engineering. Vittorio Urciuoli's
former key roles within the
global automotive industry
include Director of URVI Ltd,
Head of Powertrain at Lotus
Cars and Project Leader at
Ferrari and Aprilia Racing.
Sudarshan Venu stated: "TVS
has created a plan for Norton to
transform into the future. The
brand will retain its core values
which will be interpreted in a
modern way for the customers
of today and tomorrow. Both
Hentschel and Urciuoli are
experienced engineers with
pedigree on the world stage.
Over the last 12 months, we

have ensured that our clear
strategy for the transformation
of Norton has been delivered
with significant improvements
to the product and the creation
of a world class manufacturing
facility in record time."
Norton was originally founded
in Birmingham, England, in
1898, by James Lansdowne
Norton as a manufacturer of
"fittings and parts for the two-
wheel trade". A Norton won the
Twin Cylinder class at the first
ever Isle of Man TT in 1907, and
there followed nearly 50 years
of growth and track success. The
1960s and since have not been
as kind to the Norton brand, but
long-suffering customers and
fans of the brand have high
hopes for stability, a return to
growth and some exciting new
models under TVS' ownership.

Chief Executive Officer 
Robert Hentschel

Chief Technology Officer
Vittorio Urciuoli

NEWS
BRIEFS
Yamaha and Dorna Sports have
signed a new agreement that
will see the Japanese company
continue as the official scooter
supplier to the FIM MotoGP
World Championship. Yamaha
first became the exclusive
scooter supplier for MotoGP in
2005. This new agreement
supplies Dorna with a fleet of 25
NMAX 125 scooters.

Suzuki Motor has signed with Dorna
Sports to extend its involvement in
the FIM MotoGP World
Championship from the 2022 season
to 2026 - continuing to race as Team
Suzuki Ecstar. Suzuki's racing story
began in 1960 with the Isle of Man
TT. Last year it celebrated its 100th
anniversary and 60 years in racing by
winning the riders' World
Championship with Joan Mir.

Dell'Orto remains the Official
Data Acquisition partner of the
FIM Enel MotoE World Cup. A
one-year contract extension
sees the Italian company remain
on board with MotoE until at
least 2022. Energica provides
the 'spec' bikes for the series
and Dell'Orto supplies a state-
of-the-art system including data
logger, inertial measurement
unit, tyre monitoring system and
suspension and brake sensors.

Acerbis is to continue as a WorldSBK
official sponsor for four more years.
Acerbis has been an official sponsor
of the MOTUL FIM Superbike World
Championship since 2013.

So
ur
ce
s: 
AM

D,
 ID

N,
 F
T, 
Re
ut
er
s, 
PS
B,
 M

PN
, B

DN
, M

CN
, A

P, 
Bl
oo
m
be
rg
, M

SN
W
, E
le
ct
re
k,
 e
le
ct
ric
m
ot
or
cy
cle

s.n
ew

s, 
Ri
de
Ap

ar
t.c
om

, M
ot
or
1.
co
m
, C

yc
le
 W

or
ld
, m

ot
or
bi
ke
w
rit
er
.c
om

http://www.bs-battery.com


THE BRADLEY REPORT

20 INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - JUNE/JULY 2021 www.idnmag.com

When you ask GBP £28,000 (approx.
€ 32k) plus VAT for a 250 cc twin, it's
clear you're not aiming at the mass
market - and in some ways that's the
most fascinating aspect of new British
brand Langen Motorcycles.
It is a company that wants a personal
relationship with each and every
customer rather than simply more and
more sales - one-on-one customer
service is part of the package.
Not that the firm's first offering isn't
interesting in its own right. After all,
the idea of a high-performance two-
stroke street bike is as long forgotten
as the millennium bug, and
conventional wisdom would suggest
it's a format that can't hope to achieve
modern emissions targets. 
Yet that is what Langen is offering,
basing its handmade creation, simply
called the Two Stroke, around a new V-
twin from Italian firm Vins Motors. 
Started by former Ferrari engineers,
Vins' engine uses direct fuel injection
to add petrol to the combustion
chamber after the exhaust port has
closed, preventing the usual 2-stroke
problem of unburnt fuel escaping into
the exhaust. It also has an additional
injector that squirts oil into the

crankcase, the ECU judging the perfect
amount depending on revs and
throttle opening.
Vins is hoping to achieve Euro 5
emissions standards with the engine
eventually, but at the moment Langen
is to use the UK's Single Vehicle
Approval rules to individually register
each bike. The first 100 bikes will be
made like this, and be limited to UK
customers, with a further 150 planned
for international markets - if there is
the demand and if the engine does get
Euro 5 approval. This second run will
also need a quieter exhaust and ABS,
both lacking on the initial UK-spec
models. Despite a mere 249.5 cc
capacity, the engine manages 75 bhp
and 33 lb-ft of torque, not hitting its
red line until 14,500 rpm. 

Langen is the brainchild of former
CCM chief engineer Christofer
Ratcliffe, so it's no surprise that the
bike's tubular frame and handmade
style bear some similarities to the CCM
Spitfire models. However, the Langen
is a much higher-spec machine, as
befits its price. The frame is aluminium,
not steel, and virtually every other
metal part is CNC-machined from
billet aluminium. 
The result is a weight of 114 kg,
although since every example will be
tailored to its owner's desires, from
colour to the position of the bars and
pegs, there's likely to be some
variation between individual
machines. Öhlins forks and twin K-
Tech shocks complete the spec, along
with HEL brake calipers.

Langen
By Ben Purvis

Ducati Q1 unit sales +33%
Ducati reports a Q1 2021
continuation of the upward
trend in results that was seen
with the second half of 2020.
It delivered 12,803 bikes from
January to March, recording an
increase in sales of +33%
compared to the same period in
2020; sales are also up 2%
compared to the first quarter of
2019.
Claudio Domenicali, Ducati CEO:
"The performance in the first
months of 2021 is certainly very
positive. Motorcycles delivered
to customers in the first quarter
of the year grew not only
compared to 2020, already
impacted by Covid, but also
compared to 2019. 
"Even more remarkable is the
size of the order portfolio
(motorcycles to be delivered) at
the end of the quarter, which is
the best-ever, with an
extraordinary 93% growth
compared to 2020 and +135%
compared to 2019. 
"Enthusiasts are appreciating
the 2021 range and the family
of Ducatisti is expanding. The

global market situation is
positive in the world of two
wheels, while the supply and
transport sectors are much
more complex, with delivery
delays and a shortage of
various raw materials. 
"This makes it difficult to
satisfy all the demand from our
passionate customers, but at
Ducati we are strongly
motivated to do everything we
can to reduce the inconvenience
caused by this situation. I want
to thank all the women and
men who, in Borgo Panigale and
in our subsidiaries around the
world, are working with great
commitment in this period of
high seasonality."

In the first quarter of 2021, Italy
confirmed its position as the
main market for Ducati with
2,354 motorcycles delivered,
followed by the USA with 1,723
and Germany with 1,275 units.
The Ducati Scrambler 800 range
is the best performing in the
quarter, while the Multistrada
V4 is the model most delivered
to customers, followed by the
Streetfighter V4.

Claudio Domenicali, Ducati CEO:
"The performance in the first
months of 2021 is certainly very
positive."

NEWS
BRIEFS
On the retirement of Arai's long-
serving distributor in southern
Ireland, MotoDirect, a British
distribution subsidiary of Bartenheim,
France based BIHR, has added the
Republic of Ireland to its exclusive
sales territory for Arai Helmets.
MotoDirect has been representing
Arai in the United Kingdom since
2012.

Ducati has presented the new
livery for the Hypermotard 950
SP and updated the entire
family to Euro 5 standard. "The
new livery recalls the world of
racing in its colours and that of
freestyle sports in its graphic
lines, underlining the dynamic
character of the bike". They are
expected in dealerships in May.

Dorna Sports has announced the
signing of an agreement with Aprilia
Racing to continue participation in
the FIM MotoGP World
Championship through 2026. From
the 2022 season, the RS-GP factory
bikes will be on track with the official
Aprilia Racing Team.

In a continuation of its
partnership with ADAC, Dorna
has signed a contract for
MotoGP racing to remain at the
Sachsenring in Germany for
another five years. The classic
German track will stay on the
MotoGP calendar until at least
2026, remaining the home of the
Liqui Moly Motorrad Grand Prix
Deutschland. One of the
highlights of the sporting year in
Germany since 1998, some
200,000 attend the race
weekend.

After being closed without notice by
prior owner Vogel, Stephan
Maderner's respected industry blog
'Bike & Business" is back in business
- thanks to the rather more
enlightened and PTW-friendly
management at Syburger Verlag -
publisher of Motorrad News,
Motorrad Abenteuer and Touren
Fahrer. B&B is published in print six
times a year and as an online blog
and newsletter weekly - "Welcome
back Stephan!"

Dealernews reported that,
following a tornado hitting
Yamaha USA's hometown of
Newnan, Georgia, a 200%
matching fund offer for all
employee donations to put
towards relief efforts had
resulted in $50,760 being raised
for the Coweta Community
Foundation Tornado Relief
programme as at May 14.

So
ur
ce
s: 
AM

D,
 ID
N,
 F
T, 
Re
ut
er
s, 
PS
B,
 M
PN
, B
DN
, M
CN
, A
P, 
Bl
oo
m
be
rg
, M
SN
W
, E
le
ct
re
k,
 e
le
ct
ric
m
ot
or
cy
cle
s.n
ew
s, 
Ri
de
Ap
ar
t.c
om
, M
ot
or
1.
co
m
, C
yc
le
 W
or
ld
, m
ot
or
bi
ke
w
rit
er
.c
om



THE BRADLEY REPORT

INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - JUNE/JULY 2021  21

In any normal year, if Honda's full year
(ended March 31st, 2021) motorcycle
sales revenue had fallen by -13.2%
(11.59bn) then one would assume that
we were all in deep trouble. But when
was the last time anyone in the
international motorcycle industry saw
anything even remotely resembling
'normal'?
Honda's results for the fiscal year
ended at the end of March are
remarkable given what happened
during that period. 
Despite the decrease in demand due to
the pandemic, despite semiconductor
supply shortages, despite supply chain
disruptions, freight costs and all the
other materials and component
inflationary pressures, Honda has
posted consolidated fiscal year
operating profit of 660.2bn yen - due
primarily it says to "control of selling,
general and administrative (SG&A)
expenses and cost reduction efforts
based on a review of business
activities" as well reduced provision for
credit losses in its financial services
business.
"Despite the impact of an increase in
raw material prices, Honda plans to
achieve a consolidated operating profit
of 660bn yen for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2022 (FY22), equivalent to
that of FY21, by increasing unit sales
and making progress in initiatives to
solidify its existing businesses.
Although production adjustments are
currently being made at some Honda
production operations globally, due
primarily to the semiconductor supply
shortages, Honda will minimise the
impact of such production adjustments
for the full-year results.
Total corporate sales revenue was
13,170.5bn yen (a year-on-year
decrease of -11.8%), with operating
profit up by +4.2% (660.2bn yen). Q4
sales revenue was 3,623.8bn yen 
(-4.8%); operating profit was 213.2bn
yen (+218.8bn yen).
Its motorcycle business sales revenue
was 529.1bn yen (+55.5bn yen) - "the
increase was mainly due to the
recovery of sales in Asia". Operating
profit was 72.2bn yen (+8.7bn yen) -
"due primarily to an increase in profit
related to changes in sales volume,
model mix and cost reduction efforts".
Honda Group motorcycle unit sales

were 4.3m units in Q4 (+0.24%) and
15.1m units for the full year (+0.13%).
For the full year, unit sales in Europe,
North America were essentially flat at
234,000 units, 332,000 units and
215,000 units respectively. Unit sales
in Asia were down by nearly 4,000
units for the 12 months (13,319 units)
and -21.8% down globally for the 12-
month period.

Toshihiro Mibe -
2050 vision
In his first speech since taking the top
job at Honda in April, President and
Representative Director Toshihiro Mibe
laid out his vision for Honda's priorities
in the coming decades, defining Honda
as a "mobility company that offers a
wide range of products."
Stating that Honda will "work
comprehensively to address challenges
in the areas of the environment and
safety," Mibe set out the Board of
Directors' ambitions to achieve carbon
neutrality and to "lead the
advancements which will be made in
the areas of mobility, the power unit,
energy and robotics" and to remain
committed to ensuring the attainment
of its goal to "solidify our existing
businesses."
The headline news was the "three
initiatives in pursuit of zero
environmental impact will be striving to
realise carbon neutrality for all products
and corporate activities by 2050 - not
only of our products but the entire
product lifecycle including our
corporate activities.
"Honda will focus on 'three pillars' of
our initiatives - carbon neutrality, clean
energy and resource circulation" - also
known as the Circular Economy.
"For the further expansion of the use of
renewable energy, we will be proactive
in promoting the utilisation of
hydrogen. We will strive to realise a
"multi-pathway of energy," which is a
concept of utilising a wide variety of
energy sources including carbon-
neutral fuels, which will be effective in
all areas.
"Including more effective ways to reuse
and recycle batteries, Honda is pursuing

research on material recycling and will
take on the challenge of developing
products made from 100% sustainable
materials.
"Honda will focus on three core areas -
expansion of the utilisation of Mobile
Power Packs, utilisation of large-
capacity batteries for electrified vehicles
and application and implementation of
fuel cell systems."
Addressing the electrification of
motorcycle products specifically, Mibe
laid out a multi-channel pathway,
stating that "Honda will strive to lead
the motorcycle industry at the forefront
of its environmental initiatives with an
approach which will include not only
electr i f icat ion but also the
improvement of the fuel efficiency of
gasoline engines, utilisation of biofuels
and other strategies. 
"The key to successful electrification of
motorcycle products is to consider the
battery (which is still expensive)
separately from the motorcycle. In
developed countr ies, where
electrification is in strong demand by
society, we will pursue electrification
utilising Mobile Power Pack, targeting
our B-to-B (business-to-business) and
B-to-G (business-to-national/local
governments) customers.
"For personal-use customers, we must
not only enhance our product line-up,
but also make a large number of
battery-swapping stations available
and ensure convenience to users by
making them compatible with EVs of
other makers. 
"To accommodate the diverse needs of
our customers, in addition to
introducing GYRO e: and GYRO
CANOPY e: in the area of business-use
bikes, scheduled for this year, we are
going to introduce three new EV
models in the area of personal use, in
classes with engine sizes of below 50
cc and below 125 cc, by 2024. We also
will introduce new products in the
'FUN' area as well."
Mibe was also 'strong' on continuing to
pursue fuel cell technology. "Hydrogen
is expected to be popularised as a
renewable energy source. Honda has a
long history of researching, developing
and commercialising fuel cell
technologies."

Honda
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Ducati says that sales of the 2021
Multistrada V4 family have already
reached 5,000 worldwide - just six
months after its launch. Motorcycle
number 5,000 was purchased by a
German Ducatista called Karl-Heinz
Lebensieg, who ordered a V4 S Sport
version in full configuration from the
Ducati dealer in Ingolstadt.

BDN reports that Super Soco has
become the UK's fastest
growing bike brand overall, in
addition to being the fastest
growing electric motorcycle or
scooter brand. "Super Soco has
claimed a 17.5% market share
increase in the electric sector
and a 1.3% rise versus all
motorcycle and scooter brands
available in the UK. It also
accounted for 50% of ePTW
registrations for April and a
third of year-to-date ePTW
market share". Its 4 kW CPx
scooter model has become "the
highest-registered ePTW and is
now ranked eighth in the MCIA’s
top-ten chart of highest-
registered motorcycles and
scooters in the UK during the
first four months of this year".

The Biden administration proposed
that a minimum global corporate tax
rate be set at 15%. America put
forward the plan during the latest
round of tax negotiations at the
OECD, a mostly rich-country club. It
wants to deter companies from
shifting profits into low-tax
jurisdictions - American
multinationals book more foreign
profit in Bermuda than in China!
Biden plans to raise America's
corporate tax rate from 21% to 28%.

British distributor Nevis
Marketing (Shark helmets, TCX
boots, Richa, Furygan,
Interphone etc.) has added
exclusive UK distribution of
Dainese to the inventory held at
its 10.000 sq m warehouse at
Ringwood, Hampshire, in
southern England.

Monster Energy and Dorna Sports
have signed a multi-year sponsorship
contract extension that confirms the
future of a long-standing partnership
for MotoGP. Monster will also take
top billing at two Grands Prix in
2021: The Gran Premi Monster
Energy de Catalunya and the Monster
Energy British Grand Prix. "Monster
Energy has been a vital part of the
MotoGP paddock for many years as a
title sponsor for both events and
teams".

So
ur
ce
s: 
AM

D,
 ID
N,
 F
T, 
Re
ut
er
s, 
PS
B,
 M
PN
, B
DN
, M

CN
, A
P, 
Bl
oo
m
be
rg
, M

SN
W
, E
le
ct
re
k,
 e
le
ct
ric
m
ot
or
cy
cle
s.n
ew
s, 
Ri
de
Ap
ar
t.c
om

, M
ot
or
1.
co
m
, C
yc
le
 W
or
ld
, m

ot
or
bi
ke
w
rit
er
.c
om



THE BRADLEY REPORT

MV Agusta Secures
Strategic Growth Plan
MV Agusta has secured a € 30m
share capital increase to
support its 5-year business plan
- aiming at the continuation of
the worldwide growth of the
company. The investment brings
MV Agusta's net equity to a
total of € 70m.
The initiative is also said to
mark the positive, final and
early settlement of all its
obligations under the
'Composition with Creditors' on
a going concern basis
("concordato preventivo in
continuità aziendale" in Italian
law) - described by MV as "an
uncommonly positive
achievement which was made
possible thanks to the relevant
support of MV Agusta's
shareholders."
Since 2019, when the Sardarov
family became the sole
shareholder of the company,
more than € 150m have been
injected into the business to
support operations and the
investments of the new
industrial plan. 
Timur Sardarov, CEO of MV
Agusta Motor S.p.A., is quoted
as saying: "One of my first
objectives was to put an end to
the financial stress the company
had been experiencing and lay
the industrial and commercial
structures for growth. Today all
these objectives have been
reached in full and now we can
look at the future with renewed
confidence while we continue to
move from one successful
product to another. 
"This capital injection will
literally boost our business on
all fronts, from the design,
development and production of
stunning new bikes to providing
world-class service to all our

customers and expanding our
3.0 worldwide dealer network.
In 2021 we expect to exceed 
€ 100m revenues for the first
time in our history and to triple
our performance within the next
three years."
Massimo Bordi, Vice Chairman
of MV Agusta Motor S.p.A.,
added: "MV Agusta is a great
brand with a prestigious
heritage. It's always had very
attractive products that
everybody appreciates for their
unique design, high
performance and advanced
technology. That's why today I
see a great potential in the
company, which I hadn't seen in
the past years. We have finally
created the conditions to allow
MV Agusta write a new
successful chapter in the history
of motorcycling."

Ampelio Macchi is
new COO
In other news, MV Agusta has
moved to strengthen the
management team reporting to
CEO Timur Sardarov with the
appointment of experienced
industry executive Ampelio
Macchi as Chief Operations
Officer (COO).
"During his long career as a
technician manager in the
motorcycle industry, Ampelio
also acquired significant
experience in economics and

finance. In 1983, he joined
Cagiva (MV Group) prior to
becoming General Manager and
Technical Director at Husqvarna
(MV Group). 
"In 2002, Ampelio joined Aprilia
as CEO and Technical Manager
of its off-road division. More
recently Ampelio founded his
own engineering company and
was CEO/Co-Founder of SWM
Motorcycles. He has taken part
in projects in Russia, Brazil,

China, the Czech Republic,
Taiwan and won 51 World
Championship titles: 46 with
Husqvarna, 5 with Aprilia. 
"For MV Agusta and New
Mobility Solutions, Ampelio will
now hold the position of Chief
Operations Officer."

Massimo Bordi, Vice Chairman of MV
Agusta Motor S.p.A.: "We have
finally created the conditions to
allow MV Agusta write a new
successful chapter in the history of
motorcycling." 
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NEWS
BRIEFS
Hero Motocorp and Gogoro
have announced a strategic
partnership joint venture to
introduce Gogoro's battery
swapping network to accelerate
the change to electric
transportation in India. The
companies will collaborate on
electric vehicle development to
bring Hero-branded, powered by
Gogoro Network vehicles to
market. The Gogoro Network is
an open platform for battery
swapping and smart mobility
services.

Motorrad Magazin in Germany
awarded first place in its Best Brand
accessories and customisation
category to ADV specialist Touratech.

Vespa has celebrated its 75th
anniversary and production of
19m scooters by winning a
prestigious 'Webby' Award - in
the "Websites and Mobile Sites:
Car Sites & Car Culture"
category for the Vespa.com
website. Presented by the
International Academy of Digital
Arts and Sciences (IADAS) - the
leading international
organisation rewarding
excellence on the Internet - the
'Webby' Awards have been
described as "Internet's highest
honour" by the New York Times.
The 25th edition of the awards
saw the presentation of some
13,500 candidacies, from more
than 70 countries, which
together collected more than
2.2m votes.

The MIC has announced Q1 sales of
new motorcycles and scooters
through March increased +37.2%
"among leading brands", compared
to the same period last year. The data
comes from the MIC Retail Sales
Reporting System which gathers new-
unit numbers from 14 leading
manufacturers and distributors in the
U.S.

Only a year since announcing its
plans, BMW is starting battery
component production in
Germany at Leipzig and
Regensburg and expanding its e-
drive production network. The
BMW Group is investing a total
of around € 790m in expanding
production capacity for
drivetrain components for
electrified vehicles at its
Dingolfing, Leipzig, Regensburg
and Steyr locations between
2020 and 2022.
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THE BRADLEY REPORT

Commenting on its first quarter 2021
financial results, Piaggio Group
Chairman and CEO Roberto Colaninno
said: "The Piaggio Group closed the
first quarter of 2021 with very positive
results at global level. Appreciation for
the design, style and technology of our
Italian brands continues to grow; sales
of two-wheelers rose by 35% from the
first quarter of 2020 and by 22% from
the first quarter of 2019. Consolidated
net sales were the highest since 2007,
and both EBITDA and net profit were
our best-ever first quarter results. 
"At the same time, the high level of
cash generated in part through careful
working capital management
permitted a significant debt reduction
of more than € 100m compared with
the first quarter of 2020.
"Nevertheless, we have to consider
that the Covid pandemic is still a risk
and so we continue to monitor each
individual market closely. Clearly, the
Indian continent is suffering and as
always we shall keep a close eye on
social responsibility; the market will
recover and be better than before."
The Piaggio Group sold a total of
135,000 vehicles of all kinds
worldwide in Q1 (+15.3% from
117,100 in the year-earlier period) and
reported consolidated net sales of 
€ 384.7m. The growth in volumes
arose in all geographical regions.
In two-wheeler terms, the Group sold
103,200 two-wheelers worldwide

(+35% from 76,400 at 31 March
2020), generating net sales of 
€ 296.9m, an increase of 42.2% from
€ 208.8 in the year-earlier first quarter.
The figure includes spares and
accessories, on which turnover totalled
€ 29.6m, an increase of 13.2% from 
€ 26.2m in the year-earlier period.
The company says that 2021 first-
quarter two-wheeler sales were
particularly significant in India and
America (rising by more than 90%), in
Asia Pacific (+47.2%) and on the
European market, notably in Italy, with
a volume increase of almost 70%.
In Europe, the Piaggio Group boosted
its market share in both scooters and
motorcycles and retained a strong
positioning on the North American
scooter market with a 32.9% share, up
from its previous share of 23.7%. In
North America, the Group is also
working hard on consolidating its
presence on the motorbike market
with the Aprilia and Moto Guzzi
brands.
In the scooter market, global sales rose
by almost 37%, led by the Vespa
brand, the three-wheel scooters, the
Liberty high-wheel scooter and the rise
in sales of the new version of the
Piaggio Beverly.
In motorcycles, Moto Guzzi reported
an outstanding first quarter, with its
highest-ever sales volumes and net
sales, notably for the Moto Guzzi V7
and V85TT. The first quarter of 2021

was also extremely positive for the
Aprilia brand, whose net sales were
the highest since 2007 (almost double
the figure of the year-earlier period
and up by almost 50% from the first
quarter of 2019), assisted by the
Aprilia RSV4 Supersports model, with
an increase of 40%, and the new
Aprilia RS and Aprilia Tuono with 660
cc engines, which generated strong
market interest.
The Piaggio Group's net profit was 
€ 11.1m, its best-ever first quarter
result, with a more than three-fold
increase against € 3.1m in the first
quarter of 2020. 

Piaggio Group first quarter 2021

Roberto Colaninno, Group Chairman:
"Sales of two-wheelers rose by 35%
from the first quarter of 2020 and
by 22% from the first quarter of
2019. Consolidated net sales were
the highest since 2007, and both
EBITDA and net profit were our
best-ever first quarter results."

Moto Guzzi will celebrate its 100th anniversary at its historic Mandello del Lario factory on September 9-12.
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For years it has been unclear
if China's huge but largely
domestic-facing motorcycle
industry will ever replicate
the rise of the Japanese
manufacturers more than
forty years ago. Now, a
growing number of high-end,
export-focused Chinese
brands suggest just such a
revolution could already be
underway...

The latest Chinese brand to appear on
European markets is a relative
newcomer to the bike industry, Benda.
The cruiser-focused company has hit
the market in Spain and Portugal as
well as related territories, including the
Azores and Canaries - and later this
summer it will launch its most
ambitious model yet, the LFC 700.
At the moment, Benda's range is made
up of singles and twins between 125
cc and 400 cc, with its newest in
Europe an impressive looking 300 cc
V-twin, called the Fox. However, the
LFC 700 will catapult the brand into a
completely new market, as it uses a
homegrown 680 cc inline four-cylinder
engine mounted in an aluminium
chassis - all wrapped in styling that will
turn heads even if parked alongside
the latest European exotica.
The LFC 700 was previewed as the LF-
01 concept bike last year, but

prototypes have now been spotted on
test in China and the company is
promising a full unveiling on 1st July
2021. All indications are that the
production model will be near-
identical to the show bike, which had
a Ducati XDiavel-style muscle-cruiser
stance, but a look all of its own.

The engine, developed by Benda,
appears to share some similarities with
Honda's CB650 four-cylinder, but it's
not a direct copy. The 67 mm bore is
the same, as is the 11.6:1 compression
ratio, but Benda's unit has different
castings for the cases, cylinders and
head, as well as a longer-throw
crankshaft to add 2 mm to the stroke,
at 48 mm, for a 680 cc total capacity.
The bike itself is much larger than you
might expect from that engine size,
with a total length of 2,430 mm - the
same as a Harley-Davidson Road Glide
- and a vast 1,720 mm wheelbase.
However, the alloy frame means it
weighs only 215 kg, at least in LF-01
concept form.
The crazy dimensions are matched by
a huge 310/35-18 rear tyre, allied to a
more modest 130/70-19 front. Benda
has said that buyers will be able to
specify a 240-section rear tyre if they
prefer. The original concept bike's
engine featured an unusual intake
system with a single ride-by-wire
throttle butterfly and a long manifold
splitting the air going to the four
cylinders, rather like a car engine might
use, but the production version is
expected to revert to a more
conventional setup with individual
throttles for each cylinder. The intake
air itself enters via a finned duct

surrounding the small LED headlight,
while the exhaust is just as
flamboyant, with four individual exits
from a central under-engine collector
box.
The LFC 700 isn't the only ambitious
project underway at Benda, either.
Earlier this year the company said it is
also working on a small-capacity,
turbocharged sports bike, the VTR 300
Turbo. Given the fast development of
the LFC 700, it might not be long

before we see that bike as well.
Benda isn't the only Chinese brand to
have arrived in Europe recently, as
Voge - a high-end sub-brand of the
long-established Loncin marque - has
also met Euro 5 emissions
requirements with its machines. They
are already sold in countries including
Spain and Germany and will arrive in
the UK soon. Lexmoto parent firm
Llexeter Ltd has already set up a Voge
UK website, and its dealer network is
ideally placed to provide nationwide
coverage for the brand.
Voge's current product range includes
a range of 300 cc and 500 cc models,
but its most intriguing and latest
offering is the ER10 electric bike - the
result of a long-running development
project that originally began under
another Chinese company, Sur-Ron.
The ER10 fits into the 125 cc licence
class with a rated 'continuous' power
of 8 hp, but like most electric bikes, it's
capable of brief bursts of significantly
more than that. Torque is rated at 31
ft-lb, and the ER10 should be good for
around 56 mph and a range of about
60 miles at 30 mph. The range may be
short, but it's plenty for most daily
commutes and means the ER10 can
use a relatively small, light battery,
keeping the bike's weight down to just
122 kg. 

New models could transform
China's presence in the
international motorcycle industry
By Ben Purvis
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An ever-closer relationship with KTM
has spawned the new CFMoto 800MT,
which got its official unveiling at the
Shanghai Motor Show based on a
licence-made KTM LC8c twin.
Although it's likely to be at least
another year before we see the 800MT
on export markets, it's intended to be
a global model, with production due to
start before the end of Q2 2021. 
It's powered by a 799 cc version of the
LC8c engine, as used in the KTM 790
Duke and 790 Adventure. CFMoto
already manufactures those engines
on KTM's behalf, and this year has
started making complete 790 Dukes
and Adventures for the Chinese
market. With 94 bhp and 57 lb-ft of
torque, the CFMoto 800MT's engine is
in the same spec that was used in the
790 Adventure, which has since been

superseded in Europe by the more
powerful 889 cc '890' version.
The steel frame is also basically
identical to the KTM Adventure's
chassis, albeit with a new aluminium
swingarm, but despite competing in
the same adventure bike market, the
CFMoto 800MT is a quite different
proposition to the Austrian bike. 
Where KTM doesn't compromise on
off-road ability, the 800MT is a more
road-oriented machine, with a
conventional 19-litre fuel tank
mounted above the engine instead of
the KTM's low-slung, side-mounted
twin tanks. 
CFMoto is to offer two versions of the
bike, a base model with no luggage,
which weighs 231 kg wet, and a 248
kg model with panniers and a top box.
As with many new Chinese bikes, the
800MT is heavy on technology. Cruise
control, a heated seat and grips, built-
in sat-nav, keyless ignition and
automatic high-beam headlights are
all standard fit. Unusually, given the
close KTM connection, the CFMoto
uses KYB suspension rather than a WP
product, with upside-down forks and
a monoshock rear. The brakes are from
Spanish provider J.Juan -  now owned
by Brembo. 

Chinese-made
KTM 750s for
global market

KTM is developing a new range of 750
cc models as part of a joint venture
with its Chinese collaborator CFMoto.
The new machines, which will include
a 750 Duke, 750 Adventure and 750
Supermoto T, are to be built by
CFMoto in China but sold globally -
effectively replacing the now gone
'690' range.
Although the plans have been
confirmed by an investor-relations
presentation from KTM's parent
company, PIERER Mobility, there's no
detail yet on the design or
configuration.
They are likely to be powered by a
slightly downsized version of the LC8c
parallel twin engine, which CFMoto
already manufactures on KTM's
behalf in 799 cc and 889 cc versions.
With European KTMs using the LC8c,
all adopting the 889 cc '890' version,
a detuned 750 cc variant would be
separate enough to establish its own
position in the market.
KTM has also long been working on a

500 cc '490' parallel twin with Indian
partners Bajaj, and between them the
490 and 750 models wi l l
comprehensively fill the gap in the
firms' range between the 373 cc '390'
single-cylinder models and the 890
Duke and Adventure. 
By outsourcing manufacturing
responsibilities to its partners in China
and India, and allowing Bajaj and
CFMoto to also use the engines in
their own machines, KTM will be in a
position to vastly increase its output
without the need to expand its
current Austrian facility, and benefit
from the lower manufacturing costs
in China and India.
KTM has cooperated with CFMoto for
a decade and in 2018 broke ground
for a new headquarters for the
CFMoto-KTMR2R brand in China -
including manufacturing, R&D and
testing facilities on a 25-acre site. It
now has a production capacity of
around 50,000 bikes per year.
At the moment, there's no confirmed
launch date for the new 750 models,
but the motorcycle press in China is
already speculating that an RC750
sports bike will also be introduced
alongside the 750 Duke, Adventure
and Supermoto T. 

CFMoto 800MT: China's KTM By Ben Purvis

Norton's tumultuous 2020 has
inevitably led to delays in bringing new
models to the market, and as a result,
Chinese firm Zongshen - which bought
a licence to manufacture Norton's new
650 cc parallel twin engine - looks set
to get its version into production
before the genuine article is on sale.
January 2020 saw Norton collapse
into bankruptcy amid controversy over
former boss Stuart Garner's financial
dealings. 
The deal with Zongshen was
concluded before the bankruptcy filing
and the remaining valuable elements
of the company, including its
intellectual property, were eventually
bought by India's TVS - which is
working to bring the company's
models back on sale, having
established a new headquarters in
Birmingham, England.
But there's been an inevitable pause in
production and new model
development. That means the most
important new bikes to emerge in
more than a decade since Garner's
Norton revival - the 650 cc Atlas
Nomad and Atlas Ranger - have yet to

complete their development. 
In the meantime, China's Zongshen,
which bought rights to manufacturer
its own version of the Atlas' new
water-cooled, DOHC parallel twin
engine back in 2017, has completed
the work on its first model to get the
engine. 
The Cyclone RX6 has now completed

its type-approval in China, passing the
country's strictest emissions limits -
roughly equivalent to the Euro 4
standards that have just been
superseded in Europe - and is heading
for production. Euro 5 emissions
standards have been considered
during its design, so the Zongshen
should also be able to meet the

requirements to be sold in Europe.
Unlike the handmade, retro-style
Norton Atlas models, which are both
1960s-inspired scramblers, the
Cyclone RX6 is a determinedly modern
adventure bike that's clearly targeting
the likes of Suzuki's V-Strom 650 and
Kawasaki 's  Versys  650. In
performance terms, it matches those
rivals, with 70 bhp on tap. That's rather
less than the ambitious 84 hp that
Norton claims for the same engine -
itself effectively made from the front
two cylinders of the firm's V4
superbike - but exactly in line with
similarly sized twins from other
mainstream manufacturers.
With Zongshen positioning its
Cyclone-branded models as high-end
machines to rival Japanese and
European competition, it's no surprise
to see the bike has some familiar brand
names on its bought-in components.
Nissin supplies the brakes, for
instance, while Bosch provides the ABS
system and software. 
Zongshen showed two prototypes in
China last year, but the images here
show the production-spec machines

used to pass Chinese type-approval.
Two versions have been approved, one
with wire wheels, the other with alloys.
As a resolutely modern machine, the
RX6 includes all the parts you'd expect
from a new model in 2021, including
a colour TFT display and LED lights, but
it's surprisingly heavy, with a
homologated 'wet' weight of 245 kg,
which is around 30 kg more than the
similarly sized V-Strom or Versys. That
may be offset in future by a larger
version of the parallel twin engine, as
Zongshen is rumoured to be
developing an 850 cc derivative.
Various Zongshen models have been
offered in Europe and the UK in the
past, and the RX6 is clearly the best-
positioned model the company has
made yet to appeal to export markets,
although it will need a coordinated
export push if it's to compete against
rivals like Loncin and Qianjiang, which
have dedicated Euro-focused sub-
brands in the form of Voge and Benelli.

Norton powered Zongshen
Cyclone RX6 on sale soon By Ben Purvis

"Licence-built 650
twin beats Norton
version to type-

approval"
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The trickle of new electric bikes
is turning into a torrent, with
major manufacturers
committing to a battery
powered future…

For years, the world's biggest bike firms
have played a waiting game, showing
off plenty of electric concepts and
dabbling with the occasional small-run
models, but holding off on mass-
production electric bikes until the
market matured. 
Now we appear to be hitting that
tipping point, with both Honda and
Yamaha committed to electric bikes
along with several European rivals.
Honda's company-wide pledge to
electric vehicles includes the target of
being completely carbon-neutral, as a
company, by 2050. That includes not
only a switch to electric power for its
cars and bikes, but a shift to clean
energy sources for its production
facilities. The firm says 40% of its
vehicle sales will be electric by 2030
and 80% by 2035, hitting 100% by
2040.
While most of those will be cars, the
company's motorcycles are going in
the same direction. Initially, the plan is
to launch three electric models in the
sub-125 cc class by 2024, all using the
battery-swap 'Mobile Power Pack'
system that Honda is dedicated to. A
Japanese consortium of Honda,
Yamaha, Suzuki and Kawasaki has
already established a standardised
battery specification to allow its future
models to share common, swappable
packs, almost certain to be based on
the Honda-developed system, and a
similar international consortium of
Honda, Yamaha, Piaggio and KTM
is also working towards the same goal.

Honda's business-oriented, Asian-
market Benly-e and Gyro-e models
already use the swappable packs, but
the new models will be aimed at the
consumer market. One will be a 50 cc-
equivalent scooter, the second a larger
scooter that approximates a 125 cc
model. The third is an electric
motorcycle in the 125 cc class. Beyond
those machines, Honda says it will also
launch an undisclosed number of
electric motorcycles for leisure use,
hinting that these will be larger, higher
performance machines.
Yamaha, meanwhile, is on the verge of
unveiling the production version of its
'E01' electric scooter. Originally shown
as a concept bike at the 2019 Tokyo
Motor Show, the E01 is intended to
compete in the leaner-legal 125 cc
class. It uses a large, fixed battery
instead of smaller, swappable cells. The
firm has recently gained trademark
rights to use the 'E01' name on a
production machine and filed multiple
patent applications that show a toned-
down version of the concept, including
production-style elements like road
legal lighting and even a licence plate
bracket. The bike won't be Yamaha's
first electric offering - Yamaha has
dabbled in the market in the past with
machines like the EC-02 and EC-03,
but the E01 promises much higher
performance and range targets than its
previous attempts.
Here in Europe, BMW is already
established as an electric bike pioneer
courtesy of the C Evolution scooter that
it has sold since 2013 - and the soon-
to-be-launched CE-04 that replaces it.
KTM has also been getting busy in the
E-space for some time too, and has
recently started to do so with its
Husqvarna brand. 

Husky's approach is initially two-
pronged, with a 125 cc-equivalent
motorcycle - the E-Pilen - due to go on
sale in 2022. At the same time, a 50 cc-
matching scooter, the Vektorr, will
also reach production. Both machines
are to be manufactured in India by
partner firm Bajaj, which will also use
the same technology for its own range
of electric models. 
Like Honda, the KTM/Husqvarna/Bajaj
trio have opted for a swappable
battery system, using 48V packs
that can be combined to add more
range or performance. The E-Pilen, for
instance, uses three of the batteries,
mounted where the fuel tank would
normally be. 
The chassis comes from the next-
generation KTM Duke 125, 250 and
390, which will also form the basis of
the next Husqvarna Svartpilen and
Vitpilen models, and by parts-sharing
with conventional petrol-powered
models, Husqvarna should be able to
hold prices down. 
The battery-swap system could also be
used to reduce costs, potentially
allowing the batteries to be leased
rather than bought outright, bringing
the initial purchase cost of the electric
bikes down to match or even undercut
petrol-powered equivalents.
Further Euro electric bike news comes
from Dutch project EMX-Powertrain,
a collaboration between engineering
firm Dohms Projecten and battery
specialist ELEO Technologies, with
support from Yamaha Motor
Europe. 
The result so far is a prototype electric
dirt bike, based on a Yamaha YZ250F
chassis fitted with a purpose-made
battery pack and a liquid-cooled
electric motor with a single-speed

transmission. The prototype took to the
track for the first time in May. Although
not the first to try, the project is
intended to boost the profile and show
the potential of electric motocross
machines. 
With noise issues regularly forcing
motocross facilities to close down or
forcing them to be established far from
populated areas, the relative silence of
electric bikes could open the sport up
to a completely new generation -
eliminating the major hurdle in the
establishment of new tracks and
allowing them to be more accessible.
What's more, with relatively short races
and a focus on punch out of corners
rather than top speed, the sport is
tailormade for torquey electric motors
and small, low-range batteries. 
Despite the positive moves towards
electric bikes in Europe, China remains
the hotbed of activity for the sector.
With millions of riders already using
cheap, low-tech electric scooters,
battery power has already been
accepted as a viable option by huge
swathes of buyers there, encouraging
the development of increasingly high-
end electric models.
The result is the establishment of
dedicated electric sub-brands from
established players. CFMoto recently
created ZEEHO as a platform for its
future electric models and now
Zongshen has followed suit by creating
its own electric brand, Cineco. 
Cineco's initial model range includes
four moped-level offerings - the Honda
Cub-inspired E-Classic, the Grom-style
City Slicker and two conventional step-
thru models, the ES3Pro and T3, all
models that were previously offered

Full charge for electric bikes -
the 'Tipping Point'
By Ben Purvis

Honda Benly-e

Husqvarna's 50 cc scooter, the Vektorr

Moto Future

28 INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - JUNE/JULY 2021

Continues on page 30 >>>

www.idnmag.com



http://www.energicamotor.com


30 INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - JUNE/JULY 2021 www.idnmag.com

under the Zongshen name in China,
and under other brands elsewhere. In
the UK, Lexmoto offers the ES3 Pro
under the name Impulse, and the City
Slicker as the Cypher.
However, Zongshen's latest Cineco
offering is a much more ambitious
machine, the ERT3, a battery-powered
version of the firm's new 250 cc RT3
scooter, recently launched under the
firm's high-end Cyclone brand. The
ERT3 is powered by an electric motor
that makes a nominal 8 kW (11 hp),
which means it would fit into the
learner-legal 125 cc class. However,
it's actually capable of double that
power for short bursts, putting its
performance on a par with the 250 cc
ICE model it's derived from.
At 207 kg, its weight is only a fraction

higher than the petrol-powered RT3
(194 kg), and Zongshen claims the
bike can achieve 200 km (125 miles)
between charges of its 72V, 93Ah
battery pack. A 0-62 mph time of 9.9
seconds is also claimed, along with an
81 mph top speed; not fast, but easily
enough to keep up with traffic out of
town as well as in urban areas.
The numbers are very close to those
claimed for the original version of
BMW's C-Evolution scooter, but
where BMW's sales were hampered
by a sky-high price, the Cineco ERT3
isn't likely to have that problem.
Since the likes of Lexmoto have
already proved that Zongshen's
machines can be accepted in
European markets, the ERT3 is likely to
appear here in the future, although it
may not go under the same name.

Zongshen Cineco ERT3

While most major bike
manufacturers are st i l l
tentatively experimenting with
electric prototypes, BMW has
been in the business of selling
viable battery-powered
machines for the best part of a
decade. This year will see it start
to bring its second-generation
models to the market.
The C-Evolution scooter might never
have been a big seller for BMW, but it
proved an invaluable learning tool as
the company gets to grips with electric
power. Allied to a growing range of
electric cars, it helped put the Bavarian
firm in the front line when it comes to
getting battery bikes into the
mainstream. 
It was first shown in 2011, with
prototypes pressed into action during
the 2012 Olympics in London before
the final production model went on
sale in early 2014.
For 2021, the C-Evolution is gone from
BMW's range though, but the void it
leaves will soon be filled by the model
seen in these design illustrations, the
CE 04.
If it's familiar, that's because BMW has
twice teased us with concepts leading
up to this production bike. First there
was the Concept Link, shown in 2017,
which previewed the unconventional
styling, along with the solid disc
wheels and the flat, detached screen
ahead of the smartphone-style
instrument pack. 
Then, in 2020, BMW showed the
'Definition CE 04' concept, a near-

production evolution of the Concept
Link that toned down elements of the
styling, but not by much.
These new images, from BMW's own
design patent, show that the
production CE 04 will be almost
indistinguishable from the Definition
CE 04 concept. Changes are few but
include mirrors, a longer rear
mudguard that now incorporates a
licence plate bracket, and rear
indicator lights and front indictors and
other detail changes. 
What hasn't changed is the bike's
construction. A large battery unit in an
aluminium case makes up the central
chassis section with the motor bolted
on behind - driving the rear wheel via
a reduction gearbox and a belt final
drive. 
Up front, there's a tubular steel
steering head frame that bolts to the
battery box and carries normal
telescopic forks - under covers that
also hide much of the front brakes.
There is a solid disc rear wheel; the
front is a spoke wheel that has been
designed to give the impression of a
matching solid.
In terms of performance and range, the
CE 04 is likely to represent a step up
from the C-Evolution, which was
capable of 47 hp (35 kW) for short
spells or 26 hp (19 kW) continuously
and good for around 100 miles per
charge in 'Long Range' form. Like the
C Evolution, a detuned 15 hp (11 kW)
version is also sure to be offered to
cater to learner riders. Interesting
features from the Definition CE 04

concept that carry over to production
include under-seat storage that's
accessible via hatches in the sides
instead of lifting the seat.
The CE 04 is just the start for BMW's
second-gen electric bike plans. The
firm has also trademarked the name
'CE 02' - indicating that a smaller,
cheaper model will follow. It's also
working on making a production
spin-off from the wild looking Vision
DC Roadster electric motorcycle
concept, shown in 2019. BMW has
trademarked a range of names from
'DC 01' to 'DC 09', indicating that a
number of different electric
motorcycle models will be offered
across a variety of performance and
price points. Since the Vision DC
Roadster appeared two years after
the original Concept Link, it's likely
that the first production 'DC'
motorcycle will appear in around
2023.
Further away is BMW's next big step
in electrification - the adoption of
'solid-state' batteries. The firm has
joined forces with Ford and Volta

Energy Technologies to add $130m of
fund ing  to  Co lo rado-based
technology company Solid Power,
which is developing automotive-scale
solid-state lithium batteries. 
In a normal lithium-ion battery,
there's a liquid electrolyte that allows
the transfer of ions between the anode
and cathode via a porous separator. In
solid-state batteries, the electrolyte is
replaced with a solid, and Solid
Power's design uses a metallic lithium
anode instead of the graphite used in
most lithium-ion batteries. 
It's a technology that significantly
reduces the size of the cells, allowing
greater power density - the Holy Grail
for the EV battery industry. Solid-state
cells are also more rugged than those
with liquid electrolytes, reducing the
chance of battery fires, and can
theoretically be charged more
quickly. There's still a lot of
development to do, but BMW intends
to make a demonstration vehicle using
the cells by 2025, with mass
production of the batteries to start
before the end of the decade.

BMW Gen 2 E-bike -
the CE 04 
By Ben Purvis

Moto Future
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B
ased at the MAXXIS European
headquarters in the Netherlands,
it was Sjoerd Fokkens who
collaborated with the Taiwanese
HQ on the 2019 launch of the new
MaxxCross range, with the

company immediately going racing with them
with its entry into MXGP in 2020.

"MAXXIS has been well known on the motocross
landscape for many years, but we judged that there
remained even greater potential for us - with a huge
additional number of people who could be riding,
racing and winning on MAXXIS tyres," says Sjoerd.
"After our maiden season, we went home with
European Champion and World Champion wins in
125 cc and a 3rd place in EMX250. Working with
riders at this level enabled us to get professional
feedback to develop the best tyres for the best
riders."
Asked whether if immediately in the first year of the
World Championship you had placements in the top
ten of MX2, Sjoerd replied: "we saw the first year as
a learning year in terms both of championship race
strategy and for the newly developed products. The
final 9th position of Iker Larranaga in MX2 was the
perfect justification of our decision to enter the series
and of the approach we took - and it pleasantly
exceeded our expectations."
Asked if its MX tyres are developed in the Far East or
in Europe, Sjoerd says "both".

"The tyres are both developed in the Far East and
together with our European Tech Center near
Eindhoven. The team in the Tech Center collects and
collates all the information we get from testing and
racing, and the close, daily working relationship with
our colleagues in Taiwan gives us seamless
development support for all of our products. 
"Our MX tyres have been developed for off-road
training, hobby riding and competition use, which is
not an easy job. Many different aspects have an
effect on each of the differing performance
requirements, and MAXXIS is working with several
consultants who are experienced in the MX market,
including in racing, and have experience in
developing off-road tyres. It is this expertise that has
helped us to design the tyres to perform well in the
right circumstances."
MAXXIS is also heavily committed to its Enduro tyre
and racing programme, and Sjoerd says that whilst
the two disciplines are very different to each other,
the different characteristics and requirements of the
two both add to the tyre construction, compound

Taiwanese tyre maker MAXXIS has
been stepping up its game on the MX
GP scene in recent years with new
products and considerable track
success. IDN spoke with Netherlands
based Sjoerd Fokkens, Off-Road
Motorcycle Product Manager, about
the launch of its MaxxCross range
and its plans for the future…

Sjoerd Fokkens, Product Manager - 
Motorcycle Off-Road

MAXXIS Europe -  the MaxxCross
MX tyre development story
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and production process technologies that MAXXIS is
able to develop.
"The different rules mean that there is a big
difference between Enduro and Motocross,
especially from the tyre manufacturer's point of view.
For a start, if you think about the duration of the races
- they impose quite different requirements. Then
there are the different tyre rules and completely
different tyre sizes etc. But the big characteristic that
they share? In both competitions, the tyres will be
pushed to their limits. This brings its own challenges
for each product, but it also brings its own
advantages in terms of tyre development as the more
challenging the requirements a tyre needs to meet,
the better the tyre produced has to be.
"This is great for racers, teams, the sport and for our
dealers and their customers. We can certainly learn
from both products and implement technology for
both sports."
For motocross, the differences between how the
tracks are prepared and factors such as temperatures
and weather influences all make tyre choice very
important. The differing track types in MXGP allows
MAXXIS to analyse tyre performance across many
different terrains. Where the collaboration between

the research they do here in Europe and the decades
of manufacturing expertise they can tap into in
Taiwan has really paid off, is to allow them to start
the programme with just two motocross tyre types
to meet all the differing requirements of their riders. 
This has been great for race teams and for dealers
when it comes to inventory management, and the
experience gained has already allowed MAXXIS start
developing a new, 3rd tyre, based directly on the
feedback and requests from GP riders.
Asked how Grand Prix weekends shape and define
his and the MAXXIS Race Service team's job, Sjoerd
says: "Our service team normally arrives on Thursday,
during the day. We don't have to set up a big tent -
like all the racing teams are doing - because all our
facilities are within a specially modified side-opening
truck.
"During a GP we will visit all our teams to discuss

what kind of track conditions we will have for the
weekend and if the expected weather will have any
specific influence on their tyre choices and set-up
requirements. 
"During the free practice on Saturdays we always
work very closely with the teams to identify any
issues with their tyre choices, and this helps us to see
if we have provided the right advice and to respond
to the weather and track conditions. After each
session, we will revisit the teams to discuss if there
needs to be a change in strategy or maybe even a
completely different tyre choice.
"The 2021 season opened for us with our two vice-
champion titles in the internationals races of the
Italian MX Series and, of course, we are really happy
with these results. Under normal circumstances that
would give us a foundation on which to build
towards the MXGP championship races but, of
course, nothing is 'normal' anymore. The Corona
virus will again make this a very different and very
difficult year, but hopefully the current schedule will
continue."
MAXXIS Europe is a new commitment to the market
here, so we asked Sjoerd about how MAXXIS is
structured here in Europe.
"MAXXIS Europe is a new organisation - founded in
2019 for commercial and marketing activities. This
Dutch company is 100% owned by our Taiwanese
headquarters. MAXXIS Europe is responsible for its
own market, mainly taking care of OE business and
some special cases like MXGP for example. On a daily
basis we have contact with all the MX/Enduro
importers and off-road bike manufacturers in Europe
to keep them informed about our products and
experience of their use and to drive their feedback
into our development process. Nothing stands still,
and continuing to develop our products to the
highest possible competitive level is a dynamic
process."
MAXXIS has a long-term relationship and

partnership with Infront, the promotor of MXGP, and
Sjoerd says that "we clearly see that as very
important to the long-term investment we are able
to make and the commitment that race teams, our
distributors and their dealers are able to make.
"Having a race service team available for the teams
at every MXGP round is hugely advantageous, both
to us and to the teams and their riders. It not only
helps us to promote our tyres - it is an effective and
influential 'front office' for us - but it is also an
integral part of our 'back office' as it drives the
development and improvement of new and future
products. For sure it is our shop window, but it is also
our 'skunk works'," smiled Sjoerd.
www.maxxis.com

Mattia Guadagnini won the European 2019 
125 World Motocross Championship using

MaxxCross tyres.

In 2020, for the second consecutive year, the
MaxxCross range won the European 125cc
Motocross Championship with Andrea
Bonacorsi of Fantic Motor factory team.

Liam Everts, son of motocross legend Stefan
Everts, rode in the EMX125 Championship in
2020, using the range of MaxxCross tyres

www.idnmag.com

INDUSTRY EXTRA

The MAXXIS Netherlands team, including Taiwan representatives.
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Italian footwear specialist Gianni Falco says that its
'Airforce' is the "perfect shoe for the summer
months. The 'Micro-Synth' and '3D mesh' upper
enhances the ventilation of the feet, which perfectly
combines with the 'Air-Tech' lining on the inside. 
"The sneaker feels comfortable and light for the

upcoming season without giving up its high
protection standards. The ankles have D3O inserts,
the quick-close is ergonomic and intuitive with
detailed bi-coloured laces for an extra aesthetic
touch and the resistant, dual compound sole assures
high levels of grip."
Also seen here, the 'Oxegen 3 Air' is a new version
race boot that pairs the 'Micro-Synth' upper to a
'Hexagon' ventilation system on the shin, heel and

rear calf areas. 
"The ventilation system is enhanced by the
presence of the inner lining in 'Air-Tech'. The ankle
is protected from impacts by a D3O cup insert. The
tip of the boot is refined with a replaceable 'Black-
Zinc' slider and the rubber sole is ideal for sport
rides thanks to its high-grip feature." 

GIANNI FALCO SRL
Cornuda (TV), ITALY
Tel. +39 0423 915272
info@giannifalco.com
www.giannifalco.com

'Airforce'
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Ventura, California based manufacturer Barnett Clutches &
Cables' clutch baskets are CNC-precision machined "from the
most durable billet aluminium" and feature patented,
replaceable stainless steel inserts to prevent grooving of the
basket where the clutch plate tabs make contact. 

Barnett also machines oil passage windows into the basket to
increase oil flow to the clutch plates, resulting in cooler
operating temperatures and a longer clutch life. 
The backing plate (where applicable) and grade 8 quality
fasteners are included; select applications come with the
centre kicker gear already installed. These baskets are
available for popular 80 cc and up off-road motorcycles and
sport ATVs. 

BARNETT CLUTCHES & CABLES
Ventura, California, USA
Tel: 805 642 9435
info@barnettcables.com
www.barnettcables.com

Premier Trophy DO
Italian helmet manufacturer P.M.R. has updated its
popular 'Trophy' full-face. Released in 2020, the
'DO' is "particularly appreciated by riders who
are fans of old races, nostalgic for the styling
values of the past, but still want up-to-date
contemporary safety and comfort.
"Even the visor, though stylistically
identical to those used by the champions
of the past, is approved and equipped with
scratch-resistant treatment. It is fixed to
the shell by a mechanism that regulates its
opening and by two buttons at the bottom
that ensure its closure. The visor is available
as an accessory in dark, orange, red, gold
and silver versions. 
"The interiors also recall the retro taste of the
exterior shape but are made in sanitised and breathable,
hypoallergenic materials. The lining is finished in soft cloth,
washable synthetic leather and the fastening consists of a

strap with double ring - as used 'back-in-the-day'
and still used in the racing industry."

The inner shell is made of differentiated
density EPS for enhanced impact energy
absorption, and the outer shell is
moulded in a DCA multi-axial structure
carbon, Dyneema and Aramid fibre
laminate mixed with epoxy resin.
The result is described as a lightweight
and elastic material, but one that is
highly resistant in the event of an impact
to make the 'Trophy' a robust but

comfortable helmet

PREMIER HELMETS
Gallicano/Lucca, ITALY
Tel: +39 0583 730 310

info@premier.it
www.premier.it

'Oxegen 3 Air'

Falco race and casual

Billet clutch baskets
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French accessory manufacturer Ermax has added a
number of new windshields to its range for 2021,
including two height options for the Honda X-ADV,
as seen here.
This high protection windshield measures 57 cm high
and features a frontal air intake. It is manufactured
from PMMA (also known as "acrylic glass") or an
anti-scratch polycarbonate for "optimal protection".
It is available in eight colours - clear, gray, satin gray,
transparent brown, light or dark black, satin black,
red.
It is available in a 47 cm tall touring windshield
configuration (with air intakes), which is 7 cm shorter
than the OEM windshield.
Also available for the X-ADV, this ABS rear hugger
and 3 mm thick, black anodised aluminium chain
guard are sold together as a rear end 'tidy-up' - the
mudguard attaches to the upper casing of the chain
guard. The wheel trim is available in raw, painted,
satin black (Black Line) or carbon look.
Four choices of windshield style are offered for the
Honda Forza 750, each with frontal air intakes to
reduce turbulence at high speed and fogging in rainy

weather. They are offered as 67 cm (with hand
protection) in clear, gray, transparent brown and light
black; OEM size replacement (55 cm); sport screen
style (48 cm) and a 33 cm Hypersport style version
in choice of seven colours.
A replacement rear hugger and aluminium
chainguard is also offered as a model-specific fitment
for the Forza 750.

ERMAX
Roquefort La Bedoule, FRANCE
Tel: +33 04 42 73 67 91
accueil@ermax.fr
www.ermax.fr

Touring
screen for

X-ADV

Screens and rear end
'tidy-up' for Honda 
X-ADV and Forza 750

ABS rear hugger for X-ADV

67 cm windscreen for Forza 750

French distributor and brand owner Sifam has added
to its S-line brand with VestReflect - an ultra-
ventilated jacket design that provides temperature
control and protection in the hot riding season. 
Described as "extremely light and comfortable", its
large, ventilated mesh panels provide optimised
airflow circulation while ensuring safety thanks to
the integrated EN17092-4 certified CE protectors.
"Its neat look perfectly suits the daily life of busy
riders in the summer".

SIFAM
Saint Laurent du Var, FRANCE
Tel: +33 (0)4 97 00 07 78
jramos@sifam.fr
www.sifam.fr

S-Line Reflect
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The KOSO RX3 multifunction meter is "compact,
lightweight, easy to use and ideally suited for use on
motorcycles, trikes or scooters".
Functions include speedometer, rev counter,
odometer, gear indicator, target distance or target
speed and many more, all integrated in the
multifunction meter.
The RX3 features a brightly coloured 3.5" TFT LCD
display in a modern design and with a brand new

user-friendly interface. The background can be
personalised by choosing from five different colours,
and the brightness setting guarantees the readability
of the display - day and night.

KOSO EUROPE
St.Wendel, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)6851 978720
info@kosoeurope.com
www.kosoeurope.com

RX3 TFT multifunction
meter

UV resistant brake reservoir
Italian distributor Omnia Racing
presents the new Brembo BLACK
EDITION brake reservoir with
smoked oil tank and black
anodised Ergal (high strength,
lightweight zinc-aluminium
alloy) bracket - "a very
racing style aesthetic
touch".
The UV resistant tank is
transparent with a
smoky tint, allowing the
control of the fluid level
inside the tank, but
protecting the
contained liquid from
the sun's rays.
Omnia Racing
exclusively supplies the

mounting bracket in black anodised
aluminium instead of the natural
aluminium bracket, making the
product even more refined. It is
available exclusively from the
Omnia Racing website, code #
10444663KIT.

OMNIA RACING SPECIAL PARTS
Portici (NA), ITALY
Tel: +39 0817 754329

info@omniaracing.it
www.omniaracing.com

Crash pads
for RS 660

German manufacturer GSG-Mototechnik has been
quick to spot the potential "use and abuse" that
Aprilia's new RS 660 and the Tuono 660 will be
exposed to, so the company has rushed crash pad
applications to market.
They are such exclusive and all-round gorgeous
machines that dealers would be well advised to
equip any models they sell or service with crash pads
as soon as possible.
"We have been designing and developing
motorcycle protects for more than 30 years and all
that experience goes into every one of our designs
and applications," says owner Gerhard Schweppe. 
Founded in 1985, GSG has been leading the
development of fall protection products for
motorcycles as materials options for protector
designs and the protection requirements of
motorcycle designs have evolved.
"Our plastic pad runners are manufactured from

high quality, highly resilient and shock-absorbent
solid material that allows us to create applications
that fit harmoniously with the design of the
motorcycle. Using an elaborate substructure to
absorb impact energy, our designs allow fully
reversible, modification-free easy installation.
"All the products are weight-optimised, with the
range including swingarm and fork protection for all
popular makes and models right up to the new 2021
motorcycles."

GSG-MOTOTECHNIK GMBH
Extertal, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)5754 655
info@gsg-mototechnik.de
www.gsg.mototechnik.de

http://www.zardlab.com
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ROEG - 2021 collection
Motorcycle Storehouse presents the new "old
school" ROEG brand collection of helmets and
goggles.
The latest addition to the ROEG helmet line-up is the
'JETTSON' - handmade in a four-size PolyFibre shell
with a "super comfortable woven liner - so it sits nice

and low on the head. Tested and approved to the
highest ECE-R22.05 standard, it comes complete
with padded chin strap, classic double D-ring closure
and small peak - plus, brass rivets for visors/shields
and a wide, rough trim with a leather lining gives the
'JETTSON' that distinguished 70s vibe."
The matching 'JETTSON' "old school" moto goggles
"fuse vintage moto design with modern styling and
technology for a timeless look with 'next level'
performance." The goggles meet the CE
EN1938:2010 regulations applicable to motorcycle
use. The chrome retro goggle frame is finished with
100% premium cowhide and fitted with a grey anti-
scratch lens and a 35 mm woven strap.
Designed in collaboration with the editors at '13 and
a Half' magazine, ROEG has also produced "an
incredibly special of-the-moment 'JETT' Skull Buckets
collection - also featuring chrome trim and
contemporary features such as the multi-size CE
approved PolyFibre outer shell and luxury liner.
In other news, the new Motorcycle Storehouse
Lifestyle 2021 catalog is "the one to have when
you're in to something ... different". It includes a
wide selection of over 10,000 products that are
"fashionable, stylish, practical, non-practical or a
combination of these properties" - helmets, visors,

goggles, gloves, jackets, vests, hoodies, jerseys,
sweatshirts, T-shirts, tank tops, overalls, jeans, riding
pants, work pants, aprons, shorts, shoes/boots, socks,
caps, beanies, tunnels, scarfs, luggage bags, tool
rolls, back packs, pins, signs, key fobs, patches,
stickers and more from fine brands. 
New brands added to the 2021 catalog include
Coleman, Roland Sands, Bobby Bolt and new
collections of Roeg and 13.5.

MOTORCYCLE STOREHOUSE BV
Groningen, NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 (0)50 303 9775
info@mcseurope.nl
www.motorcyclestorehouse.com

'JETTSON', the new 
"old school" kit of ROEG

The ROEG 13 1/2
Skull Buckets
'JETT' helmet

The ROEG 'JETTSON' "old school" moto goggles

Twin USB A & C socket
Catering to the increasing needs that riders have for
device connectivity, this USB twin socket (2 x max.
3.6A) from German specialist BAAS Bike Parts sets
the input voltage from 12V to the 5V USB standard. 
The big specialty about this design is the
incorporation of USB-A and a contemporary USB-C
port - essential for the latest generations of mobile
phones and other 'creature comforts'.
The USB11 board socket with 1.5 m cable allows
flexible mounting on handlebars (22-28 mm) or
tubing string with cable ties. An optional accessory,
ZAH bracket is available for socket mounting without
cable ties with a slim screw holder for tubing string
on 22-28 mm handlebars. Fuse and fuse holder
included.

BAAS BIKE PARTS
Abstatt, GERMANY

Tel: +49 (0)7062 97 93 93
info@baas-parts.de
www.baas-parts.de
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Factory racing spec,
OEM-compatible MX
brake caliper upgrade
Dutch MX brakes and sprocket specialist Moto-
Master has introduced a "factory racing spec" MX
brake Caliper Series that promises "the next level of
stopping power".
"The difference between ordinary and
extraordinary is being able to engineer-in
that little extra quality and precision to
make the difference," says Moto-
Master's Rolf Verhagen.
The MXC features an ultra-
rigid bridge design that
eliminates all flex and
increases stopping power.
The excellent modulation
means maximum control,
enabling you to go faster
with confidence because of
the smooth and more
predictable braking action.
The opt imal  p is ton
retraction prevents wheel
drag thanks to a specially
developed h igh
temperature resistant
piston and seal combination
that optimises the piston retraction.
"With the MXC Series we set out to make a caliper
which is more lightweight, more compact and
reduces the caliper flex that is associated with most
OEM capiler designs to an absolute minimum."
Moto-Master's MXC precision machined billet
caliper is a bolt-on factory racing performance
upgrade that "sets a new benchmark for aftermarket
motocross calipers. The compact and rigid design
delivers the best possible brake power transfer and
optimal rider feedback".
Up to 20% lighter than a standard cast aluminium
caliper, the top quality one-piece caliper body is
made out of 7075 grade billet aluminium with a
durable, hard nickel plating for added protection. The
race-proven, closed stainless steel piston design
prevents accumulation of dirt while remaining
extremely heat resistant.
It is fully OE compatible, fitting the OEM brake pads

and the OEM
adapter. The brake pads

and accessories are included;
caliper service kits and replacement

parts are available. All research and development is
done in-house by Moto-Master in the Netherlands. 
The MXC series was extensively tested by JM-
HONDA MXGP. Team owner Jacky Martens states
that the MXC has proven to be "very reliable,
providing a fixed pressure point all through the
temperature range, along with excellent
modulation." JM-HONDA MXGP has adopted the
MXC caliper for use in 2021 MXGP.
It is available for popular models, including KTM,
Husqvarna, GasGas, Honda, Suzuki, Kawasaki and
Yamaha. "The OEM compatibility makes the MXC
the ultimate user-friendly upgrade," says Rolf.

MOTO-MASTER EUROPE BV
Duizel, NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 (0)49 768 4036
info@moto-master.com
www.moto-master.com

Save 4.5 kg on
the Triumph
Trident 660

This stylish new Triumph Trident 660
stainless steel 3 into 1 full exhaust kit from
Italian specialist Zard features a removable
dB killer and carbon end cap.
Available in racing (+4 hp) and Euro 5
homologated (+1 hp) versions, it weighs in
at just 3.6 kg compared to the original
version weight of 8.1 kg.
It has a titanium sleeve, and the black
coating is high temperature resistant up to
+1000°C. The installation of this exhaust
does not require any modifications to the
ECU.

ZARD S.R.L.
Baldichieri d'Asti (AT), ITALY
Tel: +39 0141 659239
sales@zardexhaust.com
www.zardlab.com

http://www.kosoeurope.com
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Virus Power suits -
Italian track-bred
safety innovation
headed for the street 
Tuscany based Virus Power manufactures race suits
with what it describes as a "revolutionary eco-
friendly material" that is made from high-tech textile
fibres.
Internationally known and respected designer
Manual Franzan told IDN: "The results are designs
that guarantee safety and comfort - the two
important factors that are not always easy to in the
same design, but Virus Power has done that.
"The innovative, eco-friendly material is composed
of high-tech textile fibres and is a patent that belongs
to Manifattura Pri.ma.tex Srl, a company founded by
Rudi Priami and based near Florence. It is a leader in
the safety sector and very experienced in the highly
specialised research and development of technical
textiles for safety workwear and footwear.
"Virus Power was born from that pedigree by a
specialised business that was able to use over 20
years of experience in the field of safety and apply it
to the specific requirements of the motorcycling
sector." 
Although it is a much used and generally
exaggerated claim, Manuel says that Virus Power
suits do represent a true, genuine technological
innovation, and that they are certified in triple A
according to the EN 17092:2020 regulation -
"reaching levels of safety never touched before by
similar garments".
The 'secret sauce' is that the high-tech
'Multiprotective' textile fibres guarantee
breathability and lightness - the suits are water
repellent, machine washable and fully printable, and
are therefore customisable. 
"The project is completely based on the maximum
respect for the environment," says Manuel. "The
suits and any other Virus Power garments are

manufactured with recyclable materials and with a
total absence of components of animal origin."
"Virus Power suits allow us to respect life without
giving up safety," says Virus Power founder and
President Christian Priami. It is an ambitious and
important project founded on technology and
research, with the aim to guarantee safety and high
performance for those who wear Virus Power
products, but which, at the same time, does not
ignore its environmental impact.

"Excellence can only be achieved by keeping faith
with what you believe in," continues Christian.
"After our extraordinary debut of last year, and
thanks to the renewed confidence shown in us by
the Italian Motorcycling Federation, we are heading
into the new championship season looking to
reconfirm our presence on the circuits and use what
we learned last year.
"We have set ourselves another ambitious goal for
2021 - entering the market with a very urban
oriented programme of daily riding apparel. We
expect to be able to announce the jackets and gloves
that will be available under the Virus Power brand
name very soon."

VIRUS POWER BY MANIFATTURA
PRI.MA.TEX
Prato, ITALY
Tel: +39 0574 634281
info@viruspower.it
www.viruspower.itRudi Priami (left), Primatex founder and Christian Priami, Virus Power founder/President

Simone Schiocchetto, Virus Power
Product Manager

Riccardo Morelli, Virus Rider, Mugello 2021

www.idnmag.com
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Ventura for Triumphs
Manufactured in New Zealand by Dold Industries,
Ventura luggage is a versatile, inventory-friendly,
system-based range of model-specific and universal-
mount luggage options.
The range includes hard top boxes and soft top
luggage packs, panniers/side bags, tank bags and
more - available for a huge range of makes and
models. With roots going back to the mid-1970s, the
company now makes systems for over 2,500 models.
Central to the system is a versatile, ergonomic,
modular and robust easy-mount system that is
secure and safe as well as versatile and durable. 
The Ventura Bike-Pack system features a rack, packs
and model-specific bracket designs - it really is that
simple, and it really is that good. Ventura packs are
made with Kodra fabric, a heavy duty ballistic nylon
material, and lined with a laminated, waterproof PVC
backed material. They are available as single
components or bundled kits. Simple, robust, versatile
and durable are the keywords here.

The central mounting component is the company's
L-bracket, and as with all the racks, they are made in
mild steel tube and are satin black powder-coat

finished (or polished silver/chrome for Cruisers).
Recent application additions include options for a
selection of modern Triumphs - including Street
Triples (660, 765, S (LAMS), R and RS); the Tiger 900
GT Pro and 850 Sport, and the urban oriented 900
cc 2020/2021 Street Scrambler.

DOLD INDUSTRIES
Te Rapa, Hamilton, NEW ZEALAND
Tel: +64 7 849 4392
ventura@ventura-bike.com
www.ventura-bike.com

FLYON Rio open-face
The FLYON Rio is a new graphic version of the open-
face helmet by Caberg, Italy. Conceived for daily urban
and extra-urban use, it has a durable and robust

design and comes in two sizes of composite fibre outer
shell (plus a top of the range carbon version).
Features include a wide outer visor with lock system
to prevent sudden opening, an anti-scratch visor with
anti-fog Pinlock lens, an easy-to-adjust integrated
anti-scratch sunshade, and what Caberg describes as
"extraordinarily good ventilation with two vents on
the top and an air extractor on the back".
The removable and washable liner is made from highly
transpiring fabrics and it has a micrometric buckle and
helmet-secure ring. The visor features Caberg's
'Double Visor Tech' (DVT) and the helmet weighs in
from 1,320 g +/- 50 g for the small fibreglass version,
and the same for the large carbon version; even the
large fibreglass shell version only weighs 1,420 g +/-
50 g.
Two colourways are avai lable: matt
black/anthracite/red/silver and matt blue
Yama/white/yellow Fluo/silver.

CABERG SPA
Azzano S Paolo (BG), ITALY
Tel: +39 035 4203611
info@caberg.it
www.caberg.it

http://www.velomoto.com.tr
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Based between Padua and Vicenza in northern Italy,
suspension specialist Matris offers dealers access to
a constantly evolving programme of front suspension
and rear shock absorber products.
Founded in 1980, the Matris range is huge, and
continuously updated to provide dealers with access

to a wide range of
applications for current and
new models. Seen here is a
refined and durable twin
shock set-up for Triumph
and Moto Guzz i
applications (also available
for selected Harley and
Indian Motorcycle models).
Built to the same high
standards as Matris' mono
and remote reservoir
shocks for ADV, touring and
sport bike applications, this
two-way "KC" adjustable
twin shock is described as
being ideal for touring and
sport use on classic and
custom style bikes.
Two separate and
independent hydraulic

damping control units adjust compression and
rebound; for most applications a length and ride
height adjuster unit is also available. The spring
preload is tuned by millimetric ring.
These Matris twin shocks are manufactured using
"high-end technical and mechanical materials with
the objective to offer fine damping adjustment to
ensure the greatest confidence, plus excellent
comfort with each 'click' making a perceptible
difference to the damping". 
Seen here on a Triumph Speed Twin, they are fully
rebuildable and re-valveable, and available in dark
and chrome. 

MATRIS S.R.L.
Camisano Vicentino (VI), ITALY
Tel: +39 0444 411636
info@matrisdampers.com
www.matrisdampers.com

Matris Italian made twin shocks

Italian protection and
riding undergarment
specialist Zandona's new
'NetCube Back Pro' is a CE
Level 2 certified back
protector (EN 1621-2)
equipped with its
"exclusive Net3
Technology".
An innovative structure
made of nitrile anti-
shock rubber with
patented 3D net
technology, it is "the
result of detailed
precision R&D that allowed us to
obtain a winning combination of
design, shape and high performing material

composition that guarantees
substantial impact energy
absorption power.
"It offers great comfort because
it perfectly follows the natural
movements of the body and is
completely foldable," says Sales
and Marketing Manager Luca
Baldissera. "The innovation at the
heart of our Net3 Technology is
its structure - made of nitrile anti-
shock rubber with patented 3D
netting technology.
"Approved to EN 1621-2 Level 2,

it delivers low weight and thickness with
internal padding in E.V.C. (Evoluted
Viscoelastic Cells) - an innovative
waterproof, anti-shock 'smart material' with

a high performance-to-weight-to-thickness
ratio."
Additional features include S.R.T. Technology
(Sweat Removing Textile), a breathable 3D
textile that transfers sweat to the outside
and Renew Memory Technology (RNW), a
built-in technology that slowly allows the
material to come back to its original shape
and size after any compression.
It is available in black, has adjustable and
removable suspenders and is 100% Made in
Italy.

ZANDONÀ
Caerano di San Marco (TV), ITALY
Tel: +39 0423 569135
info@zandona.net
www.zandona.net

Zandonà - NetCube Back Pro

http://www.ognibenechaintech.it


48 INTERNATIONAL DEALER NEWS - JUNE/JULY 2021

Based at Granollers, outside Barcelona (near the
Circuit de Barcelona-Catalunya), Spanish parts and
accessories specialist Puig continues to add to its
fast-growing product range with regular additions
and updates.
Originally best known for its plastic parts and air
tunnel software derived windscreens, Puig is a long-
term Official Kawasaki Racing Team (KRT) Technical
partner, and the durability and design innovation
needed for life with the most successful of teams in
the hugely competitive and demanding World SBK
series is evident in the design details, manufacturing
quality, control and materials research that goes into
all Puig parts.
Here is a selection of recent additional new products
for 2021…

New generation Touring
windshields

Seen here on the BMW R18, Puig's new generation
of Touring windshields are designed for naked-style
models with non-round headlights.
Manufactured in 3 mm PMMA (also known as
'acrylic glass'), they are tuned for aerodynamic
performance and optimal weather protection; for
some models there are two designs available,  New
Generation Sport or New Generation Touring, in a
range of colourways.

Naked front spoiler

Seen here on the Yamaha MT-09 (2020) and made
from impact-resistant 3 mm matt black ABS, Puig's
new front spoiler design for naked style models is
said to improve the aerodynamics, sporting character

and aesthetics with an "aggressive and elegant
look".
The design will "channel the air that reaches the
radiator frontally and, thanks to its shapes, provide
almost 2 kg of downforce on the front wheel -
generating an anti-wheelie and anti-shimmie effect
for greater stability at high speeds, more poise under
braking and greater stability when changing
direction".

Handguard extension

Seen here on the Triumph Tiger 900 (2021), Puig
handguard extensions add extra protection to the
handguards on selected cross-over ('dual-purpose')
models. Manufactured in hard and highly scratch-
resistant PMMA (Polymethylmethacrylate), they are
aerodynamic and protect motorcycle levers and
riders' hands. Offered in a choice of clear smoked,
dark smoked and transparent to match the screens.

Manual Elevation
Mechanism

Available for the KTM 790 Adventure (2021), Puig's
windscreen Manual Elevation Mechanism (M.E.M.)
"improves the performance of the motorcycle and
provides dynamic aerodynamic protection that is
adaptive to the characteristics of each driving
moment and situation.
"It is a compact mechanism that allows tool-free
modification of the position of the screen to adapt
itself to the different situations that the chosen route
demands. You can raise and increase the
aerodynamic protection on fast roads or in adverse
weather conditions, and you can also decrease it in
the city or when driving off-road for a wide field view
without interference, and for a sporty look.
The mechanism works with OEM and Puig screens.

Kickstand extensions
Seen here on the Suzuki DL1050 V-Strom, this
kickstand extension is 100% wider than the OEM

design and allows parking on soft or uneven surfaces
with greater safety. It is a mixed piece - part stainless
steel, part CNC-machined from an aluminium block
with rear anodising. These materials provide greater
resistance while maintaining a low weight (110-160
g, depending on the model). 

Scooter levers

This new scooter lever design "emphasizes the
minimalist and avant-garde character of current
scooters. Milled from a single aluminium block, the
piece is then anodised in a black or silver tone". 
Puig's designers have incorporated a regulation and
adjustment system through a small wheel, located in
the anchor area - the rider can modify the distance
at which the fist lever remains at its maximum
extension - an excellent feature for people with small
hands. It improves the feel of two-finger braking and
allows riders to keep them on the lever - a key
defensive driving technique for city riders.

PUIG/MOTOPLASTIC S.A.
Granollers (BCN), SPAIN
Tel: +34 93 8490 633
info@puig.tv
www.puig.tv 

Puig additions
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Zieger parts and accessories
It is a classic motorcycle industry story. Man wants a
part for his motorcycle. Man can't find the part he
wants. Man makes part for himself. Man finds himself
in the motorcycle parts industry!
In 2005, Frank Zieger was looking for a very
particular style of high-quality holder for his
motorcycle's licence plate. Not being able to find the
design he wanted he made one for himself, out of
sheet metal, in his basement.
That was the beginning of IBEX GmbH, which today
has grown into one of the market's leading
motorcycle accessories specialists.
Working on his own, designing and fabricating the
parts himself as one-off pieces, Frank says: "My first
series produced licence plate holders were made for
me by a jobbing shop. As the business grew, I was
able to move to a garage and start producing small
series myself."
Just two years after founding the company, Frank
bought his own bending machine. From 2010 on he
was able to offer his customers everything from a
single source: from cutting to bending to welding. 
The goals he had set for himself personally and for
IBEX were achieved slowly and carefully, step by step,
setting ever more ambitious goals as he achieved
success. A larger production hall followed, and in
2016, Frank was able to invest in a new, fully
automated ERP system. 
"This not only helps to maintain an overview, but
also ensures speed and a lower error rate. I

integrated production planning into the system in
2017 and have been able to continue adding to
capacity ever since.
"I have been able to add new technologies, such as
pipe laser cutting, a welding robot for even more
precise welding, and a lathe and milling machine,
and, as I did that, I was able to grow the product
portfolio and with the new products came
continuous sales growth.
"After just five years, by 2018 it became apparent
that the current location was already too small again.
There was a lack of storage capacity, and being able
to incorporate my own powder-coating plant would
give the production capacity and turnaround speed
a huge boost."
From ground-breaking in February 2019 to being
able to occupy the new 1,900 sq m facility in Pirna,
Germany (on the Elbe between Dresden and the

Czech border), only took around eight or nine
months.  The new building houses powder coating,
warehousing and sales operations. The original
facility at Dresden (2,500 sq m) deals with
production, development and accounting. The
company currently has 35 employees, and is still
growing.
Previously Frank had mostly relied on the internet for
sales. Now, however, he has been able to staff and
equip a new in-house sales department in order to
drive dealer and distributor sales and grow exports,
and has hired respected industry veteran Dieter
Klann to run it.
Now Frank has even greater capacity and
opportunity the investments are continuing.
November last year saw a new, fully automatic
bending cell put into operation in the new facility.
At the beginning of the year, Frank decided that his
manufacturing business, IBEX GmbH, should be just
that, the manufacturing company name only. Since
it is Frank who designs most of the products, he is
now branding the motorcycle parts and accessories
that IBEX produces as Zieger.
"By deciding on this brand name, I am documenting
that I not only stand behind the products with my
name, but also vouch for their outstanding quality."
This year has also seen a first Zieger parts and
accessories catalogue published - at 184 pages, it
shows just how far the brand has come, how much
the range has grown from just that one original
licence plate holder!
The winter saw a lot of new products developed, and
the additional space has meant that Frank could add

substantially to the inventory the company can hold.
With Dieter Klann driving Sales and Marketing, the
plan now is to add importers - with partners sought
for Spain, France, Austria, Switzerland, Sweden and
the Czech Republic among others.

IBEX GMBH
Pirna, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)3501 5719732
info@ibex-parts.de
www.ibex-parts.de

Seen here on the Triumph Tiger 900 Rally, the
Zieger range extends from travel equipment to
centre stands, crash bars, engine covers and more
- including, of course, licence plate holders.

Frank Zieger: "By deciding on the Zieger brand
name, I am documenting that I not only stand
behind the products with my name, but also
vouch for their outstanding quality."
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Celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, Italian
exhaust specialist MIVV continues to add to its
product range.
To complement its existing Carbon EVO full system
for the Ducati Streetfighter V4, the company has now
added a Titanium EVO full system and a choice of X-
M1 slip-ons.
This titanium system does not require the
replacement of the original manifolds and it also fits
with the short Ducati performance licence plate
holder, as well as with the stock one. 
MIVV recommends remapping, to improve
performance, and a map configuration is available.
With the dB killer, the system is rated to make 104
dB at 5,500 rpm.
The system makes 187.41 hp at 12,000 rpm (+6.44

over stock) and 112.5 Nm at 7,670 rpm (+3.70 Nm),
weighing in at 4.9 kg for a -1.5 kg weight saving
compared to the stock system.
"This complete exhaust represents the maximum
expression of our exhaust technology. Every single
product is tested in-house on our test benches,

paying particular attention to engine performance,
in order to obtain the maximum possible
performance.
"The EVO version, aimed at the racing world, is the
top line of excellence in the MIVV complete exhausts
line-up, created to meet the needs of the teams
involved in the various championships. Developed
thanks to the experience gained at the highest levels
in the world of competitions, such as MotoGP, the
EVO version is 100% TIG welded and made entirely
of grade 1 titanium."
The X-M1 slip-on does not require the replacement
of the original primary manifolds and features 100%
titanium construction. It allows the reassembly of the
original chain guard protecting the exhaust from
chain oil and grease. To improve performance, MIVV
recommends remapping the ECU. 
Available in titanium and black painted stainless
steel, both are rated at 107 dB/6,375 rpm. "Made
to improve the aesthetics, sound and performance of
the bike, the MIVV slip-on exhausts come from the
utmost attention to design, with the aim of satisfying
those who want the look of their bike to stand out

from the crowd. The result of our race experience
(MotoGP and Moto2), the X-M1 is the perfect
synthesis between racing style and performance.
With a design similar to the exhausts made for the
World Championship, the X-M1 silencer has a
conical shape and compact dimensions that are able
to release the captivating MIVV sound.
"The titanium version has a central body in grade 1
slow titanium with a 'pearled' effect obtained thanks
to a special finishing process. It is the perfect version
for those who want to achieve significant weight
savings.
"The Black INOX (304 stainless steel) version
features the MIVV 'Black Moon' effect - an
outstanding finish obtained using a special heat-
resistant and durable ceramic-based painting
process."

MIVV S.P.A.
Sant' Omero (TE), ITALY
Tel: +39 0861 8120237
moto@mivv.it
www.mivv.com

MIVV Streetfighter race
exhausts

X-M1 slip-on in black

Titanium EVO
full system

In response to demand from dealers and
enthusiasts alike, German specialist SIP
Scootershop now has high quality, second
generation tubeless wide tyre rims available
for Lambretta models in 2.50-10 in addition
to its 2.10-10 sizes.
Manufactured in high-strength, lightweight
aluminium with a pre-mounted valve, CEO
Ralf Jodl says that its one-piece designs and
high-strength, durable materials "promote
smoother running as a result of the state-
of-the-art manufacturing accuracy. Vehicle
dynamics reach a new level, providing the
rider with greater
confidence and eliminating
the vibrations associated
with sheet metal rims.
"The modern double-hump
design of the wheel helps
prevent sudden loss of
pressure while riding if the
tyre is damaged. The air
escapes slowly enough to
enable the rider to safely
bring their bike to a halt.
Thankfully, dangerous

blow-outs at high speed
become a thing of the past! 
These tubeless SIP
performance Lambretta
rims are available in two
widths - 2.10 is the
standard width of
Lambretta rims, but 2.50
inches is standard for Cosa
or automatic models. This
allows more ready tyres to
be mounted safely. Ralf
warns that the 2.50 rim is not

compatible with all disc
brakes, but there are some
brands that can be easily
combined. 
Originally, the rim of the
Lambretta is screwed
onto four studs. For the
rear wheel, however,
brake drums with 8-
wheel bolts can be
installed. These should
ensure greater strength.

"We offer Lambretta rims
that can be mounted on four or

eight bolts.
The rims are also available with pre-

mounted tyres. Applications for the rims
include Lambretta 125 LI/Special/GP/DL, 150
LI/Special/SX/GP, 175 TV and 200
TV/SX/GP/DL.

SIP SCOOTERSHOP GMBH
Landsberg, GERMANY
Tel: +49 (0)8191 9699969
martin@sip-scootershop.de
www.sip-scootershop.com

One-piece tubeless rims for Lambretta models
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Italian brand Hevik is launching 'Light', a capsule
collection that incorporates some of Hevik's most
successful garments in a lighter version, both in
terms of structure and price.
The collection includes "nine smart and affordable"
garments for men and women, including the
'Scirocco Light' summer jacket. Designed for riding
in the hot season, this jacket "guarantees a high
level of ventilation". The polyester outer fabric has
large mesh zones on the chest, on the back and inner
portions of the sleeves, and it also has a removable,
windproof membrane.
Safety is provided by the standard CE protectors on
shoulders and elbows and the back protector pocket
for Hevik HFB protector level 2 and the new H-CB
protector level 2. Further useful details on the jacket
include a Neoprene collar trim with button fastening,
a jacket-pants fastening system, strap adjustments
on the wrists and reflective inserts on the shoulders.
The front closure is by zip and there are five pockets

in total. Available to fit men and women, 'Scirocco
Light' comes in three shared colours, including a high
visibility version with fluorescent yellow inserts, black
and black/grey. The garment is certified according to
harmonised standard prEN 17092-4:2017 Class A.

HEVIK
Brescia (BS), ITALY
Tel: +39 030 268 0374
info@hevik.com
www.hevik.com

Italian helmet specialist Airoh has updated
its popular 'Mathisse' all-purpose
modular/flip-up helmet with new features
including a 180° chin-guard rotation system
and a fully integrated communication
system. 
With double P/J certification, the HRT (High
Resistant Thermoplastic) outer shell is made
in two different sizes and a reimagined
ventilation system - top vent and rear
extractor - provides improved comfort.
There is a retractable, UV resistant sun visor,
micrometric retention system, Pinlock 7.0
and 'Stop Wind' to "make it the perfect high
class choice for every kind of riding".
It weighs from 1,650 g/±50 g, is
available in a choice of three
solid colourways and six
sizes; the tool-less quick
release, scratch resistant
and UV resistant visor
features extra-wide
vision. The inner lining is
removable, washable
and hypoallergenic.

LOCATELLI S.P.A.
Almenno San Bartolomeo (BG), ITALY
Tel: +39 035 553101
info@airoh.com
www.airoh.com

Airoh 'Mathisse'
modular with
P/J certification

G.P.R 'Impact Zero' M3
for Zontes ZT 125 G1
Legendary Italian exhaust manufacturer G.P.R. is
taking its environmental responsibilities very seriously.
We have reported previously on the huge investment
it is making into an offset tree planting programme in
its Milan hometown and on the steps it has already
taken, and the further steps it plans to take on reducing
the carbon impact of its manufacturing operations.
The steps include the maximum possible use of
recycled materials and attention to the 'end-of-life'

status of its exhaust designs.
The first in a new family of exhaust designs - its 'Impact
Zero' line - follows the principles of the "circular
economy" as closely as possible and will include
factoring production of the new design into its
planting programme target for the end of this year.
Seen here is the first of its 'Impact Zero' designs - the
stylish M3 line for the Zontes ZT 125 G1. The new line
not only looks great, but is homologated for road use
with the inclusion of a Euro 4 and Euro 5 catalyst. Due
to an incredible 60% weight saving, the design also
delivers a +0.9 hp power increase in its homologated
set-up.

G.P.R. ITALIA SRL
Riozzo di Cerro al Lambro (MI), ITALY
Tel: +39 02 98112058
info@gpr.it
www.gpr.it

Hevik 'Scirocco
Light' jacket
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Italian luggage and parts and
accessories specialist GIVI has
added options for the 2020
edition of the BMW F 900 XR.
An extensive range of
accessories and bike-specific
mounts are already available,
depending on bike use and
luggage loads, including a set of
three thermoformed cases or
hard cases, made from a choice
of plastic, aluminium or a mix.
Additionally, there are side bags
in semi-rigid textiles, tank bags,
windscreens with added
protection, engine guards, rear
mud guards, hand protectors, a
widened side stand plate and
small accessories to install
electronic devices. 
Other accessories include a rack
in anodised aluminium for
MONOKEY top cases (SRA5137)
and a rack (5137FZ) for
MONOKEY or MONOLOCK top
cases, suitable for supporting
the EX2M aluminium bag holder. This rack
is not compatible with the factory side
cases. 
A new modular side frame, PL One-Fit, can
be configured on the basis of the type of

case to be mounted on the bike. It is a
tubular frame with a diameter of 18 mm,
which can transform into a rapid release
rack when combined with the 02RKIT. Three
versions of this system are available. 

A pannier holder for V35 and V37
MONOKEY side cases (PLX5137) can also be
combined with the 02RKIT for transforming
it into a rapid release pannier holder.
TE5137 is a holder for Easylock side bags or
soft side bags, and the BF11 flange fits
TANKLOCK and TanklockED tank bags.
There is also a transparent windscreen, size
49 x 43 cm (H x L), which substitutes the
factory windscreen and provides an
additional 23 cm in height for greater
protection against airflow. It is also
available in a smoked version (D5137S).
Other parts include TN5137, an engine
guard made from black 25 mm diameter
steel tube; a kit (RM5137KIT) to mount the
RM02 spray guard to the rear wheel
(available separately), made of fiberglass
reinforced nylon; hand protectors in ABS
(HP5137); a support in aluminium and steel
to widen the contact area of the factory
side stand (ES5137); and an upper bracket
to be mounted behind the windscreen to
act as a support for GIVI GPS/smartphone
holders (FB5137).

GIVI S.P.A.
Flero (BS), ITALY
Tel: +39 030 358 1253
info@givi.it
www.givimoto.it

'The Shield' jeans
New from Planet Knox, 'The Shield' jeans are said to
be "the pinnacle of the Knox riding jeans collection.
Now CE approved under the EN 17092 regulations
to Class AAA rating, 'The Shield' jeans are true single
layer jeans with no extra mesh lining. 
"They look exactly like regular jeans, but the patent-
pending Spectra stretch denim comes with incredible
strength and durability, 40% stronger than aramid
and fifteen times stronger than steel, it is one of the
world’s strongest and lightest fibres. 
"In addition to having supreme strength, Spectra
denim is also hypoallergenic, moisture repelling, and
helps riders to stay cool by drawing heat away from
the body."

'The Shield' jeans incorporate stretch for all day
comfort. There are invisible armour pockets with
external access for easy removal of low-profile Knox
CE Micro-lock protectors in the hips and knees that
are fitted as standard.

PLANET KNOX
Cockermouth, Cumbria, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1900 825825
sales@planet-knox.com
www.planet-knox.com

Touring enhancements for BMW F 900 XR
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Specially developed for ADV models, Italian exhaust
specialist LeoVince has added to its newly developed
LV-12 line of Made in Italy slip-ons. Last month we
reported on its Honda Africa Twin application - here
we see its new fitment for the BMW R 1250 GS. 
Available in three different finishes - Tig welded ASI
304 stainless steel, the high-temperature resistant
black ceramic coated Black Edition and the ultra-
lightweight Tig welded titanium outer sleeve and
bracket version.
Additional features include a dual-flow carbon fibre
end cap with a matt clear coating for maximum UV
resistance.
"The oversize design makes the LV-12 the perfect fit

for adventure motorcycles and the laser-etched
LeoVince logo gives the exhaust a premium finish.
With its dynamic and aggressive look, the LV-12 is
unmistakable in the urban jungle and ready for any
adventure". 

LEOVINCE
Monticello d'Alba (CN), ITALY
info@leovince.com
www.leovince.com

LeoVince LV-12 for BMW
R 1250 GS

Making a statement
Portuguese off-road parts specialist
Polisport (the maker of performance
plastics) says that owners of KTM SX and
SX-F models who want to "turn heads"
should check out two new kits that include

two exclusive new
colourways.
The company's new
'Gold Metal' and 'Blue
Metal' Flow Kits give
the front of the bikes a
major impact-making
flash of colour, with
the rest of the bike
parts in black - the
parts included in the
kit are the number
plate, front fender and
fork guards.
With the 'Blue Metal' kit, the same front
components are in the OEM orange, and the
rest of the bike parts are in the new 'Blue
Metal' flow colour. 

POLISPORT
Carregosa, PORTUGAL
Tel: +351 256 410 230
polisport@polisport.com
www.polisport.com
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After a motocross season that once again saw Vertex
emerge as World Champions, and thanks to the close
collaboration it has with the best international teams
and riders, Italian specialist Vertex Pistons has further
refined its 4-stroke pistons range "to guarantee the
highest technological level and the highest reliability
for the 2021 racing championships".
Equipped with a molybdenum disulfide coating - to
enhance smoothness, performance and wear
resistance - they are available in four models: Pro
Replica, Pro High Compression, Pro Big Bore and GP-
Racer’s Choice ("the choice of motocross champions"
- including multiple MXGP world champion Tim
Gajser).
The Pro Replica model is made with a forged
aluminium body, racing profile, anti-seize MoS2
coating and original ring kit to perfectly replace the
standard piston while offering an excellent
quality/price ratio. 
The Pro High Compression model is produced with a
specific, dedicated forging and has the shape of the
top completely revised by the Vertex R&D engineers,
with an increase in the compression ratio that
improves power and torque.
The Pro Big Bore model has a similar design to the

standard piston but is a larger diameter with a relative
increase in the displacement, which leads to a
considerable improvement in performance. 
At the top of the range, the Vertex GP-Racer's Choice
model is hot forged with high resistance VP-310 alloy
and equipped with an exclusively machined T-Bridge
that is by F1 technology, a DLC coated pin (Diamond
Like Coating), rings in chromed or nitrated steel
(depending on the application) and a special shape on
the head that allows the maximum compression ratio
and great performance without any loss of reliability. 
For 2021, the range of hi-tech pistons dedicated to 4-
stroke off-road motorcycles has been further
expanded with new enduro models for the Beta RR
350/390/430/480 and the whole KTM, Husqvarna
and GasGas off-road line - as well as maintaining the
production of pistons for Honda CRF 250/450,
Kawasaki KX 250/450 F, Yamaha YZ 250/450 F and
Suzuki RM-Z 250/450.

VERTEX PISTONS/VP ITALY S.R.L.
Reggio Emilia, ITALY
Tel: +39 0522 918888
info@vertexpistons.com
www.vertexpistons.com

UK based international distributor Oxford
Products has these in-house designed
universal fitting premium handguards with
aluminium lever guards available for
models with no guards fitted as stock.

They have a lightweight CNC alloy
construction and 12-18 mm diameter for 22
mm diameter handlebars.
These handguards can easily be converted
to lever guards only with the addition of a
separately available converter piece to
finish off the end of the lever guard.

OXFORD PRODUCTS
Witney, Oxfordshire, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1993 862 300
info@oxprod.com
www.oxfordproducts.com

Fork tube
removal kit

Ever cursed the suspension manufacturer for that
small grub screw they use to secure the fork inner
tube to the axle clamp? They do so, of course, to try
to avoid unwanted unscrewing of such components.
For many operators though, it just makes the
disassembly of the fork tube from the fork bottom
way more difficult than it should be, making servicing
or replacing the cartridge difficult.
Based on the combined decades of experience at the
track and with working on street bikes, the specialist
suspension engineers at the Andreani Group have
come up with a special fork grub screw removal kit
to allow them to do it in an easy, safer and more
professional way.
The kit (code 04.K01.000) is among the hundreds of
specialty tools and accessories available from
Andreani Group that make the life of the suspension

service tech easier and saving time (and therefore
money) for the rider.
The kit contains a beater, two hollow mills (#10 and
#12) that allow removal of the grub screw without
damaging its head, three torx to remove the grub
screw and three drills (#3, 4 and 5) to clean the fork
tube.
In addition, Andreani Group offers service
technicians access to the widest possible range of
precision-made professional grade wrenches and
equipment, such as the fork tube removal kit
(composed of the universal tool and of a wide
selection of adaptors in 35 to 50 mm diameters), all
designed for fork tube removal without the risk of
damage.
Available as single tool or as part of the special
1003/ST package, which is designed for owners of
the Andreani Group's 'Universal Toolbox'.

ANDREANI GROUP INTERNATIONAL
Pesaro (PU), ITALY
Tel: +39 0721 209021
info@andreanigroup.com
www.andreanigroup.com

Vertex updates its 
4-stroke pistons

Oxford on guard
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The 'Dark Matter'
Italian specialist QD has introduced this slip-on for
the versatile and popular Ducati Multistrada V4.
Features include removable dB killer, an external
titanium can, a carbon fibre end cap and a new GP
style grid on the outlet.
The 'Dark Matter' version has a special ceramic matt
black, temperature resistant coating on the titanium
outer body of the silencer; the silver version is in
natural titanium finish.
The dB killer is easily pulled out by removing the
carbon end cap and the grid - the design of this one
allows it to then be refitted without the baffle.
The kit includes carbon fibre heat shields developed
to perfectly match the design of the bike. The matt
black colour, the GP style grid and the use of carbon
fibre give the product a very aggressive look; the tone
of the sound is very deep thanks to the use of an
internal cartridge with special features developed by
the QD R&D department. The weight is around 2 kg.
The system is street legal with European Euro 5
certification; it fits on the stock catalytic converter
and is compatible with Multistrada side panniers.

Activating the accompanying service card extends
the warranty by 30 months.

QD EXHAUST
Vercelli (VC), ITALY
Tel: +39 0161 805666
info@qdexhaust.it
www.qdexhaust.it

Brake cleaner removes
oil residues
The Ognibene company (Italy) has been in the brake
spare parts sector for years with its Trofeo brake pads.
For 2021 it has added a specialty brake system
maintenance product - a specific brakes cleaner.
"It’s an ideal, quick and practical product for the
removal of oily, greasy residues of brake pad
compounds - including the dust produced by the
friction and the different types of road dirt that the
brakes can be affected by and that can adhere to the
oil and dirt that is produced in all weathers.
"It’s not only for the maintenance of the disc and the
brake pads, but can also be used for the clutch, the
gearbox, the bearings and for cleaning engine
components - anywhere that removal of oily residues
is needed. It leaves surfaces perfectly clean and dry."

OGNIBENE SPA
Bologna, ITALY
Tel: +39 051 534225
commerciale@ognibenechaintech.it
www.ognibenechaintech.it 

'Cube' top
cases
Among the new 2021 products from Kappa are two
Monolock 'Cube' top cases, which stand out for their
squared shape and their "elegant and contemporary
finish". 
These 'Cube' top cases target urban scooter and
small bike riders. The main feature of this new range
is its distinctive cubical shape, departing from the
usual dome shape.
The K320NMAL has a capacity of 32 litres and is
capable of storing a full-face or modular helmet. It
has an "eye-catching" upper insert painted in satin
silver with the brand logo. The lid features a texture
with a carbon effect and there is a useful handle for
carrying. It has the "Micro 3" closing system, which
allows the top case to be closed without using the
key by simply pressing down the lid. Dimensions are
40.5 x 30.3 x 43.3 cm.
For those travelling with a passenger, the K43NMAL
is the 43-litre version, able to accommodate two full-
face or modular helmets. In terms of styling and
materials, this model has the same features as the
32-litre 'Cube', but in addition to the plate and
mounting kit as standard also includes a comfortable
central backrest. Dimensions are 43.3 x 31.5 x 
45.8 cm.

KAPPA
Flero (BS), ITALY
Tel: +39 030 268 0374
info@kappamoto.com
www.kappamoto.com

New from German parts and accessory
manufacturer MIZU, its GP-1 series brake and
clutch levers are 7-way adjustable "and offer
the best setting for every driving style and every
hand size". 
"This doesn't only mean more driving comfort, but
also improved safety. These new ergonomic designs
give the rider an ideal handle length and feel, so they
always have full control over the bike."
CNC-machined from high-strength aluminium, they
are length-adjustable and feature a security breaking
point. Delivery includes stainless steel hardware, ABE
certificate and instructions.

For improved sustainability, MIZU says
that with its "spare parts guarantee, our levers don't
have to be disposed of immediately if only a screw
or spring is broken or lost. Everything can be
reordered from us."

MIZU
Hilzingen, GERMANY
Tel. +49 (0)7731 90670
info@mizu.de
www.mizu.de

7-way adjustable GP-1 levers
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www.tecmate.com
Multi-lingual catalogs : 
tecmate.com/cat
Global distributors :
tecmate.com/distributors
Email (sales / service / technical):
tecmate.com/contact

SALES OFFICES 
EUROPE, UK & Rest of the World
(for regions not listed below)

TecMate (International) 
S.A., Belgium
Tel: +32-16-805440
North, Central and South America

TecMate North America, 
Canada
CAN  : +1-905-3372095
USA  : +1-541-6399800
Africa, Australia, New Zealand,
Southern Asia

TecMate South Africa, 
South Africa
Tel: +27-21-5316045

USA
Parts Unlimited (608) 758-1111
Hap Jones (408) 432-1918
Tucker (817) 258-9000

Canada
Parts Canada (403) 250-6611

Motovan Motorsport 
(450) 449-3903

Kimpex Action (519) 659-0508

Europe
Parts Europe

0049 (0) 6501 9695-0

Germany
Grossewaechter

0049 (0)5225859256

UK
P.D.Q. Motorcycle

0044 1628667644

Australia
Serco 07 38232833

Netherlands
Motorcycle Storehouse BV

0031 (0)50 303 9771

MotoPro Sport
0031 (0)597 613 000

Japan
Wellington Moto

France
Bihr Racing

0033 389673639

www.barnettclutches.com

DIGITAL
EDITION
TODAY
idnmag.com

BELGIUM
MOTOPRO SPORT
www.motopro.com

OFF ROAD ACTION (Trial)
www.offroadaction.net

CROATIA
CVAJKO MOTORI

www.cvajko-motori.hr
CZECH REPUBLIC
EXAC (OFF-ROAD)
www.galferparts.cz

DENMARK
MC-TECH DK

www.mctech.dk
KG IMPORT 
www.kgi.dk

FINLAND
EUROBIKER

www.eurobiker.fi
FRANCE
SEMC

www.semc.pro
CGN

www.cgnfrance.com
GERMANY

Hermann Hartje KG
www.hartje.de

CUSTOM CHROME EUROPE
www.custom-chrome-europe.com

SCOOTER-CENTER
www.scooter-center.com

STREETBUZZ DISTRIBUTION 
www.scooter-attack.com
SIP SCOOTERSHOP GMBH
www.sip-scootershop.com

GREECE
INTRAMOTO

www.intramoto.gr
MOTOCOSMOS

www.motocosmos.gr
HUNGARY

UNIX AUTO KFT
www.unixauto.hu/

ITALY
INDUSTRIAS GALFER ITALIA

www.galfermoto.it
NETHERLANDS
MOTOPRO SPORT
www.motopro.com

HOLLAND MOTOR SPORTS
www.hollandmotorsports.nl

NORWAY
NON STOP TRADING AS

www.non-stop.no

POLAND
OLEK MOTOCYKLE

www.olekmotocykle.pl
MIELOCH MOTOCYKLE

www.mieloch.pl

PORTUGAL
MULTIMOTO

www.multimoto.pt

RUSSIA
HILTEK

www.galferrussia.ru

SERBIA
MAXMOMENT

www.maxmoment.rs

SLOVAKIA
MOTOGP, S.R.O. (Off-Road)
www.motogregyplyn.sk

SWEDEN
EMX RACING AB

www.emx.se
GREVENS MOTORCYKELDELAR

www.grevensmcdelar.com
TWOSTROKE

www.twostroke.se

SWITZERLAND
SP SCOOTER PART IMPORT AG

www.scooterparts.ch

TURKEY
DENIMOTO

www.denimoto.com.tr

UK
PERFORMANCE PARTS LTD

www.performanceparts-ltd.com
MALCOLM RATHMELL (Trial)

www.mrsltd.co.uk
TWS (Off-Road)

www.twsgb.co.uk
HI LEVEL

www.hilevel1.co.uk

USA
GALFER USA

www.galferusa.com

info@galfer.es
www.galfer.eu

EUROPEAN
DISTRIBUTORS
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Brembo to
buy J.Juan 
Following the acquisition of SBS earlier
this year, Brembo has announced that
it has signed an agreement to take
100% ownership of Gavà (Barcelona)
based brake hose and pad specialist
J.Juan Group.
Brembo states: "With this transaction,
the Group expands its brand family
and completes the range of solutions
for motorbike braking systems."
Founded in 1965, J.Juan has three
plants in Spain and one in China,
manufacturing brake hoses and a
"strategic safety component for
braking systems that will complement
the current range of Brembo products
for motorbikes.
"With this transaction, Brembo forges
ahead with its path to become a

trusted solution provider. The
acquisition of J.Juan will enable the
Group to complete its range of
solutions for the motorbike braking

system and to expand its brand family
for the growing motorbike sector."
José Luis Juan, CEO of J.Juan, stated:
"We are glad to join the Brembo
Group. The transaction will allow us to
become part of a strong company with
a solid global footprint that will
support J.Juan's development for the
professional growth of all our
employees and the benefit of
customers."
Under  the agreement, the
consideration for the transaction is
currently estimated at € 70 million, to
be paid using available cash. The final
price will be subject to the usual
adjustment mechanisms envisaged for
similar transactions. The enterprise
value is put at € 73 million.

José Luis Juan, CEO of J.Juan, stated:
"We are glad to join the Brembo
Group. The transaction will allow us
to become part of a strong company
with a solid global footprint."

A new world record!
For some reason, veteran Italian
motorcycle journalist Valerio Boni
decided that he wanted to get into the
world famous Guinness Book of World
Records and that his route of doing so
was going to be to set a new world
record for the distance ridden on a
minibike in a 24-hour period!
In the shape of Italian component
specialist Polini he found a willing
collaborator and the "24h Minibike
Polini" challenge was born - and,
together, they succeeded in spectacular
fashion!
Valerio started late in the afternoon of
Tuesday, May 11th at 5.30 pm, in the
rain, at the Castelletto di Branduzzo
track in Pavia, Lombardy, south of Milan.
After 24 hours on the track, he not only
broke the previous record, but he tripled
it - recording a new record of 751.488
km (approx. 467 miles), which were
1,236 laps. 

After 24 hours, 17 pit stops to refuel,
one front and three rear tyre changes,
one new chain, two brake pads and one
clutch, Valerio crossed the finish line at
5:30 pm on Wednesday 12th May.
To help him in this project, Polini
technical staff used their experience

and a (single) Polini 910 Carena RS 6.2
minibike. The undertaking was
documented by timekeepers and a
webcam that recorded every single
moment and detail of the "24h
Minibike Polini".
www.polini.com

NEWS
BRIEFS
Honda has said that it is targeting
100% EV sales in North America by
2040 (battery-electric and fuel cell),
having achieved 40% by 2030 and
80% by 2035. The company is aiming
for carbon neutrality for all products
and corporate activities by 2050 and
zero traffic collision fatalities involving
Honda automobiles and motorcycles
globally by 2050.

Jörg Bucher, the newly elected
President of the Motosuisse, the
motorcycle industry trade
association in Switzerland, has
announced that the Swiss Moto
trade fair is to be rebranded and
moved from its long-time home
in Zurich to new facilities at the
Swiss Capital, Bern. The first
edition of the new iteration of
the show will take place at
Bernexpo in February or March
2022. Motosuisse says that "in
the future, the festival character
is to be strengthened, making
the event relevant for a younger
target audience."

German BMW parts specialist
Wunderlich has been voted Best
Brand in the Accessories and
Conversions category by Motorrad -
for the second year in a row.

In addition to hosting
INTERMOT, Koelnmesse is to
stage a new annual event -
polisMOBILITY (City Mobility) -
in May 2022 (18-21) geared
towards urban mobility of the
future. The focus will be on
solutions for the cities of the
future and a new format will
"unite expo, conference and
experience - a hybrid event at
the fairgrounds, in the city and
on the web". 
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